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I- A Basic Introduction 

 

 If you are like most average Americans, you have 

probably had two young missionaries visit your home, 

complete with black slacks, white button shirts and ties, 

and a neat little nametag proudly displaying the title of 

“Elder” of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints. In fact, there are roughly 85,000 Mormon 

missionaries working door-to-door each year seeking to 

share their particular message, and analysts suggest 

that this number will only continue to grow because of 

the tireless efforts of the church to reach and convert 

new members.  

 But what is the message of Mormons? What do 

they believe about God, Jesus Christ, and the plan of 

salvation? Why do they go from house to house seeking 

to introduce people to the teachings of Joseph Smith 

and to educate people about The Book of Mormon, 

claiming it to be yet another testament of Jesus Christ? 

Most importantly, are Mormons Christians, and is the 

LDS Church really a “church”?  

 These are but a few of the questions that I want to 

answer throughout this blog series, because I’ve come to 

discover over the years spent dealing with Mormon 

missionaries that so much of their fundamental beliefs 

and doctrines are somewhat veiled behind familiar 

Christian language. So although we might be saying the 
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very same words and using the same phrases when we 

talk about the Bible and the gospel, we are talking 

about completely different things. The first time I 

encountered Elders Sanderson and Dunn (I’ve changed 

their names for privacy purposes), I was immediately 

told, “yes, we are Christians”, and “we believe that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God and that he died for our sins”; 

but it wasn’t until we really began to examine the 

particular teachings of Mormon Scripture that I started 

to realize that there are some significant differences that 

make Mormonism completely incompatible with biblical 

Christianity. It is for this very reason that I want to take 

the time to examine, expose, and educate the reader 

about the central beliefs and teachings of the LDS 

Church because it is vitally important to understand 

that these people are deceived and are deceiving others 

with their brand of “gospel”.  

WHY IT MATTERS*** 

 I truly love the LDS people. I’m not just saying 

that because as a Christian I am supposed to love 

everyone- I honestly enjoy the time I spend talking to 

and fellowshipping with these genuinely kind and 

generous young men, listening to their hearts and 

sensing the real compassion and excitement they have 

for the work that they do. It’s clear that they are 

convinced that they are serving the Lord on their 

missions and that they have found the truth. But it is 

also just as clear to me that they have only a form of 

godliness but are denying the power thereof (2 Tim. 3:5), 

and that they are preaching a gospel that is not really 
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the gospel at all (Gal 1:6-8). And because of this, my 

heart is deeply troubled and my desire is to lead them to 

the truth that is found in Scripture, and to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ.  

 But this is not a simple process where we can just 

quote a few Bible verses and say, “See! Here it is! You’re 

wrong and I’m right”. Neither is it a game of flexing one’s 

theological muscles to see who knows their stuff more 

than the other. Reaching Mormons with the truth of the 

gospel is a labor of love and a process that requires 

patience and understanding. One has to be willing to 

devote time into studying both Christian doctrine as well 

as the standard texts of the LDS church. It’s not always 

easy, but it’s worth the souls that are clearly at stake.  

THE BASICS*** 

 Before we go into the specifics, please realize that 

Mormonism is not a simple, A-B-C-style of organization, 

and their doctrines are complex in nature. Therefore, do 

not expect that I will make an effort to provide an 

exhaustive resource into everything that makes up LDS 

teaching. My goal here is to offer a basic understanding 

of what the church is all about and why Christians need 

to be aware and concerned for those that profess faith in 

the Mormon Church and Joseph Smith.  

 And it really all starts with Joseph Smith, the 

“prophet” and first president of the Mormon Church. 

Born in Vermont in 1805 and living in New York as a 

teenager, young Joseph Smith was intrigued with the 

various teachings of the different Christian 
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denominations that he’d been exposed to, and wondered 

why there were so many differences in the particular 

messages. According to Mormon writings, it is said that 

he sought God in prayer as to which church possessed 

the truth, following the instruction of James 1:5, asking 

God for wisdom. He retreated to a secluded grove in the 

woods to pray, and in the spring of 1820, Smith claims 

to have received the First Vision1. In this vision, 

fourteen-year-old Smith is said to have been visited by 

both the Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ in physical 

form and instructed to not join any of the churches, for 

they “were all wrong”, and that their creeds were an 

abomination and their teachers were corrupt. And then 

in September of 1823, Joseph Smith was visited by the 

angel Moroni and given instructions to find and begin 

translating a collection of writings on golden plates that 

had been long hidden and buried away on a hill in 

Manchester, Ontario County, New York. This collection 

of ancient writings of the prophet-historian Mormon 

would eventually be translated and published in 1830, 

but not before yet another visitation from John the 

Baptist, Peter, James and John, in May of 1829 for the 

purpose of “restoring the Priesthood Authority”2 Along 

with friend Oliver Cowdry, Joseph Smith was baptized 

into the Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthoods and 

received apostleship and prophetic ministries in order to 

restore Christ’s church to the earth. Upon completion of 

the Book of Mormon in 1830, Smith founded the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  

                                                 
1
 Joseph Smith- History 1:1-20 

2
 Joseph Smith- History 1:65-75 
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WHAT LDS BELIEVE*** 

 Joseph Fielding Smith said, “the Church stands or 

falls with Joseph Smith. Mormonism, as it is called, must 

stand or fall on the story of Joseph Smith. He was either 

a prophet of God, divinely called, properly appointed and 

commissioned, or he was one of the biggest frauds this 

world has ever seen. There is no middle ground.”3 

 Indeed, if there were no “First Vision,” and if 

Smith had not truly seen or heard the Father, then 

there is no prophethood, no authority in his ministry, 

and thus no “true church” in Mormonism. Because after 

all, these following central teachings of the LDS church 

all originate with and are dependent upon the early 

testimonies of Joseph Smith: 

1) The Great Apostasy- LDS believe that theirs is the 

“only true church” (D&C 1:30), because the “fullness of 

doctrine” and “priesthood authority” was lost with the 

rejection and death of the early apostles. In Mormon 

teaching, the original twelve who were chosen by Christ 

were ordained and commissioned to guide and direct 

His Church with apostolic authority. And so when they 

died, the authority and power was lost and the church 

fell into disorder and heresy. They also believe that 

through Joseph Smith’s divine revelation and 

prophesies, the fullness of the gospel along with 

apostolic authority has been restored. 

                                                 
3
 Doctrines of Salvation, 1:188 
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2) Restoration of the Priesthood- Another essential 

element of Mormonism is the belief in Priesthood 

Authority. They strongly affirm that this authority is 

vital to the function and operation of the church, and 

only those who possess proper authority can administer 

certain ordinances (such as baptism, communion, 

laying on of hands etc). They also believe that a living 

prophet is necessary, so that the church can receive 

“continued revelation” for our day in order to hear from 

and learn of God’s will for His children.  

3) The Book of Mormon, Another Testament of Jesus 

Christ- Along with the two other authoritative books in 

Mormon canon (namely, The Pearl of Great Price and 

Doctrines and Covenants), LDS cherish the Book of 

Mormon as the “most correct of any book on earth, and 

the keystone of our religion, and a man would get 

nearer to God by abiding in its precepts, than by any 

other book.”4 It is the key evidence to the claims of 

Joseph Smith and the foundation upon which all of 

Mormonism is built.  

 Said to be a collection of ancient writings that 

records God’s dealings with the ancient Americans- two 

great civilizations that descended from the Israelites- 

the Book of Mormon is held by LDS to contain “the 

fullness of the gospel”, and was kept by God to be 

preserved for the restoration of His church through 

Joseph Smith. Mormons hold it sacred and parallel it 

with the Bible, yet believe that unlike the Bible, the 

                                                 
4
 Excerpt from Introduction to The Book of Mormon 
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Book of Mormon has been protected from apostate 

corruption.  

IS IT TRUE?*** 

 Mormons all share a unique testimony: “I know 

Heavenly Father lives and loves His children; that Jesus 

Christ lives, that He is the Son of God, and that He 

carried out the infinite Atonement; that Joseph Smith is 

the prophet of God who was called to restore the gospel; 

that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is 

the Savior's true Church on the earth; and that the 

Church is led by a living prophet today.”5 This testimony 

is received, according to Mormons, by the “witness of 

the Holy Ghost”, and all who read the Book of Mormon 

are encouraged to follow Joseph Smith’s example and 

Moroni’s challenge to pray and ask God to know if these 

things are true (Moroni 10:4-5).  

 If you were to ask an LDS missionary why he 

believes in the Book of Mormon and that Joseph Smith 

were a prophet of God he would tell you that he has 

received the “witness of the Spirit”, meaning that there 

was a specific moment in time where he prayed with 

sincerity of heart and felt a sense of peace about that 

which he prayed. From that moment on he has never 

allowed himself to deny or question his beliefs about 

Smith or the Book of Mormon, even if the very words of 

the “prophet” stand in clear contradiction to the Book of 

Mormon, or if the doctrines of the Book of Mormon 

oppose those of the Bible. Nor would it matter if the 

                                                 
5
 www.lds.org/topics/testimony 
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historical, scientific and chronological claims made by 

either the prophet or the Book of Mormon are shattered 

by fact, the testimony of the LDS should never be 

questioned. Because at the end of the day, Joseph 

Smith’s prophetic authority is evidenced by the Book of 

Mormon, and the Book of Mormon testifies that Joseph 

Smith is a prophet of God (circular reasoning, anyone?).  
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II- Joseph Smith, History and Mystery 

 

“Joseph Smith, the Prophet and Seer of the Lord, has 

done more, save Jesus only, for the salvation of men in 

this world, than any other man that ever lived in it” 

   - Doctrines and Covenants 135:3 

 

 It is affirmed in Mormonism that, along with faith 

in Jesus Christ and obedience to the gospel, a strong 

conviction in the prophetic and apostolic ministry of 

Joseph Smith is essential. According to the church, it is 

said that, “For a testimony of the restored gospel to be 

complete, it must include a testimony of Joseph Smith's 

divine mission. The truthfulness of The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints rests on the truthfulness of the 

First Vision and the other revelations the Lord gave to the 

Prophet Joseph”6. In other words, to repeat the words of 

Latter-Day prophet Joseph F. Smith, “the church stands 

or falls with Smith”.  

 In every encounter that I’ve experienced with LDS 

missionaries, the conversation inevitably finds its way to 

the testimony of a young boy in New York in 1820, who 

earnestly sought wisdom from God as to the identity of 

the true church, and a miraculous visitation that forever 

changed American history and brought about a 

                                                 
6
 www.lds.org/topics/joseph-smith 
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“restoration of the fullness of the gospel”. And according 

to Mormons, true faith in Jesus Christ and belief in the 

testimony of Joseph Smith go hand-in-hand, because 

the only pure and unadulterated church has been 

reestablished through this modern-day revelator.  

JOSEPH SMITH’S STORY** 

 In 1838, some eight years after the organization of 

the LDS church, Joseph Smith penned an account of 

what is known as the “First Vision”- the monumental 

event of utmost importance for the church. It is 

“foundational—God’s declaration, unequivocal and 

utterly authoritative, of the results of the Great 

Apostasy and the need for a restoration.”7 The full 

account that is provided in Mormon Scripture can be 

found in The Pearl of Great Price: Joseph Smith: 

Testimony (1:1-26), but the following citation is the 

climax of the story- 

 It was on the morning of a beautiful, clear day, 

early in the spring of eighteen hundred and twenty. It 

was the first time in my life that I had made such an 

attempt, for amidst all my anxieties I had never as yet 

made the attempt to pray vocally. After I had retired to 

the place where I had previously designed to go, having 

looked around me, and finding myself alone, I kneeled 

down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to 

God. I had scarcely done so, when immediately I was 

seized upon by some power which entirely overcame me, 

                                                 
7
 Davis Bitton, Historical Dictionary of Mormonism (Metuchen, New Jersey: 

Scarecrow Press, 1994), p. 86. 
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and had such an astonishing influence over me as to 

bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness 

gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if 

I were doomed to sudden destruction. But, exerting all 

my powers to call upon God to deliver me out of the 

power of this enemy which had seized upon me, and at 

the very moment when I was ready to sink into despair 

and abandon myself to destruction—not to an imaginary 

ruin, but to the power of some actual being from the 

unseen world, who had such marvelous power as I had 

never before felt in any being—just at this moment of 

great alarm, I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head, 

above the brightness of the sun, which descended 

gradually until it fell upon me. 

It no sooner appeared than I found myself delivered from 

the enemy which held me bound. When the light rested 

upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and 

glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. 

One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and 

said, pointing to the other—This is My Beloved Son. Hear 

Him! 

My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know 

which of all the sects was right, that I might know which 

to join. No sooner, therefore, did I get possession of 

myself, so as to be able to speak, than I asked the 

Personages who stood above me in the light, which of all 

the sects was right (for at this time it had never entered 

into my heart that all were wrong)—and which I should 

join. I was answered that I must join none of them, for 

they were all wrong; and the Personage who addressed 
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me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his 

sight; that those professors were all corrupt; that: “they 

draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far 

from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments of 

men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the power 

thereof.” 

He again forbade me to join with any of them; and many 

other things did he say unto me, which I cannot write at 

this time. When I came to myself again, I found myself 

lying on my back, looking up into heaven. 

                                   - Joseph Smith, History- 1:14-20 

 According to the claims of the LDS church, Smith, 

a fourteen-year-old boy growing up in a town 

experiencing great spiritual revival, found himself 

enthralled in the religious fervor but confused as to 

which of the many denominations possessed the truth. 

In his own search for truth, he appealed to James 1:5 

and sought God in prayer for wisdom. Secluding himself 

to a private place in the woods, he prostrated himself 

before God and was visited by “two personages”, 

identified as Elohim and Jehovah- the Father and the 

Son- in physical form. They informed him that there 

was no true church upon the earth, but that all of 

Christianity was in a state of apostasy, and that he was 

forbidden to join any denomination. He was told to wait 

for a restoration that would soon take place, and as the 

LDS teach, such a restoration came through Joseph 

Smith’s being chosen to receive the fullness of the 

gospel in the Book of Mormon and the keys of the 

Priesthood.  
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 This account of the First Vision is vital to the 

claims and theology of the LDS church on several 

points- the teachings of God being a resurrected man 

with a “tangible body”, and Jesus Christ being a 

separate personage both come from the details of this 

vision; the belief in the Great Apostasy, as well as the 

subsequent Restoration also stem from what was 

allegedly revealed to Smith during this special visitation. 

So it goes without saying that everything held as sacred 

and special in Mormon doctrine rests in the 

truthfulness of Joseph Smith’s claims to have seen and 

heard from God in the spring of 1820… 

 

SOME SERIOUS QUESTIONS** 

 Considering the fact that the First Vision is the 

single most significant event that brought about the 

organization and foundation of the LDS church, it is 

interesting to note that the story as it exists today was 

neither formulated or published until 1838- nearly 

twenty years after the events took place. In all fairness, 

there is a handwritten manuscript from 1832 in which 

Smith made an early attempt to record the history of the 

church that contains somewhat of a similar story, but 

the differences between the two accounts make it 

difficult to discern whether they describe the same 

event.  

 In contrast to what is found in the Pearl of Great 

Price, Smith’s 1832 account does not envision two 

personages, but tells of a sixteen-year-old (not a 
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fourteen-year-old) Smith seeing and speaking to Jesus 

Christ, not the Father. Furthermore, this earliest 

account does not give any indication that Smith had a 

dialogue with the personage concerning which 

denomination to join, but that Jesus only spoke to him 

about his own sin and forgiveness, and his imminent 

return. It isn’t until we consider the 1838 account that 

we read of a second personage being identified as our 

Heavenly Father, and of a conversation in which he was 

forbidden to join any of the abominable churches. It is 

also interesting to note that in the 1832 letter Smith 

says that he discovered the contradiction in the 

churches through studying Scripture, while the 1838 

account suggests that he appealed to God for 

understanding because he didn’t know what to think.  

 Many reasonable people, when examining an 

obviously evolving story would recognize that Smith was 

clearly embellishing the details of this alleged vision to 

fit in with an ever-evolving theology (we will discuss 

Smith’s changing doctrine in a later post), but would that 

justify an outright denial of the First Vision claim as a 

whole? Probably not, but there are more elements to the 

story that create even more problems than just 

inconsistent recollections.  

 

HISTORICAL PROBLEMS EXAMINED** 

 In the same chapter of Joseph Smith: History in 

the Pearl of Great Price just before the First Vision 

account, Smith recalls that a revival was taking place in 
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Palmyra, New York and that “great multitudes” were 

joining the various denominations (1:5). Even his family 

joined the Presbyterian church (1:7) in 1820, the same 

year of the First Vision.  

 These may at first seem like small and 

insignificant details to a much more weighty claim, but 

it is in the minor points that we are able to discern the 

validity of a story. Was there a revival of such great 

magnitude in Palmyra, New York, and did Smith’s 

family join the Presbyterian church, in 1820?  

 Not according to a simple inquiry of the local and 

historical church records that are readily available to 

anyone who wishes to look. In fact, church records of 

1820 in the Palmyra region showed very little growth 

(and even some decline) amongst the major 

denominations. Yet a revival did in fact take place, but it 

wasn’t until 1823, three years after the supposed First 

Vision took place. Recognizing the glaring problem this 

discrepancy makes, Oliver Cowdry sought to correct this 

“error” in a publication titled “Messenger and Advocate”, 

saying, “You will recollect that I mentioned the time of a 

religious excitement, in Palmyra and vicinity to have been 

in the 15th year of our brother J. Smith Jr.’s age — that 

was an error in the type — it should have been in the 

17th. — You will please remember this correction, as it 

will be necessary for the full understanding of what will 

follow in time. This would bring the date down to the year 

1823.”8 In this same publication, Smith writes that it 

was this 1823 revival that took place following his 

                                                 
8
 Messenger and Advocate, Vol. 1, No. 1, Oct. 1834 
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brother Alvin’s death, which brought his family to the 

Presbyterian church.  

 Not only is there a discrepancy in the age of Smith 

at the time of this alleged First Vision (between 14 and 

17, depending upon which account is referenced), but 

now there is also some confusion between whether we 

are to accept his claims to a great revival in the spring 

of 1820, when both LDS church newsletters as well as 

historical documents point to a revival some three years 

later.  

FIRST VISION IN THE J of D** 

 Although granted the Journal of Discourses are 

not considered to be “inspired” writings of the LDS 

church, they indeed serve to provide insights into the 

earliest beliefs and practices as well as the teachings of 

the presidents and prophets of the Mormon Church 

throughout its history. So it is interesting to read what 

has been said regarding this ever-important testimony 

of Joseph Smith’s First Vision:  

The Lord did not come with the armies of heaven...But He 

did send His angel to this same obscure person, Joseph 

Smith jun...and informed him that he should not join any 

of the religions of the day, for they were all wrong;..." 

(Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses 2:171)  

 This, along with statements made by Orson Pratt 

(6:335) and George A. Smith (12:334) make it clear that 

the testimony of Joseph’s First Vision was neither well-

known or well-established, because not everyone was 



BEHIND THE VEIL 

Goforth 

 

21 

 

aware as to whether it was one person, two personages, 

an angel, or a demon that visited with him- whether in a 

grove, garden, or in his bedroom9, because every 

successive account differs on the specifics.  

 The famous rendition of this major event in LDS 

history is not the same as the first tale told by the 

founder and first president of the Mormon church, and 

the first draft is strangely absent much of the important 

elements that are necessary for the substantiation of 

key doctrines that make up the Mormon system. We 

don’t know what Smith saw, and we cannot be sure of 

what he heard and experienced. But one thing is for 

sure, everything that we do know about the times and 

events surrounding the fascinating story do not match 

the necessary components to make for a believable 

testimony.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
9
 See Lucy Smith’s Story on  josephsmithpapers.com 
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III- The Great Apostasy Refuted 

 

 When you speak about church history within the 

realms of Mormon teaching, and you allow them to 

share with you what has been explained to them 

through the Latter-Day prophets and apostles, you 

begin to understand what they truly mean when they 

say that the LDS Church is “the only true and living 

church upon the face of the whole earth” with which the 

Lord is well pleased10. It is a correct statement to say 

that Mormons consider themselves the only authentic 

Christians- they do not hold themselves as being but 

another denomination. In fact, Mormonism is founded 

upon the belief that all of the teachings within the 

various sects of Christianity today are polluted by the 

philosophies of men and have been corrupted by 

political influence. The “fullness of the gospel”, as they 

say, has long been lost and thus a worldwide apostasy 

has occurred.  

 The Great Apostasy is a central teaching of 

Mormonism that stresses the loss of essential doctrine 

and authority by the church following the death of the 

apostles. It is taught that when Christ was on the earth, 

he established his gospel and gave authority to govern 

his church to the Twelve Apostles:  

                                                 
10

 D&C 1:30 
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 “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 

in heaven.”  - Matthew 16:18-19, NIV 

 It is this priesthood authority according to LDS 

doctrine that is absolutely necessary in order for the 

church to operate in the way in which Christ organized 

it. Only those with apostolic authority could receive 

divine revelation and perform the gospel ordinances 

such as baptism and laying on of hands to receive the 

Holy Ghost. So when persecution and rejection came 

and the apostles were martyred, the authority was lost 

along with the fullness of the gospel.  

 LDS teach that such an apostasy was prophesied 

by the apostle Paul:  

 “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto 

him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 

neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as 

that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you 

by any means: for that day shall not come, except there 

come a falling away first, and that man of sin be 

revealed, the son of perdition”  - 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, 

KJV 

 Mormon missionaries and publications will cite 

this passage, emphasizing the term “falling away” to 

suggest that even the early Christians understood that 
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an apostasy would occur, and that a restoration would 

also come about. Of course, this restoration involved the 

revelation and ordination of Joseph Smith into the 

apostolic priesthood. It is said in Joseph Smith- History 

that shortly after beginning the translation of the Book 

of Mormon, Joseph Smith was visited by John the 

Baptist as well as Peter, James, and John where he was 

baptized and received priesthood authority to restore 

Christ’s church on the earth11.  

WHAT THE GREAT APOSTASY DEMANDS** 

 “If the Savior had come back to earth at the 

beginning of the fifth century A.D., I doubt whether he 

would have recognized the Christian Church as the one 

that claimed descent from that which he had established, 

so far had it gone astray. Christianity had actually 

become a composite of Christian beliefs, practices, and 

doctrines; Jewish teachings and rituals; Greek, Roman, 

and Egyptian pagan philosophies; and pagan religions of 

various brands. The Holy Priesthood had been 

withdrawn from the earth. The power of godliness was 

no longer present in the Christian Church. Thus there 

was a complete falling away from the gospel which had 

been established by the Son of Man. The Church lay in 

darkness, and the darkness enveloped the earth. This 

spiritual darkness continued for hundreds and hundreds 

of years.”12 

                                                 
11

 Joseph Smith- History, 1:66-75 
12

 Milton R. Hunter, “The Missionary Assignment,” Improvement Era, Dec. 1951, 

920 
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 It is undoubtedly a bold claim to make, to suggest 

that there has been no true church and no true 

Christianity for more than a millennia. But this is 

exactly what is taught in Mormonism, where a 

monopoly is held on the gospel, divine authority and 

revelation. LDS do not shy away from contending that 

although there may have been many sincere, God-

fearing people throughout the ages that sought to 

promote God’s truths in their generations, nonetheless 

the “plain and precious truths” of the gospel were lost as 

a result of lack of proper authority and a living prophet.  

 It has always intrigued me that this vital doctrine 

in Mormonism is so rarely challenged, considering that 

there are so many questions that can be asked to 

expose some of the major problems with its proposition. 

The teaching of the Great Apostasy has often been my 

primary focus of discussion in many of my 

conversations with missionaries, because of the 

implications and presuppositions that make up such a 

belief.  

1- The Church Depends Upon Men- Priesthood keys and 

apostolic authority are central aspects to the Mormon 

organization. Without this supposed authority, then it is 

believed that the church cannot function in accordance 

with the principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The 

Great Apostasy then is the result of the collapse of this 

foundation and the loss of proper authority to guide and 

govern the church with the deaths of the apostles. When 

there is no duly ordained apostolic priesthood, there is 
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no power and divine authority to operate in the name of 

Christ.  

 But Scripture does not teach such a concept of 

human authority and responsibility when it comes to 

the survival and sustaining power of the church. While 

Mormons stress the idea that Christ handed over the 

reins of leadership to the apostles and charged them 

with the duty of guiding and guarding the gospel, the 

Bible clearly expresses that the power and authority 

remained in Christ, the head of the church, and that He 

promised to protect and preserve His work on the earth.  

 “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and 

upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it.” – Matthew 16:18, KJV 

 LDS writers have also referred to this same verse 

to argue their own theological view that Jesus entrusted 

the church to the apostles to whom he gave the “keys to 

the kingdom”, yet they often ignore the context of the 

passage itself. Mormons stress the words regarding 

Peter’s future position of leadership in the church, while 

neglecting to mention the promises made by Christ to 

build an indestructible kingdom.  

 Never in this text nor in any other passage of 

Scripture to we get the impression that the success or 

failure of the church was dependent upon anyone other 

than Jesus Christ himself. It was the Father’s will for 

the Son to secure for himself a redeemed people and to 

bring the Kingdom of God to earth. Neither does the 

Bible ever teach that Christ transferred authority to 
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anyone making them fully responsible for the work of 

preserving the church. Although we read that the 

church was built upon the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets (Eph. 2:20), we also read in the same 

verse that Jesus Christ himself is the “chief 

cornerstone”. No matter whether the walls and pillars of 

this building be destroyed (although Christ promised 

that hell itself would not overcome the church), the 

cornerstone is immovable.  

2- The Apostles Failed- Let us entertain for a moment 

that LDS doctrine has some merit in this matter 

regarding the priesthood authority. Let’s imagine for a 

moment that Jesus did in fact place the responsibility of 

guiding and protecting the church solely upon the 

shoulders of the original Twelve. What would this 

responsibility and authority require? According to the 

teachings of Mormonism, the apostles were the only 

ones with divine authority to administer the saving and 

sealing ordinances necessary for salvation. Only those 

with authority can “act in the name of God”13 and are 

vital to the proclamation of the gospel on the earth. In 

other words, if there is no priesthood authority, there 

can be no true church.  

 Since this is what is taught in Mormonism, we 

must conclude that the apostasy occurred due to the 

apostles’ failure to effectively proclaim the gospel and 

perform their duties as leaders of the church. If the 

apostasy is a result of the loss of the priesthood and the 

priesthood is conferred open worthy candidates by the  
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laying on of hands by those with authority (see D&C 

20:38-79; 107), then it can be assumed that the 

apostles did not transfer authority to anyone before 

their death.  

 But what about the more-than one hundred who 

received the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, or the three 

thousand that were baptized at the first sermon in Acts 

2? We do not see just the Twelve demonstrating signs 

and wonders by the power of the Holy Spirit as Elder M. 

Russell Ballard suggests that miracles are a ministry of 

the priesthood alone14, but the whole congregation 

spoke in a new tongue. Moreover, many of Paul’s letters 

were addressed to “bishops” and “elders” who were 

tasked with the role of shepherding God’s people as they 

had been “called and ordained” by the Holy Spirit- were 

they not in possession of the priesthood authority?  

 And just for reference to consider, it is stressed 

that the Great Apostasy occurred because there was no 

apostle left to administer the necessary ordinances since 

they had all been martyred. Yet in Mormon Scripture it 

is said that the apostle John did not taste death: 

 “And the Lord said unto me: John, my beloved, 

what desirest thou? For if you shall ask what you will, it 

shall be granted unto you. And I said unto him: Lord, give 

unto me power over death, that I may live and bring souls 

unto thee. And the Lord said unto me: Verily, verily, I say 

unto thee, because thou desirest this thou shalt tarry 
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 M. Russell Ballard, “This is My Work and My Glory”, Apr. 2013 General 
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until I come in my glory, and shalt prophesy before 

nations, kindreds, tongues and people. And for this cause 

the Lord said unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till I come, 

what is that to thee? For he desired of me that he might 

bring souls unto me, but thou desiredst that thou 

mightest speedily come unto me in my kingdom. I say 

unto thee, Peter, this was a good desire; but my beloved 

has desired that he might do more, or a greater work yet 

among men than what he has before done. Yea, he has 

undertaken a greater work; therefore I will make him as 

flaming fire and a ministering angel; he shall minister for 

those who shall be heirs of salvation who dwell on the 

earth. And I will make thee to minister for him and for thy 

brother James; and unto you three I will give this power 

and the keys of this ministry until I come.”  - D&C 7:1-7 

 Note that it is the same John that conferred the 

keys to Joseph Smith who was granted power over 

death and the ministry of the gospel until Christ returns. 

So in this very passage we are told that the priesthood 

has not been lost, but that the gospel has been 

preserved from the time of John until now, because 

John has never died! The entire claim of a universal 

apostasy is demolished by LDS Scripture itself in these 

verses.  

3- The Early Church Practiced Mormonism- The Great 

Apostasy doctrine contends that the “plain and precious 

truths” 15 of the gospel, along with the covenants and 

ordinances established by Christ was eventually lost by 

the early church and restored through Joseph Smith. 
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These “precious truths” included the pre-mortal 

existence of man, God’s physical body, the law of eternal 

marriage, exaltation to godhood, and of course 

priesthood authority. According to Mormon teaching, 

these essential doctrines were taught by Christ and 

were once understood and practiced by early Christians, 

but became distorted and abandoned in the apostasy.  

 When refuting these beliefs, Christians will often 

point to the Bible and challenge LDS to show where 

such ideas come from. But the fact that these “plain 

truths” are foreign to the Bible are easily explained by 

Mormons, because they assert that the Bible was 

corrupted by wicked men who intended to destroy the 

true gospel, and that these doctrines were restored by 

the prophet Joseph Smith. Unfortunately, this kind of 

belief demands that the Mormon version of the gospel 

existed in the way that is described in the Book of 

Mormon and was taught and practiced in the early 

church. The reality is, however, that none of these 

beliefs can be traced in any way to the orthodox 

teachings of the early church in any century, nor do we 

find even the slightest hint of a belief in man’s pre-

mortal existence, eternal marriage covenants, or an 

“exalted man” God in any ancient church writings that 

can be examined. On the contrary, in the cases where 

some of these views are expressed- such as a Mormon-

esque doctrine of God being an exalted man and man’s 

potential to become a god- they are unanimously 

deemed as heresy.  
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HISTORY DENIES THE APOSTASY** 

 Not only do we find absolutely no historical basis 

upon which we can build an argument that the early 

church taught and practiced Mormon doctrine, we are 

also forced to recognize the overwhelming evidence that 

the orthodox Christian theology of the New Testament 

has survived throughout the centuries following the 

writings of the apostles. Although there have been 

numerous attempts to promote corrupt doctrine and 

many traditions added to biblical practice in the nearly 

2,000 years of church history, the reason that we are 

able to identify such things as heretical and anti-biblical 

is because we possess the resources by which we can 

know what was and is biblical Christianity. We are able 

to identify that which was accepted and that which was 

rejected in the early church because of the thousands of 

manuscripts that have been discovered that provide us 

a window into history to see the traditions and practices 

of the true followers of Jesus Christ. And because of 

this, we can say without any doubt that the ordinances 

and beliefs set forth in the Book of Mormon is foreign to 

anything that can be found in any age of the Christian 

church.  
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IV- Priesthood Keys and Authority 

 

 “It is necessary that every act performed under this 

authority shall be done at the proper time and place, in 

the proper way, and after the proper order. The power of 

directing these labors constitutes the keys of the 

Priesthood.”16 

 The priesthood is basically viewed as the 

organizational model of the LDS church. It is seen as 

the most important piece of the puzzle that had been 

missing from the church prior to the Restoration. 

Though we spoke some on this topic earlier, let us get 

more specific as to what the Mormons believe regarding 

the priesthood. 

POWER AND AUTHORITY** 

 The priesthood is defined as “the power and 

authority to act in God’s name”, and is the power 

through which God created the universe and orders all 

things. He shares this authority with His worthy and 

willing children, and so establishes His church on the 

earth17. According to Mormon doctrine, the priesthood 

authority is necessary for the proclamation of the gospel 

and for performing certain saving ordinances such as 

baptism, laying on of hands to confer the Holy Ghost, 
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 Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed. [1939], 136 
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 Gospel Principles 1997 ed., ch. 13, p.81 
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and administration of the sacrament. It is said that 

without proper authority in regards to these ordinances, 

a person’s faith and works will not be recognized by 

God, no matter how sincere his efforts.  

 The priesthood is also seen as the only way that 

we can understand the will of God while on earth, 

because He only speaks to and reveals Himself to His 

authorized priesthood representative- the living prophet, 

or President of the LDS church. This person serves as 

“the spokesman for God to all members of the church 

and all people on the earth”18 Take the words from 

Spencer W. Kimball, twelfth President of the Latter-Day 

Saints: 

 “Presumptuous and blasphemous are they who 

purport to baptize, bless, marry, or perform other 

sacraments in the name of the Lord while in fact lacking 

his specific authorization. And no one can obtain God’s 

authority from reading the Bible or from just a desire to 

serve the Lord, no matter how pure his motives.”  

(Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 494) 

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD** 

 The LDS are governed by the priesthood, as it is 

believed that Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest, has 

given the priesthood keys (or authoritative and 

administrative power) to his chosen people. In the New 

Testament, this is demonstrated by Jesus’ choosing and 

commissioning the Twelve with the task of guiding and 
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governing the church. And it is said that when these 

men died, the priesthood was lost on the earth.  

 In 1829 according to Mormon history, the 

priesthood was restored to Joseph Smith and Oliver 

Cowdry. In the Pearl of Great Price we read: 

 "While we (Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery) were 

thus employed, praying and calling upon the Lord, a 

messenger from heaven descended in a cloud of light and 

having laid his hands upon us, he ordained us saying: 

'Upon you my fellow servants in the name of Messiah, I 

confer the Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of 

the ministering of angels, and of the gospel of repentance, 

and of baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; 

and this shall never be taken again from the earth until 

the sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord 

in righteousness.' He said this Aaronic Priesthood had 

not the power of laying on hands for the gift of the Holy 

Ghost, but that this should be conferred on us hereafter; 

and he commanded us to go and be baptized, and gave 

us directions that I should baptize Oliver Cowdery, and 

that afterwards he should baptize me. Accordingly we 

went and were baptized. I baptized him first, and 

afterwards he baptized me-after which I laid my hands 

upon his head and ordained him to the Aaronic 

Priesthood, and afterwards he laid his hands on me and 

ordained me to the same Priesthood-for so we were 

commanded."19 

                                                 
19

 Pearl of Great Price, 56:68-71 
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 There are two distinct priesthoods that are 

recognized by the LDS Church: the Aaronic (or lesser) 

priesthood and the Melchizedek (greater) priesthood. The 

first, or Aaronic, priesthood involves authority to 

perform certain ordinances such as baptism, 

administering the sacrament, and teaching. The offices 

within this lesser (also called “preparatory”) priesthood 

are bishop, priest, teacher, and deacon.  

 The greater priesthood that was conferred 

sometime after the Aaronic priesthood to Joseph Smith 

through Peter, James, and John is the Melchizedek 

Priesthood, and is named after the high priest of Salem 

in Genesis 14 to whom Abraham gave an offering. 

Mormons teach that Adam was the first to receive this 

office, and that it “holds the right of presidency, and has 

power and authority over all the offices in the church” 

(D&C 107:8). It also holds “the keys of all the spiritual 

blessings of the church” (D&C 107:18). The offices in 

this priesthood are the Apostle (president), the Seventy, 

the patriarch, the high priest, and the elder. Within this 

office, men are empowered to seal marriages for eternity, 

confer the Holy Ghost, and ordain others into the 

priesthood.  

 Mormons strongly believe in the priesthood, and 

that without proper authority, people can neither be 

saved or receive the blessings that are available through 

the gospel. But does the Bible teach of such an 

organization as the “priesthood”, and does the doctrine 

stand up to serious inquiry?  
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COULD THE PRIESTHOOD BE LOST?** 

 Before we address the issue of the biblical basis 

for the priesthood to begin with, let us entertain the 

notion that God has established these offices on the 

earth and that the true church cannot function apart 

from proper authority. If what LDS teaches about the 

priesthood is true, then is it appropriate to suggest that 

it was lost in an apostasy and required a restoration?  

 "As long as there are apostles on the earth, true to 

their callings, the true church will exist on the face of the 

earth."20 

 The entire argument for the need for a restoration 

is based on the claims that priesthood authority was 

lost with the deaths of the apostles. Yet Mormons teach 

that the apostle John, along with three Nephite priests, 

are tarrying on the earth until the return of Christ (D&C 

7 U,R; 3 Nephi 28:6-32 U; 13:17-44 R; pp. 510-512). 

These all have authority; therefore, the authority has 

never been lost from the earth, and a restoration- 

specifically by an angel- doesn’t make sense.  

 But let us continue to suppose that there is some 

valid response to this common objection. What of the 

restoration testimony itself? When we look at the story 

of Smith and Cowdry’s ordination, do we find a “proper” 

method of ordination in accordance with Mormon 

requirements for the priesthood?  
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 LDS teach that an unbaptized person is an 

unsaved person, and therefore cannot be ordained into 

the priesthood and most certainly cannot perform saving 

ordinance upon another. Yet, we see a litany of heretical 

offenses at the ordination of Smith and Cowdry: 

 1- The angel conferred the Aaronic priesthood 

upon Smith and Cowdry before they had been baptized, 

therefore their ordination was blasphemous. 

 2- Not only did the angel (who is also considered 

to have been the resurrected John the Baptist) ordain 

them before their baptism, he never baptized them at 

all. Instead, he commanded them to baptize each other, 

which makes no sense because neither Smith nor 

Cowdry has yet to be baptized by anyone with the 

proper authority to perform ordinances such as this.  

 3- This took place in 1829, a full nine years after 

Smith supposedly saw the Heavenly Father and Jesus 

Christ in the sacred grove. Yet Joseph Smith wrote in 

Doctrine and Covenants that “without this (the 

priesthood), no man can see the face of God, even the 

Father, and live” (84:22). If Smith had not yet received 

the priesthood authority, how is it possible that he, an 

unclean sinner, could see the face of the Father and live?  

 The answer to these questions is an obvious one, 

but one that is not easily accepted by Mormons- such 

clear contradictions and confusions are a result of the 

fact that Smith’s doctrine of priesthood authority is 

unbiblical and untrue. Not only is such an organization 

foreign to the earliest teachings of Mormonism (no 



BEHIND THE VEIL 

Goforth 

 

39 

 

teachings or writings regarding Smith’s ordination by 

the angel or apostles, or of the priesthoods, appear until 

the mid-1830’s), a priesthood structure with such 

authority which makes the success of Christ’s church 

dependent upon men does not exist in the Bible.  

AARON AND MELCHIZEDEK** 

 Taking a brief overview of the Aaronic priesthood 

in the Old Testament we are quick to recognize that its 

specific function and organization was vastly different 

than anything found in Mormon theology.  

 First, it is important to note that the Old 

Testament gave some strict requirements for those who 

would hold the office of priest. Unlike Mormons who 

claim to hold the Aaronic priesthood, the Bible teaches 

that this office is reserved for those who are literal 

descendents of Aaron (Ex. 28:1, 29:9). Joseph Smith 

was of English heritage and was neither a Jew, Levite, 

nor a son of Aaron. Furthermore, ordination into the 

Aaronic priesthood involved being ceremonially washed, 

dressed in priestly garments, and sacrificing a bullock 

or ram (Ex. 29). None of these practices are found in 

LDS doctrine concerning the restoration of the 

priesthood. Instead, we are presented with an order in 

which one man confers authority upon another through 

the laying on of hands and reciting a specific set of 

words as defined in Mormon scripture. In short, it is not 

difficult to recognize that what LDS call the Aaronic 

priesthood does not fit the biblical description of the 

Levitical order, and those who claim to hold the office 

are by no means qualified to do so.  
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 When referring to the Melchizedek priesthood, 

Mormons make much of this “high office which 

countless individuals can be ordained into, while the 

Bible clearly reserves this office to a single person. 

Additionally, Mormon elders claim that their authority 

comes from being ordained into the Melchizedek 

priesthood in the same fashion that Christ ordained the 

disciples, although the New Testament is strangely 

silent about anyone other than Christ himself holding 

this office.  

 There are only a few passages that give us any 

insight about Melchizedek and his office- Gen. 14:17-

20; Psalm 110:4; Heb. 4:14-8:4. Although the 

Melchizedek priesthood is vague and many are confused 

about it, here are a few important points to note about 

what the Bible tells us as opposed to LDS teaching: 

 1- Mormons teach that the Melchizedek 

priesthood began with Adam and was transferred down 

through the generations. But nowhere in Scripture do 

we find any sort of transfer of office; rather we see only 

Christ himself as to serve as a high priest in “the order” 

of Melchizedek. 

 2- This phrase, “in the order of Melchizedek” is 

often cited by Mormons to suggest that indeed Christ 

was somehow a successor in the Melchizedek 

priesthood, but this is not the view of the vast majority 

of Greek scholars. Instead, the term “order” is translated 

to state that Christ served in the nature, manner, and 

quality of Melchizedek, who was a “priest of the Most 

High God”.  
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 3- This priesthood is not seen to be transferred 

from one individual to another, nor is there any need for 

a successor. Unlike the Aaronic priesthood in which 

successors arose after the death of the former high 

priest, Christ’s priesthood continues forever because he 

“lives forever” (Heb. 7:23-25).  

 4- Jesus never transferred his authority as high 

priest to his disciples or anyone else, contrary to LDS 

teaching. In Matthew 28:18-20, we read of Jesus 

ascending into heaven and commanding his disciples to 

go out and proclaim the gospel, baptizing and teaching 

in his name. Yet we see no “laying on of hands”- an 

important component of ordaining into the priesthood 

according to Mormon teaching. Neither do we find Jesus 

stating here or elsewhere that his authority has been 

given over or that he has ceased to function as the Great 

High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.  

WHOSE AUTHORITY?** 

 Latter-Day Saints boldly proclaim that they 

possess the Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthoods, and 

that their President stands as high priest and 

successors of Christ himself. Never mind the clear 

biblical facts that only the Levites, the literal sons of 

Aaron, could serve in the Aaronic priesthood, and that 

this office included such duties as performing blood 

sacrifices on behalf of sinners. Never mind that Christ 

neither held the Aaronic priesthood by human lineage, 

nor did he ever claim to surrender his high-priestly 

position to another. And never mind the fact that 

Scripture does not teach that priests are ordained 
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through the laying on of hands, but by specifically 

commanded rituals that included washing, offerings, 

and sacrifices.  

 Although the priesthood order presented by 

Mormonism is totally foreign to the Bible, Mormons 

demand that this is the very organization that has been 

missing from Christianity and thus led to an apostasy. 

They insist that it is this authority that is required for 

Christ’s church to function with order and power. 

Unfortunately, this sort of belief system takes the 

leadership and authority from Christ himself and makes 

the church subject to fallen and fallible men that have 

usurped their authority from the Great High Priest.  
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V- Mormon Scripture and Evolution in 
Doctrine 

 

 “It makes no difference what is written or what 

anyone has said, if what has been said is in conflict with 

what the Lord has revealed, we can set it aside. My 

words, and the teachings of any other member of the 

Church, high or low, if they do not square with the 

revelations, we need not accept them. Let us have this 

matter clear. We have accepted the four standard works 

as the measuring yardsticks, or balances, by which we 

measure every man’s doctrine. You cannot accept the 

books written by the authorities of the Church as 

standards in doctrine, only in so far as they accord with 

the revealed word in the standard works.”21 

 In 1830, Joseph Smith produced what eventually 

became the foundational piece of Mormonism- The Book 

of Mormon. In reading the book’s introduction, Smith 

states that it was “the most correct of any book on 

earth, and the keystone of our religion, and a man 

would get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than 

by any other book.” Additionally, the Book of Mormon 

claims to contain “the fullness of the everlasting gospel” 

(D&C 20:9), and that man can get no closer to God than 

to know the truths contained in the pages of this book.  

                                                 
21

 Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 

vols., (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1954–56), 203. 
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 Yet what is most perplexing about Mormon 

theology is that many of the key and essential doctrines 

of the church are not found in the Book of Mormon. 

Instead, much of the strange beliefs and teachings that 

make up the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

are found in the later revelations of Smith and the 

successive Presidents, such as Brigham Young and Ezra 

Taft Benson. Beyond the Book of Mormon, there exists 

two other works that make up the “inspired Scripture” 

of Mormonism: The Doctrine and Covenants and The 

Pearl of Great Price.  

 The Doctrine and Covenants (D&C) are a collection 

of “modern-day revelations” given to the church, 

primarily by Joseph Smith, in the early years of 

establishing the Mormon church. It serves as greatest 

source of doctrine and practice for the church. The Pearl 

of Great Price is a collection of ancient writings that have 

been “translated” by Smith, including excerpts from 

Genesis and Matthew, as well as the Book of Abraham. 

It also contains Joseph Smith’s official testimony and 

the 13 Articles of Faith.   

 Along with the Bible, Mormons assert that these 

three official works of the church are harmonious, 

compatible, and equal in authority and inspiration. 

They believe that since God has ordained Joseph Smith 

as a prophet and has thus spoken through him in 

bringing about modern-day revelation to restore the true 

church, they view his teachings and instruction as 

being divine in origin and as much the Word of God as 

the Bible itself.  
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WHAT IS THE STANDARD?** 

 Many would be quick to assume that since 

Mormons promote the Book of Mormon so heavily in 

their missionary work that their religion is based largely 

upon what can be found in its pages. After all, it was 

this book that was hidden and preserved for these last 

days in order to restore the church to her right and pure 

ways, and it was this book that served as the 

foundational tool for the establishment of the church in 

1830. So why is it then that so much of the critical 

beliefs and doctrines of Mormonism are either 

contradictory or completely absent from what is revealed 

in the Book of Mormon?  

 Although we will go into greater detail on several 

of these points at a later time, it is important to discuss 

some of the conflicts that exist between Mormon 

teachers and the Book of Mormon itself, and the 

evidence that suggests that this supposed “further 

revelation” was nothing more than an evolution in 

Joseph Smith’s own theology. In other words, if 

Mormons were to derive their theological views from the 

Book of Mormon alone, they would most certainly 

present a vastly different doctrinal position on many key 

issues than what is found in today’s LDS Church.  

 1- From Monotheism to Polytheism- There can be 

no doubt as to the fact that Joseph Smith believed in 

the orthodox biblical doctrine of monotheism- the belief 

in only “one true and living God.” From the Testimony of 

the Three Witnesses to many other passages such as 

Alma 11:26-28, we read numerous texts which indicate 
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that his view of God was somewhat compatible with 

what is found throughout the Bible and Christian 

theology- that there is but One God, maker of heaven 

and earth (43:10-11; 45:21-22; 46:9). In fact, we could 

delve further and observe the way in which Smith 

offered up his own translation of the Bible and find that 

a great number of texts that support a monotheistic 

view were left unchanged.  

 “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his 

redeemer, the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the 

last; and beside me there is no God. Is there a God 

beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.” – Isa. 

44:8, Joseph Smith Translation (JST) 

 Yet as Smith continued to deliver prophetic 

revelations to the early Mormons, he began to offer a 

position that stood in stark contrast to the words of 

Alma 11:26-28 which says, “And Zeezrom said unto 

him: Thou sayest there is a true and living God. And 

Amulek said: Yea, there is a true and living God. Now 

Zeezrom said: Is there more than one God? And he 

answered, No.” In straying from a monotheistic view of 

God, Joseph Smith adopted and taught a plurality of 

gods. Beginning in 1835 as recorded in the Lectures on 

Faith, Smith began to make efforts to distinguish the 

Father from the Son (whereas prior to this time he often 

taught that the Son was the Father, an unbiblical 

doctrine known as modalism): 

 “There are two personages who constitute the 

great, matchless, governing and supreme power over all 

things — by whom all things were created and made . . . 
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They are the Father and the Son: The Father being a 

personage of spirit, glory and power: possessing all 

perfection and fullness: The Son, who was in the bosom 

of the Father, a personage of tabernacle, made and 

fashioned like unto man.”22 

 At the end of the lecture, Smith was asked how 

many personages constituted the Godhead, to which he 

replied “two”. This distinction in personages is where we 

begin to find a drifting away from the theology of the 

Book of Mormon, which is almost unanimously 

modalistic. But Smith’s complete departure from his 

early monotheistic beliefs came after he supposedly 

“translated” the Book of Abraham, where he learned 

from divine revelation that there exists an infinite 

succession of gods. In 1844 Smith states:  

 “I want to reason a little on this subject (that God 

himself has a father). I learned it by translating the (Book 

of Abraham) papyrus that is now in my house. I learned 

a testimony concerning Abraham, and he reasoned 

concerning the God of heaven . . . If Abraham reasoned 

thus – If Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and John 

discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ had a 

Father, you may suppose that He had a Father also.”23 

 Here we find Joseph Smith developing a brand-

new theological perspective on God, no longer 

recognizing Him as the “only true God” and sole creator 

of all things. Rather, in rejection of the words of Alma 
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 Joseph Smith, Lectures on Faith Lecture 5, BYU Archives, 1992 
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 Joseph Smith, King Follet Discourse (History of the Church, vol 6) 
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11, Moses 1:6, the Testimony of the Three Witnesses 

and Isaiah, Smith now presents the Heavenly Father 

and Jesus Christ as two separate gods among an 

infinite multitude of deities.  

 Another interesting note is that many of the 

monotheistic passage that existed in the first edition 

(1830) of the Book of Mormon have been dramatically 

altered in the later revisions. Here are but a few 

examples: 

1830 Text (1 Nephi 3, p. 25):  

“And he said unto me, Behold, the virgin whom thou 

seest is the mother of God, after the manner of the 

flesh.” 

Current, Altered Text (1 Nephi 11:18): 

“And he said unto me, Behold, the virgin whom thou 

seest is the mother of the Son of God.” 

1830 Text (1 Nephi 3, p. 25):  

“And the angel said unto me, behold the Lamb of God, 

even the Eternal Father!” 

Altered Text (1 Nephi 11:21):  

“And the angel said unto me, behold the Lamb of God, 

even the Son of the Eternal Father!” 

1830 Text (1 Nephi 3, p. 26):  
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“And I looked and beheld the Lamb of God, that he was 

taken by the people; yea, the Everlasting God, was 

judged of the world.” 

Altered Text (1 Nephi 11:32):  

“And I looked and beheld the Lamb of God, that he was 

taken by the people; yea, the Son of the Everlasting 

God, was judged of the world.” 

1830 Text (1 Nephi 3, p. 32):  

“These last records … shall make known to all kindreds, 

tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God is the 

Eternal Father and the Savior of the world.” 

Altered Text (1 Nephi 13:40)  

“These last records … shall make known to all kindreds, 

tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God is the Son of 

the Eternal Father and the Savior of the world.” 

 2- God Is an Exalted Man- A doctrine of utmost 

importance in Mormonism is that of the Heavenly 

Father being a glorified, exalted, resurrected man. As is 

recorded in D&C 130:22- “The Father has a body of 

flesh and bones as tangible as man's”. This “revelation” 

of Smith came by way of supporting his testimony of the 

First Vision at the sacred grove, which also took on a 

different shape as time progressed. By the time of his 

death, Joseph Smith had revealed a great deal regarding 

the nature of God, much in opposition to orthodox 

Christian teaching.  
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 “First, God himself, who sits enthroned in yonder 

heavens, is a man like unto one of yourselves, that is the 

great secret. If the vail was rent to-day, and the great 

God, who holds this world in its orbit, and upholds all 

things by his power; if you were to see him to-day, you 

would see him in all the person, image and very form as 

a man;...”24 

 Indeed, Mormons teach that our Heavenly Father 

has not always been God, but existed at one time as a 

fallen man and became God through faithful obedience 

to gospel ordinances. Moreover, God is not a spirit, nor 

is he eternal and infinite in wisdom and power. He is 

said to exist in a body of flesh and bone, and this 

knowledge came about through new revelation. This in 

itself is odd, since Smith had allegedly seen the Father 

more than a decade earlier- how could he ever have 

taught anything other than this? 

  These are just some of the present-day LDS 

beliefs and teachings concerning God, but they are not 

harmonious with the earliest views of Mormonism. Note 

what is said about God in Alma 22: 

 “And the king said: Is God that Great Spirit that 

brought our fathers out of the land of Jerusalem? And 

Aaron said unto him: Yea, he is that Great Spirit, and he 

created all things both in heaven and in earth. Believest 

thou this? And he said: Yea, I believe that the Great Spirit 

created all things, and I desire that ye should tell me 
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concerning all these things, and I will believe thy 

words.”25 

 Joseph Smith also taught that God was a 

“personage of spirit” and was omniscient, eternal, and 

omnipotent: 

 “We here observe that God is the only supreme 

governor, and independent being, in whom all fulness 

and perfection dwells; who is omnipotent, omnipresent, 

and omniscient; without beginning of days or end of 

life.”26 

 These early words of Smith are likely unfamiliar to 

modern-day Mormons, because they were part of a 

collection of teachings included in the first editions of 

D&C, but removed after 1912. Nonetheless, these 

teachings were considered “profitable for doctrine” when 

they were initially published27.  

 In light of the words of the Book of Mormon and 

the earliest teachings of Joseph Smith, how can 

Mormons arrive at the position that they are today, 

where it is taught that “He is our Father- the Father of 

our spirits, and was once a man in mortal flesh as we 

are, and is now an exalted Being”?28 How can Smith 

teach in 1830 that “there is a God in heaven, who is 

infinite and eternal, from everlasting to everlasting the 

same unchangeable God, the framer of heaven and 
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 Alma 22:9-11 
26

 Joseph Smith, Lectures on Faith, Lecture Second, p.12 
27

 Doctrine & Covenants 1835 ed., p. 256 
28

 Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 333,1859 
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earth, and all things which are in them” (D&C 20:17), 

only to say in 1844, “We have imagined and supposed 

that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that 

idea” (King Follett Discourse)? 

A NECESSARY EVOLUTION** 

 Once Joseph Smith began to introduce the 

doctrine of exaltation after the publication of the Book of 

Abraham, alterations and adaptations of previous 

teachings regarding the nature of God began to emerge. 

Whereas God in Mormonism was once quite similar in 

power and nature, Smith ultimately began to present 

the Heavenly Father in a far more demoted and 

diminished sense. He needed to explain how men might 

someday become gods themselves, and he did so by 

propagating a notion that our God was once like us, and 

that we can ultimately become like Him. Not only does 

this later doctrine stand opposed to everything that 

came before it in early Mormonism, and not only does 

he reject the message of the prophets of “the most 

correct of any book on earth”, it is the very heresy that 

was conjured up by Satan to bring about the fall of man 

in the garden.  

 “The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will 

not die! For God knows that in the day you eat from it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God…”  -

Genesis 3:4-5a 

 The temptation that befell Adam and Eve in the 

garden is causing the followers of Joseph Smith to 

stumble today. The desire to bring God down to our 



BEHIND THE VEIL 

Goforth 

 

53 

 

level and to exalt ourselves to His throne is the very 

desire that saw Satan cast out of heaven and man cast 

out of the garden. Mormonism is not promoting the 

worship of the One True God, but is inviting us to bow 

to an idol, and image of an exalted man, to take of a 

forbidden fruit. Don’t partake of this heretical doctrine.  

 “For I am the Lord, I change not;” (Malachi 3:6). 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 

hadst formed the earth and the world, even from 

everlasting to everlasting, thou art God (Psalm 90:2)  

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 

Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24) 

The ‘god’ of Mormonism is far too small, and Mormon 

men try to stand far too tall.  
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VI- Our Heavenly Father 

 

“It is necessary that we should understand the character 

and being of God, and how he came to be. We have 

imagined and supposed that God was God from all 

eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so 

that you may see…”29  - Joseph Smith 

 

 The LDS concept of God is both fascinating and 

frightening. It is fascinating in that we are able to survey 

the dramatic transformations in theology from the onset 

of Mormon belief until now, and the evolution of Joseph 

Smith’s teachings about the nature and character of 

God in the span of about fourteen years. It is frightening 

because of the great ramifications that are involved in 

misrepresenting and misinterpreting those things that 

God has revealed to us about himself and teaching 

falsehood. Indeed, we cannot expect to properly 

acknowledge and worship God apart from truth. For as 

Christ Himself said, “true worshipers will worship the 

Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 

worshipers the Father seeks” (John 4:23). If we are 

wrong in our understanding of who God is, or rather, if 

we reject that which He has revealed about Himself in 

favor of a simpler or more palatable belief about God, 
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then we have not only fallen into folly- we have 

embraced idolatry. 

AN EVER-CHANGING THEOLOGY- Prior to the 

publication of The Book of Abraham in 1843, the 

Mormon doctrine of God was quite in alignment with 

what can be read in the Book of Mormon, that God is 

“from everlasting to everlasting,” (Moroni 7:22), 

“unchangeable from all eternity to all eternity,” (Moroni 

8:18). Even in the later Doctrine and Covenants we read 

such statements as, “By these things we know that 

there is a God in heaven, who is infinite and eternal, 

from everlasting to everlasting the same unchangeable 

God” (D&C 20:17), and “From eternity to eternity he is 

the same, and his years never fail” (D&C 76:4). 

 Joseph Smith long confirmed these statements in 

his own sermons for much of his early ministry. In 

Lecture 3 of the famous Lectures on Faith he taught on 

the doctrine of God and quoted from Psalm 90:2: 

“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you 

had formed the earth and the world, even from 

everlasting to everlasting, you are God.” 

 Smith continues by saying that God “changes not, 

neither is there any variableness with him; but that he 

is the same from everlasting to everlasting, being the 

same yesterday today and forever; and that his course is 

one eternal round, without variation.”30 It is obvious 

that in the beginning his views about the eternal, 
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unlimited, unchanging nature of God were quite 

comparable to that of orthodox Christianity. But not 

long before his death in 1844 everything took a 

dramatic shift. Within the span of less than a decade, 

the standard LDS doctrine of God had gone from that of 

an eternal, all-powerful, supremely free and holy God of 

spirit to a finite, limited, exalted man of flesh. 

Elohim, the “Exalted Man”- Joseph Smith ultimately 

fashioned his view of God to become something tangible, 

and made His divine nature something that could be 

attainable by those that followed Mormon teaching. To 

quote what is possibly the most famous of LDS sayings 

on the subject, Lorenzo Snow said, “As man is God once 

was, and as God is man may be.” The general 

understanding of this statement according to 

Mormonism is that our Heavenly Father once existed as 

a fallen man in another world and through faith and 

obedience to gospel principles was resurrected and 

exalted to a place of godhood. Joseph Smith declared, 

“God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted 

man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens!”31 

 Since it is taught that God is an exalted man, they 

teach that He exists with a tangible body of flesh and 

bone, and is therefore not omnipresent as is presented 

in Scripture. Mormons take literally the passages which 

speak of mankind being made in “the image of God” 

(Gen. 1:26-27; Moses 6:9) to suggest that because we 

are endowed with physical bodies God also has a 

physical body. The Gospel Principles manual writes: 
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 “Because we are made in his image, we know that 

God has a body that looks like ours. His eternal spirit is 

housed in a tangible body of flesh and bones (see D&C 

130:22). God’s body, however, is perfected and glorified, 

with a glory beyond all description.”32 

 The title Elohim is used by LDS to identify our 

Heavenly Father from among the countless other ‘gods’ 

that exist in the cosmos. Since the Mormon God is an 

exalted man, it stands to reason that he existed 

previously in a fallen state and was in need of 

redemption, resurrection, and exaltation to become as 

he is today. Therefore, as Joseph Smith taught, Elohim 

is but one of a “plurality of gods”. 

 “If Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and John 

discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ had a 

Father, you may suppose that He had a Father also. 

Where was there ever a son without a father? And where 

was there ever a father without first being a son? 

Whenever did a tree or anything spring into existence 

without a progenitor? And everything comes in this way. 

Paul says that which is earthly is in the likeness of that 

which is heavenly, Hence if Jesus had a Father, can we 

not believe that He had a Father also? I despise the idea 

of being scared to death at such a doctrine, for the Bible 

is full of it.”33 
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33
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 Our ‘Literal’ Father- LDS also teach that “all men and 

women are… literally the sons and daughters of Deity… 

Man, as a spirit, was begotten and born of heavenly 

parents, and reared to maturity in the eternal mansions 

of the Father, prior to coming upon earth in a temporal 

body.”34 According to this belief, and the emphasis 

placed on the necessities of having a physical body (in 

order to perform and receive specific ordinances for 

exaltation) and eternal marriage (which we will discuss 

in greater detail at a later time), Elohim along with our 

Heavenly Mother conceived and birthed every person 

that will ever live in heaven- this means that 

humankind, the angels, and the ‘gods’ are all literal 

family of the same species.35 And just in case you don’t 

understand the logical conclusion to this teaching, let it 

be clear: Mormons teach that we are the literal siblings 

of Jesus Christ, who is the literal brother of Lucifer, or 

Satan. 

 In summary, we are told by Mormons that 1) Our 

Heavenly Father has not always been God, but once 

existed as a fallen man and progressed to godhood 

through exaltation; 2) Elohim exists in the form of a 

man, with a tangible, physical body of flesh and bone; 3) 

Our God is but one of an infinite succession of ‘gods’, 

and intends for us to ultimately achieve godhood 

ourselves; 4) Mankind is a literal offspring of our 

procreating Heavenly Parents. 

                                                 
34

 Joseph F. Smith, The Origin of Man, “Improvement Era”, 1909, pp. 78, 80 
35
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 Although we have already demonstrated that the 

current doctrine of God in Mormonism is nothing short 

of an apostasy from the Book of Mormon’s 

representation of God, let us identify how greatly these 

teachings contrast that of biblical Christianity. 

OUR GOD IS GREATER** 

1- God has always been God- “Before the mountains 

were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” (Psalm 

90:2) Many of the terms used in the Book of Mormon as 

well as the earliest sermons of Joseph Smith refer 

directly to the eternal, unchanging nature of God, yet 

must be completely ignored or contradicted in order to 

promote the thought that He somehow underwent a 

transformation and exaltation. The Bible is abundantly 

clear on the position of God’s immutability (unchanging 

nature): 

Numbers 23:19 – “God is not a man, that He should lie, 

nor a son of man, that He should repent.” 

1 Samuel 15:29 – “And also the Strength of Israel will not 

lie nor repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent.” 

Psalms 102:26 – “They shall perish, but thou shalt 

endure; yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as 

a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be 

changed.” 

Malachi 3:6 – “For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore 

ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 
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 James 1:17 – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 

with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 

turning.” 

 What is seen as an illogical and incomprehensible 

notion to Mormons is the source of greatest 

encouragement for Christians- that the God we worship 

has always been perfect, holy, and powerful, and that 

He will always be what He has always been- God. Since 

He reveals Himself as “from everlasting to everlasting”, 

“the same yesterday, today, and forever”, we can be sure 

that He will never cease to be what He has always been, 

and that He will remain constant and faithful in a world 

of constant uncertainty. The ‘god’ of Mormonism cannot 

guarantee that he will not change, because He has not 

always been god. 

2- God is Spirit, and is Omnipresent- Brigham Young 

said, “Some would have us believe that God is present 

everywhere. It is not so.”36 But the Bible demonstrates 

that our God is by nature spirit (John 4:23-24) and 

dwells in all places at all times. If He exists as Mormons 

teach, then none of these passages could be true: 

 “‘Am I only a God nearby,’ declares the Lord, ‘and 

not a God far away? Can anyone hide in secret places so 

that I cannot see him’ declares the Lord. ‘Do not I fill 

heaven and earth?’ declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:23–

24) 
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 “Where can I go from your Spirit? Or where can I 

flee from your presence? If I ascend into heaven, you are 

there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, you are there; if I 

take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost 

parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and 

your right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the 

darkness will hide me and the light become night around 

me,” even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night 

will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.” 

(Psalm 139:7-12) 

 “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, watching 

the evil and the good.” (Proverbs 15:3) 

 Again, to know that there is no place that is 

absent the presence of God is both awe-inspiring and 

humbling for the believer, and a claim that cannot 

reasonably be made by Mormons. 

3- God is God Alone- In the passage known as the ‘trial 

of the false gods’ in Isaiah, we read of the damning 

indictments made by Yahweh against all those who set 

themselves up as idols. Hear His words: 

 Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be 

any after me… “This is what the Lord says— Israel’s 

King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: I am the first and 

I am the last; apart from me there is no God. Who then is 

like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out 

before me what has happened since I established my 

ancient people, and what is yet to come— yes, let them 

foretell what will come. Do not tremble, do not be afraid.  

Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are 
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my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is 

no other Rock; I know not one.” (Isa. 43:10, 44:6-8) 

 I have challenged Mormon missionaries to explain 

what this passage means in light of their belief that 

Elohim is one of many ‘gods’ in existence, and they have 

always gone away without answer. It is clear as day that 

God is proclaiming here that He alone is God, and that 

there are none who can compare to Him. Besides Him, 

there are no gods, for He knows no other. There are 

none before Him, and there will be none after Him. How 

can He say such things if He Himself descended from 

another Heavenly Father, or if Jesus Christ is a ‘god’ 

descending from Himself? Does He not recognize them 

as ‘gods” like unto Himself? 

4- Man is Not of the Same Species- Mormons suggest 

that “as man is, God once was; and as God is, man may 

become”, giving the idea that we are truly one-and-the-

same with God in likeness, nature, and potential. This 

is nothing short of pure blasphemy. 

 God is uncreated, we are created. God is infinite 

in power, knowledge, and holiness, and we are limited 

in all respects. God is perfect, pure, and righteous, and 

we are fallen, corrupt, and wretched. We are nothing 

like God, and we are nothing without Him. 

TEAR DOWN YOUR IDOLS** 

 This is no minor issue when it comes to 

understanding and dealing with LDS doctrine. We need 

to realize that Mormons do not hold a proper and 
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biblical view of who God is and how we are to respond to 

Him. Their acknowledgement of Him is not one of 

humble reverence and true worship, but rather a 

distorted perception that makes Him out to be a mere 

example of a man that achieved a high status that 

everyone else might attain for themselves under the 

right conditions. At the end of the day, Mormons are not 

honoring God, but simply seeking for a throne for 

themselves. And unfortunately, because they do not 

honor Him as God, they will find themselves as objects 

of His divine wrath if they do soon see their horrible 

deception and turn in repentance. 
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VII- Jesus, Our Elder Brother 

 

 "It is true that many of the Christian churches 

worship a different Jesus Christ than is worshipped by 

the Mormons or The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints."37  - Bernard P. Brockbank  

 In our lax cultural Christianity, many come to 

accept Mormons as true believers because of what they 

have said about Jesus Christ. And it is true, if you were 

to ask any Mormon what they believe about Jesus, you 

would hear many things that sound familiar and 

promising:  

 “Jesus is our Savior and Redeemer and the Only 

Begotten Son of God the Father.”38 Indeed, there is no 

denial that faith in Jesus is central to LDS theology. 

Mormons profess that salvation is not possible without 

the Atonement of Christ. They pray in his name, preach 

in his name, and honor him is both Savior and Lord. 

Even the very name of the church bears his name- The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  

 So it becomes very difficult for a person to reject 

Mormons as Christians from a surface-level inquiry. 

After all, isn’t the heart of Christianity the profession of 

faith in Jesus Christ as the “only begotten Son of God”?  
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WHAT ARE YOU REALLY SAYING?** 

 One of the greatest challenges in ministering to 

Mormons is overcoming the language barrier. No, I’m 

not referring to the difference between English and some 

foreign tongue, but rather the differences in theological 

terminology. Although we may be using the same 

phrases and words when speaking on a particular 

subject, and it may sound as if we are in agreement and 

saying the same thing, very often we are not. And this 

reality is never more obvious than when we reach the 

subject of the person and nature of Jesus Christ.  

The Son of God-  

 Mormons teach that Jesus is the son of God in the 

most literal sense, meaning that the Heavenly Father 

(and mother) conceived and birthed Jesus Christ in the 

pre-mortal life and that he is the firstborn of all spirit 

children.  

 “Fundamental to the teachings of The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the concept that all 

human beings were born as spirit sons and daughters of 

heavenly parents before any were born as mortals to 

earthly parents. Latter-day Saints believe that the eldest 

and firstborn spirit child of God is Jehovah and that it 

was he who was later born with a physical body to Mary 

as Jesus Christ.”39 
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 Just as all mankind was created in a pre-mortal 

existence as spirit-children of Elohim (Heavenly Father), 

Jesus Christ was the first of these children and pre-

existed as Jehovah in the Old Testament.  

Only Begotten Son- 

 An immediate question arises when discussing 

the concept of Jesus Christ being the first of many 

spiritual offspring of Elohim: “Doesn’t the Bible teach 

that Jesus is the only begotten Son of God?” Mormons 

provide an interesting response. Joseph F. Smith said:  

 "Now, we are told in scriptures that Jesus Christ is 

the only begotten Son of God in the flesh. Well, now for 

the benefit of the older ones, how are children begotten? I 

answer just as Jesus Christ was begotten of his father ... 

Jesus is the only person who had our Heavenly Father as 

the father of his body.”40 

 Bruce McConkie reiterated such a point: 

 “Christ was begotten by an Immortal Father in the 

same way mortal men are begotten by mortal fathers.”41 

 It is taught in LDS doctrine that Jesus Christ is 

unique in the sense that he is the only literal, physical 

offspring of flesh and bone, having been conceived 

through the sexual union of Elohim and Mary. In this 

way, he inherited the divine qualities of God and the 

mortal qualities of humanity by being the biological 
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offspring of both God and man. To again quote from 

Mormon Apostle Bruce McConkie, he said, “For our 

present purposes, suffice it to say that our Lord was 

born of a virgin, which is fitting and proper, and also 

natural, since the Father of the Child was an immortal 

Being ... He is the Son of God in the same sense and 

way that we are the sons of mortal fathers. It is just that 

simple.”42 

 In short, Mormons view Christ as the “firstborn” 

of all the spirit children of Elohim, and the “only 

begotten” of Elohim in the flesh. According to this view, 

it is easy to see that Mormons present a Jesus that is 

less closely-related to the Father in nature and more 

closely-connected to us: 

 “When the time came that His first-born, the 

Saviour, should come into the world and take a 

tabernacle, the Father came Himself and favoured that 

spirit with a tabernacle instead of letting any other man 

do it. The Saviour was begotten by the Father of His 

spirit, by the same Being who is the Father of our spirits, 

and that is all the organic difference between Jesus 

Christ and you and me.”43 

A DIFFERENT JESUS** 

 From taking a summary view of the actual 

meanings of the terms used by LDS to talk of the person 

of Jesus Christ, it becomes obvious that there are 

several crucial differences that are to be considered. 
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 The Promised Messiah, pp. 466, 468 
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First, Mormons tell us that Jesus is but one among a 

multitude of spiritual offspring of a Heavenly Mother 

and Father, making him essentially equal with the rest 

of humanity in the sense that we are all God’s children. 

Secondly, we are told that Jesus Christ incarnate was 

the result of a flesh-and-bone God coming down to 

copulate with Mary, and not through any supernatural 

conception through the Holy Spirit.  

 “Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of 

this world; I am not of this world. I said, therefore, unto 

you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not 

that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”  - John 8:23-24, 

KJV 

 This is a topic of extreme importance for many 

reasons. To embrace and promote the Mormon Jesus is 

to deny Scripture. To make the suggestions that have 

been presented here are to create cataclysmic issues 

theologically. But the greatest concern with having a 

distorted view on the person of Jesus Christ is 

soteriologically- if you do not embrace the real Jesus, 

you cannot possess a real salvation.  

 Jesus said, “If you do not believe that I am, you 

will die in your sins.” This is no small statement. The 

purpose of Old Testament prophecy was to prepare for 

and proclaim the coming Messiah. The penning of the 

New Testament was to preserve the message of the 

gospel. The work of the Holy Spirit is to reveal the truth 

about Christ to those who would believe His message. 

There is no more important message than to know who 
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Jesus, and Scripture has made it abundantly clear for 

us. And if we deny it, we deny the only hope for eternity.  

The Eternal Son-  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made by him; and 

without him was not anything made that was made.”  -

John 1:1-3 

 The opening verses of John’s gospel gives us a 

glimpse into the eternality of the Son. Given the title of 

the “Word”, and this “Word” identified as the one who 

“became flesh” in verse 14, Jesus is seen as existing 

from all eternity in perfect union and fellowship with the 

Father. Scripture is unquestionable in revealing that 

prior to his incarnation, Jesus Christ existed eternally 

with God and shared in all the divine attributes that 

make up deity.  

 Jesus was not created, but has always been. This 

is what is understood by the reader of John 8 when 

Jesus said to the Jews, “before Abraham was, I am” 

(John 8:58). Not only does this speak of Jesus’ pre-

existence, but it is an intentional reference to the Old 

Testament title that is given to Yahweh by the prophets. 

It speaks of an eternal existence, a being that is without 

time or beginning.  

 Mormons reason around this dilemma by 

conceding that Jesus existed as Jehovah in the Old 

Testament, and seek to create a differentiation between 
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the Son and the Father (Elohim). Unfortunately, one 

cannot find a single reference in the Bible where 

Jehovah bears the attributes ascribed by Mormons of 

one who was a literal, created offspring of a Heavenly 

Father. In fact, Jehovah is seen universally as an 

“everlasting God” (Isa. 40:28), and Jesus Christ 

identifies himself in the New Testament as that same 

eternal God.  

Uncreated Creator-  

 “For by him were all things created, that are in 

heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 

whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 

or powers, all things were created by him, and for him; 

and he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”  

- Colossians 1:16-17 

 Just as was said in the first verses of John, Paul 

here tells us that Jesus Christ existed “before all things” 

and in fact created all things. In order to place Christ in 

a lower rank, Jehovah’s Witnesses also seek to skirt 

around this same passage by adding the word “other” 

into the text, so that Christ cannot be credited with the 

creation of “all things” since they see him as a created 

being. In the same way, Mormons would agree that 

Jesus created everything else, but that he himself was 

created by the Father. They would also struggle to 

explain what is meant by the statement that in him “all 

things consist” (or hold together). For this is an attribute 

of the Father, not the Son.  
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 But the Bible does not limit the creative authority 

of the Son to that of a subservient role- in fact, when we 

see Scripture revealing the work of the Son in creation 

we find that just as he has shared all eternity equally 

with the Father, he has also shared equally in the 

creation and governing of all things for all time.  

 You cannot demote the Son to a lesser being than 

God, because he exists in the very nature of God.  

A DANGEROUS HERESY** 

 The teachings of the LDS church regarding the 

person of Jesus Christ is not a trivial matter. Just 

because they say that Jesus Christ is the “son of God” 

doesn’t mean that they are accepting the biblical 

testimony of who he is. And to embrace anything less is 

to reject the gospel itself.  

 Can anyone other than God provide salvation to a 

fallen people? Can a fallen man that is in as much a 

need to “work out his own salvation” as we do make 

redemption possible for us? 44 More significantly, is the 

spirit-brother of Lucifer, a mere created being, worthy of 

the kind of worship that is found in countless texts of 

Scripture, and would not such worship be utterly 

blasphemous if Jesus Christ were not God?  

 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many 

angels around the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, 

and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, 
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“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and 

riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessing.” 

 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the 

earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things 

in them, I heard saying, 

 

“To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be 

blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and 

ever.” 

And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And 

the elders fell down and worshiped.  – Revelation 5:11-

14, NASB 
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VIII- The Atonement and Grace 

 

   "Guilt is to our spirit what pain is to our body - a 

warning of danger and a protection from additional 

damage.  From the Atonement of the Savior flows the 

soothing salve that can heal our spiritual wounds and 

remove guilt.  However, this salve can only be applied 

through the principles of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

repentance, and consistent obedience."45 

 

 The doctrine of the atonement is a crucial element 

of the Christian faith. Indeed, it is the very act of God in 

bringing about the redemption of His people through the 

sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ. The word itself means 

to “make amends, or to repair a wrong done”, and 

biblically-speaking it means to “remove guilt”46. We are 

to understand that without the work of Christ and the 

shedding of blood on the cross, there would be no hope 

for forgiveness of sin and eternal life in the presence of 

God. Mormons seem to agree with this on the surface: 

 "If Christ had not made his Atonement, the 

penalties for mistakes would be added one on the other. 

Life would be hopeless. But He willingly sacrificed in 

order that we may be redeemed. And he said, ‘Behold, he 
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who has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven, and I, 

the Lord, remember them no more.’”47 

 Mormons recognize the absolute necessity of the 

atonement, saying that the “atonement of Jesus Christ 

is central to this plan (of salvation)”. They recognize that 

without the sacrifice of Christ the forgiveness of sins 

would be impossible. But this should not be taken to 

assume that this composes a proper and biblical 

presentation of the atonement.  

POSSIBILITY VERSUS REALITY** 

 . According to Mormonism, the Atonement is seen 

as “the event that enables us to be reconciled to God”, a 

work of Jesus Christ that will only benefit those who 

choose to accept it and follow His teachings (The Plan of 

Salvation, p. 10). Few examples of the Mormon view of 

the Atonement can be seen than in Boyd Packer’s 

illustration of “The Mediator”, as read in the Gospel 

Principles manual, pp. 75-77: 

 There once was a man who wanted something 

very much. It seemed more important than anything else 

in his life. In order for him to have his desire, he incurred 

a great debt. 

 He had been warned about going into that much 

debt, and particularly about his creditor. But it seemed so 

important for him to do what he wanted to do and to 
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have what he wanted right now. He was sure he could 

pay for it later. 

 So he signed a contract. He would pay it off some 

time along the way. He didn’t worry too much about it, 

for the due date seemed such a long time away. He had 

what he wanted now, and that was what seemed 

important. 

 The creditor was always somewhere in the back of 

his mind, and he made token payments now and again, 

thinking somehow that the day of reckoning really would 

never come. 

 But as it always does, the day came, and the 

contract fell due. The debt had not been fully paid. His 

creditor appeared and demanded payment in full. 

 Only then did he realize that his creditor not only 

had the power to repossess all that he owned, but the 

power to cast him into prison as well. 

 “I cannot pay you, for I have not the power to do 

so,” he confessed. 

 “Then,” said the creditor, “we will exercise the 

contract, take your possessions, and you shall go to 

prison. You agreed to that. It was your choice. You signed 

the contract, and now it must be enforced.” 

 “Can you not extend the time or forgive the debt?” 

the debtor begged. “Arrange some way for me to keep 

what I have and not go to prison. Surely you believe in 

mercy? Will you not show mercy?” 
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 The creditor replied, “Mercy is always so one-

sided. It would serve only you. If I show mercy to you, it 

will leave me unpaid. It is justice I demand. Do you 

believe in justice?” 

 “I believed in justice when I signed the contract,” 

the debtor said. “It was on my side then, for I thought it 

would protect me. I did not need mercy then, nor think I 

should need it ever. Justice, I thought, would serve both 

of us equally as well.” 

 “It is justice that demands that you pay the 

contract or suffer the penalty,” the creditor replied. “That 

is the law. You have agreed to it and that is the way it 

must be. Mercy cannot rob justice.” 

 There they were: One meting out justice, the other 

pleading for mercy. Neither could prevail except at the 

expense of the other. 

 “If you do not forgive the debt there will be no 

mercy,” the debtor pleaded. 

 “If I do, there will be no justice,” was the reply. 

 Both laws, it seemed, could not be served. They 

are two eternal ideals that appear to contradict one 

another. Is there no way for justice to be fully served, and 

mercy also? 

 There is a way! The law of justice can be fully 

satisfied and mercy can be fully extended—but it takes 

someone else. And so it happened this time. 



BEHIND THE VEIL 

Goforth 

 

79 

 

 The debtor had a friend. He came to help. He knew 

the debtor well. He knew him to be shortsighted. He 

thought him foolish to have gotten himself into such a 

predicament. Nevertheless, he wanted to help because he 

loved him. He stepped between them, faced the creditor, 

and made this offer. 

 “I will pay the debt if you will free the debtor from 

his contract so that he may keep his possessions and not 

go to prison.” 

 As the creditor was pondering the offer, the 

mediator added, “You demanded justice. Though he 

cannot pay you, I will do so. You will have been justly 

dealt with and can ask no more. It would not be just.” 

 And so the creditor agreed. 

 The mediator turned then to the debtor. “If I pay 

your debt, will you accept me as your creditor?” 

 “Oh yes, yes,” cried the debtor. “You save me from 

prison and show mercy to me.” 

 “Then,” said the benefactor, “you will pay the debt 

to me and I will set the terms. It will not be easy, but it 

will be possible. I will provide a way. You need not go to 

prison.”48 

 Elder Boyd Packer’s parable of the creditor 

demonstrates a clear misunderstanding and even a 

contradiction of the work of Christ’s atonement. In it, he 

                                                 
48

 Boyd M. Packer, The Mediator, Gospel Principles pp. 75-77 



BEHIND THE VEIL 

Goforth 

 

80 

 

suggests that although the debtor has found a friend to 

pay his debt to the first creditor, he nonetheless 

remains a debtor, now to a second creditor! The problem 

of indebtedness has not changed, and mankind still 

remains in a state of having to work in order to merit 

salvation. We are no longer indebted to God, but now 

Christ has become our debtor- and in no way can we 

say that salvation is a “free gift”, and this new contract 

does nothing to remove the sin-debt or human 

obligation. So in essence, the LDS view of the 

Atonement did nothing to pay the penalty for sin, but 

only “refinanced” it, leaving us to work off the debt 

through gospel principles and ordinances. 

The Finished Work- 

 The Bible, however, teaches that the Atonement of 

Jesus Christ did more than make salvation a mere 

possibility, but an actuality. In giving Himself as a 

sacrifice for sin, Jesus fulfilled and accomplished the 

work of satisfying God’s wrath, removing the penalty of 

sin, and securing salvation for His people (see Heb. 

10:10-14 and notice that the author speaks of the 

“sanctification” and “perfection” of the saints in a past-

tense). Jesus’ atoning work did not simply make 

reconciliation possible, but through the cross God’s 

children have been reconciled (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:22). 

Christians do not view the work of the cross as a 

“partial work”, but a completed work. 

 Mormons never see salvation as a “finished work” 

that grants full assurance of faith, but the sacrifice of 

Christ is but one of a multitude of acts that must be 
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done in order to obtain eternal life. The benefits of 

Christ are not given to the believing, but to those who 

are found worthy through obedience.  

 “Christ did his part to atone for our sins. To make 

this atonement fully effective in our lives, we must strive 

to obey him and repent of our sins… Christ makes it 

possible to be saved from sin if we do our part.”49 

NOT-SO AMAZING GRACE** 

 The Book of Mormon says, “for we know that it is 

by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.” (2 

Nephi 25:23) An in another place, “Yea, come unto 

Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of 

all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny yourselves of all 

ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and 

strength, then is his grace sufficient for you, that by his 

grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of 

God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the 

power of God.” (Moroni 10:32). It is not difficult to 

recognize that Mormonism has a very different and 

diminished perspective on the doctrine of grace.  

 In Mormon publications, grace is defined simply 

as “divine help and strength given through the mercy 

and love of Jesus Christ.”50 It is seen as an assisting 

component from God that helps an individual live a life 

worthy of the benefits of the atonement. It is the agent 

that steps in and “fills the gap” for us after we have 

done everything- and only after we have done 
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everything- to prove ourselves faithful and obedient to 

the gospel.  

 The Bible, however, tells us that there is 

absolutely nothing that we can do- and that is why we 

needed a perfect and complete Atonement (Greek 

‘kalattasso’, meaning “to be reconciled” or “restored to 

favor”), because Scripture paints a picture of man being 

“dead in sin” (Eph. 2:1), “enemies of God” (Rom. 5:6-10), 

“slaves of sin” (John 8:34). In being radically corrupted 

in heart, body, and mind through sin, none of our deeds 

or actions could merit the good favor of God. Therefore, 

if any of us were to be restored to a right fellowship with 

the Father, He would have to show us mercy and grace. 

Through the perfect offering of Jesus Christ, sinful man 

was “reconciled” to God and was saved by grace- 

undeserved, unmerited favor.  

 Grace is a gift from God (Eph. 2:8), and cannot be 

obtained through acts of obedience or good work, 

because grace would then become a wage. Wages are 

earned, and the Bible clearly teaches that “the wages of 

sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), and since all have sinned 

(Rom. 3:23),  all of us rightly deserve death. But God 

sent Christ to justify sinners freely, because that was 

the only means by which anyone would be saved. Man 

cannot work to earn justification, reconciliation, or 

righteousness; these things must be given to him 

because he can do nothing that would earn God’s favor.  

 Here then is my primary concern with LDS 

doctrine: If we are “saved by grace after all we can do,” 

and if our salvation is dependent upon putting away 
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ungodliness and loving God with all of our might and 

strength (Moroni 10:32), then Christ’s death is not 

enough, and grace is neither sufficient nor is it free. And 

if Christ’s sacrifice didn’t actually remove the sin 

penalty, and if God’s grace doesn’t transform us from a 

people “dead in sin”, “enemies of God” and “slaves to 

sin”, how can we ever do what the prophet Moroni 

requires and “deny ourselves of all ungodliness” if 

ungodliness is part of our nature as fallen people?  

 We need more than a potential Savior. We need a 

perfect Savior, who is not only able to redeem us but 

who will actually redeem us. The Jesus Christ of 

Mormonism did not remove sin’s penalty from the 

human condition, but merely made us indebted to 

himself. In Mormonism, grace is not a gift that is freely 

given to the children of God by a supremely loving 

Father, it is a treat that dangles from the end of a rope 

and everyone has to climb and jump to obtain. The 

gospel of the LDS church is one based and dependent 

upon effort, work, sacrifice and self-denial, and its goal 

is exaltation, personal reward and potential glorification. 

This is not the gospel. This is not good news.  

 “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 

him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning 

to a different gospel— not that there is another one, but 

there are some who trouble you and want to distort the 

gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven 

should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 

preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said 

before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you 
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a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be 

accursed… 

 “For all who rely on works of the law are under a 

curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not 

abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do 

them.” Now it is evident that no one is justified before 

God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does 

them shall live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the 

curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 

written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”  -

Galatians 1:6-9, 3:10-13 
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IX- The Fulness of the Gospel 

 

 “The… "fulness of the gospel" refers to the whole 

doctrine of redemption demonstrated and taught in the 

ministry and life of Jesus Christ. It "consists in those 

laws, doctrines, ordinances, powers, and authorities 

needed to enable men to gain the fulness of salvation.”51 

 

 Given that we have just pointed out the fact that 

Mormons view the work of the cross of Christ as an 

event that only makes salvation a “potentiality” rather 

than a reality (see our previous chapter on the 

atonement), it is necessary that we take the time to 

discuss those things that are required in Mormonism for 

a person to obtain the blessings offered through the 

atonement. These ordinances taught by LDS are part of 

what is known as the “new and everlasting covenant” 

and is seen as man entering into a contract with God 

whereby he agrees to keep all the commands and 

ordinances in order to receive the benefits and blessings 

of eternal life.52 
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RESTORING THE GOSPEL** 

 According to Mormonism, the gospel is an eternal 

covenant that has existed from the time of Adam and 

has been passed down through history, eventually 

culminated in the Atonement of Jesus Christ and the 

establishment of the Church. During the “apostasy” (see 

chapter 3 for more on this matter), many of the “plain 

and precious truths” pertaining to the gospel were lost 

and corrupt doctrines made their way into the Church.  

 It wasn’t until the Heavenly Father revealed the 

Book of Mormon and ordained Joseph Smith as a 

prophet that these essential principles and ordinances 

were restored, making it possible for God’s people to 

once again enter into a proper covenant relationship 

with the Father. These first of these includes faith, 

repentance, baptism and the laying on of hands to 

receive the Holy Ghost. Beyond these initial ordinances 

are the essential teachings that eternal marriage, 

baptisms for the dead, and receiving temple 

endowments provide even greater blessings both in this 

life and in eternal exaltation.53 

The Requirements for Salvation-  

 The Book of Mormon teaches that man is saved 

by grace “after all we can do” (2 Nephi 25:23), and 
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Mormon males must seek “eternal marriage” and participate in proxy baptism. 

These teachings will be covered in a later study.  
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Mormons tell us that this “all we can do” specifically 

relates to our obedience to the gospel principles outlined 

in LDS Scripture. To be sure, let us reference what some 

of the greatest Mormon leaders have said about the 

necessity of observing the saving ordinances: 

 “And this greater priesthood administereth the 

gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries of the 

kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God. 

Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the power of 

godliness is manifest. 

 And without the ordinances thereof, and the 

authority of the priesthood, the power of godliness is not 

manifest unto men in the flesh.” –D&C 84:19-21 

 “Sacred ordinances are ordained of God. They are 

essential to our salvation and exaltation. Through the 

sacred ordinances of the gospel, we learn of His kingdom 

and learn of Him, we enter into holy and eternal 

covenants, and we receive an endowment of divine 

power in our lives. All of these things bring us to Christ 

that we may be perfected in Him.”54 

 “We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, 

all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and 

ordinances of the Gospel.”55 

 To be specific, Mormons believe that in order to 

receive the blessings provided by the Atonement of 

Christ, a person must 1) demonstrate faith in Christ 
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and repent of their sins; 2) be baptized into the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and receive the Holy 

Ghost by the laying on of hands by one possessing the 

Priesthood Authority. These are the initial steps taken 

by one seeking to follow Christ according to LDS 

doctrine, but surely this is not all of the gospel. Once a 

person exercises faith and is baptized, they are called to 

learn and practice continual obedience to all of the 

commandments of Christ as set forth by Mormon 

leadership. Some of these principles include faithful 

church attendance and tithing, taking of the sacrament, 

and having one’s marriage for time and eternity. It is 

only after having done this, and after “enduring to the 

end”, can a person have any hope of entering into God’s 

celestial kingdom. Without these ordinances a person 

cannot be saved.  

 It is understandable for those outside of 

Mormonism to find this view of salvation foreign to that 

of the biblical concept. But to say that the idea of a 

“fulness of the gospel” complete with saving ordinances 

is unbiblical isn’t startling to the learned Mormon, 

because they understand that the pure gospel had been 

long lost in the apostasy and that much of what has 

been revealed through Latter-day prophets is the same 

primitive gospel that came from Christ.  

 Nephi wrote, speaking of the Bible, "When it 

proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew it contained 

the fulness of the gospel of the Lord, of whom the Twelve 

apostles bear record." But men have taken away from 

the Bible "many parts which are plain and most 
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precious; and also many covenants of the Lord have 

they taken away," which resulted in a loss of the gospel 

(cf. 1 Ne. 13:24-29). And through Joseph Smith, God 

gave a restoration, as President Ezra Taft Benson 

explains: "The Book of Mormon contains the fulness of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ (D&C 20:9). That does not 

mean it contains every teaching, every doctrine ever 

revealed. Rather, it means that in the Book of Mormon 

we will find the fulness of those doctrines required for 

our salvation. And they are taught plainly and simply so 

that even children can learn the ways of salvation and 

exaltation".56 

CHRIST’S TRUE GOSPEL?** 

 The primary position of Mormonism regarding the 

“fulness of the gospel” is that what they present to the 

world is the only true and undefiled gospel- the same 

message that first came through Jesus Christ and was 

restored through Joseph Smith and the Book of 

Mormon. Indeed, the very essence of the testimony 

regarding the Book of Mormon and its importance is 

that it is a message that was preserved for the purpose 

of restoring the “plain and precious truths” of the gospel 

so that the true Church can be reestablished. Yet the 

glaring and disturbing reality that Mormons must 

recognize is that the “gospel” that is preached today by 

the LDS, complete with the many necessary ordinances 

and commandments that have accumulated over time, 

are not only absent from what is found in the Bible as 
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well as the Book of Mormon, but many are in direct 

opposition to the doctrines found therein.  

Baptism for the Dead-  

 President Wilford Woodruff said regarding the 

important gospel principle of baptisms for the dead, "I 

look upon this portion of our ministry as a mission of as 

much importance as preaching to the living; the dead 

will hear the voice of the servants of God in the spirit-

world, and they cannot come forth in the morning of the 

resurrection, unless certain ordinances are performed 

for and in their behalf in temples built to the name of 

God. It takes just as much to save a dead man as a 

living man.”57 Modern-day Mormonism encourages 

proxy baptism as one of the more important of all 

ministries of the Church, and was one of the vital 

doctrines that was lost in the apostasy.  

 The Book of Mormon, however, not only does not 

teach this doctrine, but outright denies it. Parallel with 

orthodox Christian teaching, the Book of Mormon 

reveals that “he that persists in his own carnal nature, 

and goes on in the ways of sin and rebellion against 

God, remaineth in his fallen state and the devil hath all 

power over him. Therefor he is as thoughthere was no 

redemption made, being an enemy to God; and also is 

the devil an enemy to God." (Mosiah 16:5) Other 

Mormon texts such as 2 Nephi 9:38 and Alma 34:31-35 

also confirm the biblical message that man has no 

opportunity for redemption after death.  
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Eternal Marriage- 

 Another central doctrine unique to the LDS is that 

of eternal marriage, or the belief that a husband and 

wife are to have their union sealed for time and eternity 

in the temple for the purpose of going into the Celestial 

Kingdom as a family and continue to bear children in 

the spirit-world. Only in this way can Mormons truly be 

like their heavenly parents and receive every blessing of 

exaltation.  

 “In the celestial glory there are three heavens or 

degrees; And in order to obtain the highest, a man must 

enter into this order of the priesthood [meaning the new 

and everlasting covenant of marriage]; And if he does not, 

he cannot obtain it” (D&C 131:1–3). 

 Furthermore, Mormon doctrine insists that those 

who do not enter into an eternal marriage covenant 

cannot expect to experience the highest level of 

exaltation. Elder Spencer W. Kimball said: 

 “How conclusive! How bounded! How limiting! And 

we come to realize again as it bears heavily upon us that 

this time, this life, this mortality is the time to prepare to 

meet God. How lonely and barren will be the so-called 

single blessedness throughout eternity! How sad to be 

separate and single and apart through countless ages 

when one could, by meeting requirements, have happy 

marriage for eternity in the temple by proper authority 
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and continue on in ever-increasing joy and happiness, 

growth and development toward godhood."58 

 But this, like so many other vital doctrines 

pertaining to Mormon salvation, is but a foreign concept 

to the Book of Mormon as well as biblical teaching. 

Jesus taught that in eternity that men will neither 

marry nor be given into marriage (Mat. 22:30), and that 

some have given themselves to celibacy for the sake of 

the kingdom of God (19:11-12). Paul also encouraged 

that a life of celibacy was suitable for some believers, 

and that marriage for others (1 Cor. 7:1-7). When 

comparing the Mormon doctrine of eternal marriage 

with the words of Jesus and Paul, it is impossible to 

assert that such an ordinance finds its roots in early 

Christianity.  

WORKS-BASED SALVATION- 

 “The atonement of Christ overcame physical death 

through the Resurrection. This is salvation by grace 

because it comes to all men automatically and does not 

depend on what kinds of lives they have lived. But, if we 

wish to overcome spiritual death and enter back into 

God’s presence, we must be obedient to laws and 

principles. This is exaltation by works. Thus, according to 

this explanation, we are saved by grace and exalted by 

works.”59 
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 My great burden for Mormons is on the very issue 

of salvation- not only that they hold a wrong view of the 

effects of the atonement, believing that Christ’s death 

provided a universal redemption from the physical 

effects of sin while creating the opportunity for the 

exaltation of those who accept and obey the gospel- but 

that Mormons reject the biblical position that man is 

saved “by grace though faith” and that our positive 

standing before God is “not of works” (Eph. 2:8-9). In 

Mormonism, the gift of eternal life is not a gift at all, 

because the blessings of heaven and eternal glory are 

not dependent upon the perfect work of Christ but upon 

the perfect and total obedience of His people.  

 “If we must give all that we have, then our giving 

only almost everything is not enough. If we almost keep 

the commandments, we almost receive the blessings.”60 

 “The gospel is a program of action—of doing things. 

Man’s immortality and eternal life are God’s goals (Moses 

1:39). Immortality has been accomplished by the Savior’s 

sacrifice. Eternal life hangs in the balance awaiting the 

works of men. This progress toward eternal life is a 

matter of achieving perfection. Living all the 

commandments guarantees total forgiveness of sins and 

assures one of exaltation through that perfection which 

comes by complying with the formula the Lord gave us.”61 

 The word gospel literally means “good news”, but 

the gospel of Mormonism is not good news at all. It is a 
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depressing proposal in which Christ has done nothing 

but present a daunting and insurmountable task in 

achieving excellence in ourselves in order to obtain a 

level of righteousness that can never be reached 

because we are left in a state of spiritual deadness. The 

cross did not redeem us, but only served to make 

redemption a mere possibility if we somehow find the 

strength to do the very thing that we couldn’t do before 

the gospel came.  

 Mankind is corrupt through sin, and no amount 

of obedience could ever merit any kind of blessing or 

honor from God. We need more from Christ than just a 

divine “opportunity”- we need complete and total 

redemption and regeneration, and this can only come by 

way of grace. Grace is not “divine help” as is taught in 

Mormon theology, but “undeserved, unearned favor” by 

which God takes the unrighteous and makes him 

righteous. This, according to the Bible, does not come to 

us as a result of our good efforts or intentions, but 

solely by His own mercy and love.  

 "And you [a]were dead in your trespasses and 

sins, in which you formerly walked according to the 

course of this world, according to the prince of the power 

of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the 

lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as 

the rest. But God, being rich in mercy, because of His 

great love with which He loved us, even when we were 

dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with 
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Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up 

with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places 

in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might 

show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been 

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the 

gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may 

boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 

that we would walk in them.”  -Ephesians 2:1-10 

 The gospel of the Bible is real “good news”, 

because it paints a picture of a perfect, holy God 

providing total salvation to a people that could 

otherwise never save themselves. It recognizes man’s 

weakness and inability, and reveals Christ as a perfect 

and complete Savior for those who would receive the gift 

of forgiveness and reconciliation by faith.  
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X- Exaltation 

 

 “Here then is eternal life- to know the only wise 

and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods 

yourselves, and to be kings and priests to God, the same 

as all Gods have done before you, namely, by going from 

one small degree to another, and from a small capacity to 

a great one; from grace to grace, from exaltation to 

exaltation, until you attain to the resurrection of the dead, 

and are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and to sit 

in glory, as do those who sit enthroned in everlasting 

power.”   - Joseph Smith62 

 When we speak of the subject of eternal life and 

salvation with Mormons, it must be clearly understood 

that terminology is important and that Mormons view 

things very differently than orthodox Christians. When 

we speak of a person being “saved”, a Christian 

perceives that term in a biblical sense, meaning that a 

person has been redeemed from the wrath of God and 

adopted into His family by grace through faith. When a 

person is “saved” in Christian theology, he has been 

born again and is guaranteed eternal life in heaven. This 

is not a universal result of the work of Christ to the 

benefit of every person, but a specific, selective work 

upon those who believe in the gospel.  
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 In Mormonism, however, salvation refers to that 

element of Christ’s atonement that removed the effects 

of physical death for all of humanity, so that every 

person will receive a resurrection into eternal life. In 

that sense, salvation is universal in nature. This aspect 

of Mormon soteriology must be clearly understood when 

engaging in conversations about the gospel, because it 

truly makes all the difference in the world.  

THE ULTIMATE GOAL** 

 In LDS theology, escaping judgment and finding 

peace with God through Jesus Christ is not the primary 

objective. The “gospel” of Mormonism is more than faith 

and repentance, it is a system by which sinful man can 

obtain eternal glory for himself, ultimately becoming the 

object of worship and, in a very literal sense, a “god”.  

 Quite possibly the most famous (or infamous, 

depending on who you are talking to) statement from 

the mouth of any single Mormon leader concerning 

exaltation is that of Lorenzo Snow: “As man is God once 

was, as God is man may become.” This brief statement 

accurately summarizes the central focus of all those 

who faithfully practice Mormonism- not to live in 

eternity with God, but to live eternally as God.  

 Exaltation is eternal life, the kind of life God lives. 

He lives in great glory. He is perfect. He possesses all 

knowledge and all wisdom. He is the Father of spirit 

children. He is a creator. We can become like our 

Heavenly Father. This is exaltation… They will have 
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everything that our Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ 

have—all power, glory, dominion, and knowledge.”63 

 Clearly this kind of teaching is far from the 

standard biblical perspective of God’s plan for His 

children, it should be recognized that the doctrine of 

exaltation is the natural culmination of the bulk of LDS 

teaching. And as is always the case, bad theology begins 

with a wrong view of God.  

Polytheism- Joseph Smith and his successors boldly 

taught the Law of Eternal Progression- a belief that 

Elohim started out just like us, a spirit-child of another 

Heavenly Father that was sent to experience mortality 

and learn obedience so that he might be resurrected 

and obtain exalted status. As all other “gods” before 

him, Elohim became God through faithful obedience to 

gospel principles and is now “passing the torch” on to 

his children.  

 This is the system that has been in place from all 

eternity and to achieve the same state of godhood as 

Elohim is the example of Christ and the goal of all 

faithful Mormons. And although there are numerous 

LDS Scripture references that can be utilized to support 

this belief, there is one primary Bible verse cited with 

frequency to argue Mormon polytheism and the Law of 

Eternal Progression:  

  “Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your 

Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?”  -John 10:34 
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 In this famously debated passage, Jesus is 

answering an accusation from the Jews who sought to 

condemn him for blasphemy, “making himself to be 

God” (v. 33). His response, “you are gods”, is a favorite 

point for the Mormon claim that Jesus taught that men 

can become gods. Yet this sort of interpretation forces 

us to ignore the context and overarching message of the 

text itself, and instead forces a presupposed theology 

into the passage.  

 First, the verse plainly states “you are gods” 

(italics mine), not “you will be gods” as the Mormon 

doctrine of exaltation teaches. No one would confess 

belief that men are already gods, but merely “gods in 

embryo”64 However, if we desire to take Jesus’ words 

here as evidence of the deity of man, we would be forced 

to conclude that Jesus was literally calling the Jews at 

that very moment to be “gods”. And since none of us 

would go so far as to claim that men who were yet in 

their state of corruption to be “gods” in the sense that 

Mormonism teaches, we must seek a further 

understanding of what Jesus meant here.  

 It is not hard to discover that Jesus’ statement in 

John 10:34 was a direct quote from Psalm 82 (most 

Bibles provide a notation wherever one passage cites 

another). Therefore, it is essential that we recognize that 

He intends to bring out a lesson from the Old Testament 

at this appropriate point. And by referring to this 

passage in Psalm 82, we can get a clearer 
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understanding of what is intended by the phrase “you 

are gods.”  

“God has taken his place in the divine council; in the 

midst of the gods he holds judgment: 

“How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to 

the wicked? Selah 

Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the 

right of the afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the weak 

and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the 

wicked.” 

 

They have neither knowledge nor understanding, 

they walk about in darkness; all the foundations of the 

earth are shaken.  

I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; 

nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like any 

prince.”  - Psalm 82:1-7 

 This passage clearly refutes any notion that the 

“gods” mentioned here refers to some exalted being that 

will reign eternally with glory and immortality. As we 

read, God is condemning “unjust” judges that “have 

neither knowledge or understanding”- attributes in no 

manner resembling those that will ascend to the place of 

immortal deity in the Celestial Kingdom.  

 Further study of this text allows us to see that the 

“gods” mentioned here are not a reference to deity or 

worshipped beings, but the word is appropriately 
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translated as “judges”. The same word el-ohim found 

here is used in similar fashion in Exodus 21:6 where we 

read, “Then his master shall bring him unto the judges 

(el-ohim).”  

 Famous Mormon theologian James Talmage saw 

this connection between the Old and New Testament 

terms in his book, Jesus the Christ. He said, “In Psalm 

82:6, judges invested by divine appointment are called 

'gods.' To this the Savior referred in His reply to the 

Jews in Solomon's Porch. Judges so authorized 

officiated as the representatives of God and are honored 

by the exalted title 'gods'".65 This alone ought to cause 

those Mormon who seek to utilize Jesus’ words in John 

10 to reevaluate their argument.  

DOES ELOHIM KNOW YOU?** 

 Another major difficulty with the doctrine of 

exaltation is the attempt to reconcile the necessity to 

embrace polytheism with the Bible’s absolute denial of 

the existence of other gods.  

 "I am He; before Me there was no God formed, 

neither shall there be after Me."  -Isaiah 43:10 

 “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his 

Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: “I am the first and I am the 

last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let him 

proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before me, since I 

appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to 

come, and what will happen. Fear not, nor be afraid; 
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have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you 

are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no 

Rock; I know not any.”  -Isaiah 44:6-8 

 Since we have already spent a great deal of time 

on the subject of the Person and nature of God we won’t 

go into another lengthy discourse, but it is important to 

point out here that the Bible demands monotheism and 

therefore the LDS doctrine of exaltation cannot stand. In 

the verses from Isaiah quoted above, Yahweh challenges 

anyone to show Him where anyone His equal can be 

found. Who came before Him? Who will reign after Him? 

Who can command or declare or decree what will 

happen and see it come to pass? Who is God besides 

Yahweh? No one, declares the Lord. And if there were, 

as the Scripture says, He does not know them.  

 Would Elohim say that He does not know His 

father? Would Jehovah (another god separate from 

Elohim) say that He does not know Elohim? If Mormons 

are said to one day become gods after Elohim, why 

would this passage say that there will be no gods after 

Him? These are indeed serious questions that must be 

dealt with by those who believe that they will one day 

stand as equals with God. 

THE OLDEST LIE** 

 Brigham Young said that if we wanted to 

experience everything that “The Lord created you and 

me for the purpose of becoming Gods like Himself" (JOD 

3:93). The belief in the Eternal Law of Progression- 

man’s ability to achieve the same level of glory as 
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Yahweh- is the very same notion that led to the fall of 

Satan from heaven and Adam and Eve from the garden: 

 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son 

of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who 

laid the nations low! You said in your heart, ‘I will 

ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my 

throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the 

far reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights 

of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ But 

you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the 

pit.”  -Isaiah 14:12-15 

 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 

beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to 

the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 

any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the 

serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 

tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you 

touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the 

woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

be like God, knowing good and evil.”  -Genesis 3:1-5 

 The most damning temptation of all is the desire 

to exalt oneself above the created order, to deny God His 

proper glory and honor. Pride and greed brought Satan 

to destruction, and he presented the same temptation to 

“become god” to humanity, thrusting them into sin and 

death. This same temptation to eat of the forbidden fruit 

is offered in Mormonism today. We are told not to look 

at God as the object of worship and praise and 
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exaltation, but to see His throne as the attainable prize, 

and His worship as a thing that we can gain for 

ourselves. He is brought down to our level, and we are 

raised up to His. This heresy is a dangerous one, and its 

consequences are tragic and severe.  

 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 

by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what 

can be known about God is plain to them, because God 

has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, 

his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 

perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 

things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as 

God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 

thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged 

the glory of the immortal God for images resembling 

mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 

impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 

themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God 

for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather 

than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.”  -

Romans 1:18-25 
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XI- Testing the Testimony 

 

 “If all the talent, tact, wisdom and refinement of the 

world had been sent to me with the Book of Mormon, and 

had declared, in the most exalted of earthly eloquence, 

the truth of it, undertaking to prove it by learning, and 

worldly wisdom, they would have been to me like the 

smoke which arises only to vanish away. But when I 

saw a man without eloquence, or talents for public 

speaking, who could only say, "I know, by the power of 

the Holy Ghost, that the Book of Mormon is true, that 

Joseph Smith is a prophet of the Lord," the Holy Ghost 

proceeding from that individual illuminated my 

understanding, and light, glory, and immortality were 

before me. I was encircled by them, filled with them, and 

I knew for myself that the testimony of the man was 

true.” 66  - Brigham Young, Second Mormon President 

 Truly the most frustrating obstacle between the 

Mormon and one who seeks to share the truths of 

Scripture with them is this issue called the Testimony. 

Indeed it is the separation of one’s faith and reason, the 

rejection of fact in favor of feeling. It is the unwillingness 

to engage in the central issues of theology and doctrine, 

and the insistence of standing on a moment in time 

when they had a “spiritual” experience, and are 
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convinced that no other proof is needed to validate the 

claims of the LDS Church.  

DO YOU HAVE A TESTIMONY** 

 The primary mission of those who preach and 

promote the gospel of the Mormon faith is to help 

seekers “obtain a testimony”. According to Dallin H. 

Oaks, the testimony is “a personal witness borne to our 

souls by the Holy Ghost that certain facts of eternal 

significance are true and that we know them to be true. 

Such facts include the nature of the Godhead and our 

relationship to its three members, the effectiveness of 

the Atonement, and the reality of the Restoration.”67 In 

other words, it is the Holy Ghost’s impression upon the 

heart of a person, validating the claims of Mormonism- 

that the Book of Mormon is true and that Joseph Smith 

is a prophet.  

 Also called the “burning in the bosom” in 

reference to D&C 9:8, Mormons point to Joseph Smith’s 

account of how he leaned upon the words of James 1:5 

in order to know the truth: “If any of you lack wisdom, 

let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” It was only 

through this sincere and earnest prayer for wisdom that 

Smith received the knowledge concerning the 

Restoration, and so Mormons also discern truth through 

seeking a testimony.  
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MORONI’S CHALLENGE** 

 “And when ye shall receive these things, I would 

exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in 

the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye 

shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having 

faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by 

the power of the Holy Ghost.”  -Moroni 10:4 

 This is arguably the most frequently quoted 

passage of Mormon missionaries, who leave prospective 

converts with the challenge from the Prophet Moroni to 

pray- with a sincere heart- to know the truth of the 

Book of Mormon and Joseph Smith.  It is believed that if 

one asks God with an open mind and humble spirit, the 

Holy Ghost will most certainly reveal to them that 

Mormonism is the true Church.  

The Importance of the Testimony-  

 It cannot be overemphasized how central the 

testimony is to the faithful Mormon. Above all else, the 

testimony is foundational to the faith. Without a 

“witness of the Spirit”, a person cannot know and will 

not believe in the Book of Mormon and will reject 

Joseph Smith as a prophet. I can say from first-hand 

experience that missionaries have said that the reason I 

do not believe in the Mormon faith is because I had not 

sincerely prayed to receive a testimony. 

 Secondly, the Mormon testimony is reinforced 

through continual repetition and the command to “grow 

and develop” the witness one receives: 
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 Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints have the sacred opportunity and 

responsibility to obtain their own testimonies. Having 

obtained a testimony, each member has a duty to nurture 

it throughout life. Happiness in this life and throughout 

eternity depends largely on whether individuals are 

“valiant in the testimony of Jesus” (D&C 76:79; see also 

D&C 76:51, 74, 101).”68 

 Mormons observe what is known as “testimony 

meetings” on the first Sunday of each month. This 

service is set aside for the sole purpose of allowing its 

members to share the witness they have received, 

reminding themselves as well as the congregants of their 

steadfast faith in the Book of Mormon, Joseph Smith, 

and the Living Prophet.  

TROUBLES WITH THE TESTIMONY** 

 My greatest struggle in ministering to Mormons 

has been over the issue of the “witness of the Spirit” and 

Moroni’s challenge. Every time I respond in 

disagreement that I neither accept the Book of Mormon 

as Scripture or Joseph Smith as a true prophet, I am 

immediately accused of not praying with sincerity or 

reading the Book of Mormon with skepticism rather 

than optimism. But that is certainly not the case, as I 

will explain in the following points. The journey that 

leads to knowledge of revealed truth according to the 

Bible are very different from the illogical and unreliable 

method offered in Mormonism.  
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1- There can be only one response- Beyond the problems 

that arise Scripturally with Moroni’s challenge to pray 

about the Book of Mormon, there is the glaring logical 

fallacy needs to be addressed. The invitation to discover 

the truth of Mormonism through sincere prayer and to 

suggest that those who do not receive the Spirit’s 

witness is the result of deficiency on the part of the 

seeker is a “trick question” of sorts. It demands one to 

find not whether Mormonism is true, but to pray to 

know that it is true. Any finding to the contrary 

indicates either a lack of faith, humility, or sincerity. We 

are told to disregard any intellectual or theological 

problems that may arise from reading the Book of 

Mormon or honest investigation of the claims 

concerning Joseph Smith, because the ultimate 

determinate factor should be that we experience the 

“burning in the bosom”, which is the witness of the Holy 

Ghost testifying that it is true.  

 But what about those who followed the likes of 

Jim Jones or David Koresh? Or what about the devout, 

yet deadly, Islamic terrorists that hijacked the airplanes 

on September 11th? Surely their commitment unto 

death was evidence that they sincerely believed that 

they had discovered the truth according to their religion.  

 “But they were obviously wrong,” most Mormons 

would quickly agree, as would I. But how can we 

determine with any amount of certainty that these 

faithful followers are incorrect in their beliefs if our final 

authority is how we feel when we pray? The answer is 

simple and clear: we cannot. And as any honest person 
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would admit, we would not cast off rational thinking in 

the decision-making process in any other area of our 

life, so why would we want to do so in the most 

important matters? 

2- Close your mind, open your heart- Mormon author 

Clayton Christensen wrote, “Latter-day Saint 

missionaries, in particular, rely on testimony bearing, 

rather than on logic or artifice, to reach their 

listeners.”69 The earlier quote from Brigham Young 

amplifies the reality that Mormons base their faith more 

heavily upon the emotional aspect than intellect, 

claiming that our relationship with the Father is less a 

matter of the mind and more a matter of the heart. But 

one only has to have experienced a single breakup with 

a high-school sweetheart to know that the heart can 

often lead you astray.  

 More importantly than this, however, is that 

Mormons encourage seekers to outright ignore clear 

intellectual conflicts in favor of obtaining a testimony in 

prayer. Nevermind that there exists glaring 

contradictions between the Bible and the Book of 

Mormon, and that there are numerous historical 

inconsistencies that cannot be reconciled by even the 

best LDS scholarship- simple prayer to know the truth 

of Mormonism will remove all doubt.  

3- Reject the Bible to obtain a testimony- Although the 

primary Bible verse used to support the Mormon 

method for obtaining a testimony says to “ask God” for 
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wisdom (not mentioning that Mormons use the verse 

completely out of context), the method itself denies a 

great mountain of biblical teaching.  

 In regards to the heart, the Bible does not tell us 

that we can know truth by simply praying with a 

“sincere heart”. On the contrary, Scripture plainly 

reminds us of the corrupt and deceptive nature of the 

human heart. Listen to what God reveals in His Word: 

 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 

desperately wicked: who can know it?”  -Jeremiah 17:9  

 “There is a way which seems right to a man, but 

the end thereof are the ways of death”  -Proverbs 14:12 

 “He that trusteth his own heart is a fool, but whoso 

walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.”  -Proverbs 28:26 

 The point is made over and over again- the heart 

of man is polluted in sin and bent on that which is evil. 

He cannot by use of it determine the right and good 

way. This truth explains why it is so easy for people to 

be swayed by “good feelings” and emotion, willing to give 

everything for that which appeals to the senses.  

 Beyond teaching us that the heart cannot be 

trusted to determine truth, the Bible tells us what truth 

is and how we can know it. Jesus taught that God’s 

Word is truth (John 17:17), and that it is this truth that 

serves to guard, guide, purify, and sanctify the believers 

(John 15:3; 16:13). This truth of the Word of God has 
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been revealed to us by Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit 

testifies to us by this same Word. 

 God never invites us to “pray to know” whether 

His Word is true. On the contrary, the writers of 

Scripture invite us to study the Word so that its truths 

might speak clearly and consistently to us. When Paul 

presented the gospel of Christ to the Bereans in Acts 17, 

we find that they diligently “searched the Scriptures” to 

test the claims of his message, and for this they were 

highly commended. Also in 2 Timothy Paul instructed 

his student to study Scripture so that he might rightly 

understand truth (2 Tim 2:15), and that “all Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting, and training in righteousness” (3:16). 

Finally, 1 Thessalonians 5:21 reminds us to “prove (test) 

all things, hold fast to that which is true”, and it is 

God’s Word, not our internal sensations or emotional 

perceptions that determine what truth might be.  

MY PRAYER FOR MORMONS** 

 It can be a difficult thing to question the heart-felt 

sincerity and genuineness of the faith that a person has 

in their own experience. But our experiences cannot be 

held as the gauge by which we understand God’s truth. 

Our hearts and minds change with every season of life, 

but God has given us a standard upon which we can 

measure spiritual truth from falsehood: The Bible as 

God’s written and spoken Word, and Jesus Christ, as 

the Living Word. We must allow this revelation to be the 

lens through which we test the claims of anyone and 

anything that is said to come from God, because as 
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John said, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test 

the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many 

false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 

4:1). 

  

 


