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“What do we believe??” 

 

That seems like a fair question, right? But can you answer it? 
All too often we discover that many Christians struggle with 
the most basic issues regarding our faith. What makes 
Christianity different from other religions? What is the God of 
the Bible like? What is sin, salvation, and the church? These 
are a few of the common topics that are covered in this 
simple, six-step study that will help you better prepare to own 
and share your Christian faith.  

 

The outline: 

1- Nutshell Christianity 

2- God: His nature, power, and relation to us 

3- The Fall of Man: A Big Problem, A Bigger 
Promise 

4- Jesus: Son of God, Son of Man 

5- Salvation: Bridging the Gap Between God 
and Man 

6- The Church: God’s Work in You and the 
World 
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FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY  
Part 1: “Nutshell” Christianity-  

A Basic Overview of the Faith  

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of Heaven and 
earth;And in Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord,Who was conceived by 

the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary;Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified dead and buried. 

He descended into hell, and on the third day He rose again from the 
dead.He ascended into Heaven and sits on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty.From thence He shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, One holy Church,The 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,The resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting,Amen.” 

 

What you see above is commonly called the “apostle’s creed”, 
or the basic summary of the Christian faith. Regardless of 
denomination or background, every Bible-believing Christian 
agrees on this as the foundational truths of Christianity. This 
creed is said to have been adopted around the second-
century, when divisions among believers developed and 
threatened to corrupt the Church. It was essential that the 
early believers were grounded in their understanding of the 
faith, and it is just as vital today.  

 

DO YOU KNOW???- If someone were to ask you, “What do 
you Christians believe in”, would you be able to give him or 
her a clear answer? Or what if someone wanted to know what 
makes Christianity any different from the countless other 
religions that promised an eternal paradise to its followers, 
could you tell them?  
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People today are confused and frankly misinformed when it 
comes to what we believe in, and rightfully so. With different 
denominations that create a fuzzy line between what’s 
fundamental and what’s preference, along with cults that 
masquerade as Bible-based faith, the outside world is left 
wandering in the dark in desperate need of light. And it is 
going to be the Church that can provide that light. But only 
when we begin to provide Biblical truth from Scripture, 
illuminating the real Gospel, can we be that light.  

 

CHRISTIANITY IS UNIQUE- Do you know one of the main 
things about Christianity that attracts me, and causes me to 
believe in it as the truth? It’s the fact that it is unique- it’s not at 
all like any other religions in the world. I would go far to say 
that, on the surface, most religions slightly resemble on 
another, but when a real truth-seeker begins to dig a little bit, 
the vast difference between the Christian faith and all other 
“religions” become clear.  

 

Q- A recent poll stated that 4 out of 10 Americans think that 
“when Christians, Jews, Buddhists, and others pray to their 
god, all of those individuals actually pray to the same god, but 
simply using a different name for that deity.” Is this right? What 
do you think?  

A- Some religions claim to have one “god”, while others claim 
to have many. The question is whether or not this is the same 
as the God of the Bible. Perhaps they have given Him a 
different name and simply worship Him differently. Or does the 
God of the Bible make Himself separate from the rest?  

A simple analysis of the Buddhist gods, the Jewish god, or the 
Islamic Allah in comparison to the God of the Bible would 
uncover some astounding differences. Only in the Bible is God 
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revealed as the one eternal, personal Creator, who brought 
the entire universe into existence by His own Word. All other 
religions start with the material universe as the only eternal 
reality, with their “gods” being essentially personifications of 
the natural forces which develop the universe into its present 
form. On the other hand, the Creator-God of the Bible has all 
power and is Himself, therefore, not only the One who created 
the universe but also the One who establishes the basis for 
human salvation. Other religions leave the issue of salvation 
upon the shoulders of its followers.  

 

Q- Many people today believe in “carving out their own path”, 
or finding their own way, through life’s problems. Do other 
religions offer real answers, or is Christianity really the only 
way to go?  

A- Of all of the religions of the world, Christianity stands out as 
unique for many reasons, but the main reason for its 
uniqueness is Jesus Christ. Christianity focuses on the act of 
a man, whereas all other religions focus on teachings of men. 
This in itself create more problems instead of solving the 
problems in life.  

The main problem that religion claims to provide help for 
humanity is the issue of salvation, or obtaining eternal life in 
heaven, paradise, or whatever you want to call it. All other 
religions of the world are fundamentally just one religion — 
one of salvation by works. Each religion sets up a particular 
set of religious rites, of commands and restrictions, and of 
ethical principles to follow, and then teaches that if a man 
does these things he will be saved. The human origin of each 
of these systems is indicated by the fact that each is humanly 
attainable.  

The Bible, however, sets its moral and ethical standard as the 
very holiness and perfection of God Himself, and demands 
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nothing less than this for salvation. Obviously, no man would 
invent a standard which was utterly impossible for any man to 
keep. The man Christ Jesus, alone of all men who ever lived, 
maintained in every respect a life of perfect holiness and full 
obedience to the Father, thus demonstrating that He was the 
God-Man. He then died for the sins of all men and thus can 
offer full pardon and His own nature of perfect holiness to 
anyone who receives Him . In essence, the author of 
Christianity becomes the solution to the main problem of life- 
salvation. In Christianity, the works aspect is removed through 
the work of Jesus Christ.  

 

Q- What about the other “bibles” and “holy books” that other 
religions turn to as their source of truth? Is there any other 
truths out there apart from the Bible?  

A- The Bible claims to be the only-authoritative source of 
knowledge and wisdom in the Christian faith. Other “Christian” 
faiths (Mormons, Jehovah’s Witness, Christian Science, 
Roman Catholic) adhere to the Bible plus others. They allow 
self-proclaimed prophets and leaders to amend and give 
additions or deletions to God’s Word in order to fit their set 
belief-system. When this happens, contradictions occur, and 
holes are punched into your religion. This is not so with 
Christianity. Christians believe that the Bible is the inspired—
literally “God-breathed”—Word of God, and that its teaching is 
the final authority (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:20-21). Though 
there are other religions that have prophecies in them, none 
are 100% accurate as are those in the Bible and none of them 
point to someone like Jesus, who in His life, death, and 
resurrection proved that the Bible was the truth and that it 
could be trusted completely.  
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IN CONCLUSION- Is Christianity really unique or is it just one 
of many roads on the path to Truth? Is Christianity truly unique 
among the many religions around the world? If it is, what 
makes it so? Unique among all religions, Christianity makes 
several claims that others do not. First, all other religions 
exhort man to reach up to God and grasp hold of Him through 
their own efforts. Christianity is the only religion where God 
reaches down to man. Second, other religions are systems of 
do’s and don’ts to appease God; whereas Christianity is a 
relationship with God. Third, Christianity looks to the Bible as 
the singular source of Truth. Finally, Christianity is based upon 
truly the most unique event in all of human history—the 
Resurrection.  

The most defining principle of Christianity that makes it truly 
unique in every way and provides its fundamental basis is the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Within Christianity, the 
resurrection is vitally important for without it, Christianity does 
not exist and our faith is useless (1 Cor. 15:14). It was Jesus' 
resurrection that changed the lives of the disciples. After 
Jesus was crucified, the disciples ran and hid. But when they 
saw the risen Lord, they knew that all Jesus had said and 
done proved that He was indeed God in flesh. No other 
religious leader has died in full view of trained executioners, 
had a guarded tomb, and then risen three days later to appear 
to many people. The resurrection is proof of who Jesus is and 
that He did accomplish what He set out to do: provide the only 
means of redemption for mankind. Buddha did not rise from 
the dead. Muhammad did not rise from the dead. Confucius 
did not rise from the dead. Krishna did not rise from the dead. 
Only Jesus has physically risen from the dead, walked on 
water, claimed to be God, and raised others from the dead. He 
has conquered death. Only in Christianity do we have the 
person of Christ who claimed to be God, performed many 
miracles to prove His claim of divinity, died and rose from the 
dead, and claimed that He alone is “the way the truth and the 
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life” (John 14:6) and that no one comes to the Father except 
through Him. 
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FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY  

Part 2: God- His Nature, His Power, and His Relation to Us  

 

“Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast 
of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who 
boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I 
am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness 

on earth, for in these I delight.” (Jer. 9:23,24) 

 

Before we begin, let me confess- I will not be able to 
adequately describe God in a way that will do Him justice. No 
one has, and no one will. This is something that God Himself 
wasn’t capable of doing through the prophets and apostles 
because they were mere men with finite minds and limited 
vocabularies. And in this study, we will only be able to go as 
deep as they went, and in doing so we will be able to get the 
best image of our Creator that we can in this lifetime.  

 

WHO IS GOD?- This is a valid and valuable question for truth-
seekers, as this has been the lifelong journey for many men. 
Some have found Him, and some have been left wanting. 
Millions have sought to make a “god” for themselves, and 
millions have found the God of the Bible and have been 
satisfied. “But how does one find God”, you might ask. “How 
do I know when I’ve found Him?”  

“For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—
his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that men are 
without excuse.” (Romans 1:20) The Bible teaches us that 
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mankind is able to find God, quite simply, because we are 
living in His work of art! He is the Creator, and we, as part of 
His creation, are dwelling in His handiwork. "It is I who made 
the earth and created mankind upon it. My own hands 
stretched out the heavens." (Isaiah 45:12)  

 

FROM THE BEGINNING- Genesis 1 and 2 give us a detailed 
description of our Creator putting it all together. In these 
chapters, we get a glimpse of His amazing power. We see 
how He brought the entire universe into being simply by 
speaking. Think about it- construction crews spend weeks, 
even months, designing and building a single house. Yet God 
made the entire universe in 6 days! Pretty spectacular if you 
ask me.  

We also see that, before there was anything, there was God. 
Revelation 1:8 says, “I am… who was and is and is to come.” 
God referred to Himself from the burning bush as “I AM”. This 
gives us the image of a Creator who is unlimited and unbound 
by time. He has no beginning, and will never cease to be. He 
simply is. But what more can we know about Him, other than 
the fact that He created it all and that He is eternally existent?  

First, we discover that He is the single, solitary source of all 
things. Everything we see, and everything we don’t see, came 
from Him. This revelation helps us to squash the notion of 
anyone or anything else being God, because, as He says, "I 
am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none 
like Me." (Isaiah 46:9)  

The biggest, and most important lesson that we learn is this: 
We are not the masters of our world. People are often trying to 
justify running the show, or calling all the shots in respect to 
their lives. But in these passages we find that it is God, not us, 
who is responsible for who we are and the world we live in. 
God is greater than we are.  
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A PERSONAL, INTIMATE GOD- So, what now? We have 
identified God as the eternal One who is responsible for the 
universe and for our own existence. That in itself is quite 
amazing in itself, but is that all? If it were, would that be 
enough to fill our longing and satisfy our needs? Fortunately, 
there is more- so much more.  

 

OMNISCIENT, OMNIPOTENT, OMNIPRESENT- The Bible is 
all about God. In every chapter of every book we could 
probably discover something incredible about this King of the 
Universe. And we could likely spend years studying His nature 
and character and barely scratch the surface.  

But there is something spectacular to be learned from one 
particular chapter in the Bible that wonderfully illuminates an 
important aspect of our Maker. Psalm 139 reveals to us that 
nature of God that we as humans so desperately need. It's 
popular these days to think of God as some kind of force-field 
that exists in all things. But even if all things exist and are 
sustained, moment by moment, by God's power, there can be 
more to God than that. For example, wouldn't it be better to 
have a God who is more like a parent, sibling, or friend? 
Someone you could talk to, share your problems with, receive 
guidance from, experience life with. What's so special about a 
God that's impersonal, unknowable, distant? Luckily for us, 
God is not like that. He is involved- not only in our 
surroundings, but in our lives.  

 

“O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know 
when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You 
discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my 
ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O 
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LORD. You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your 
hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for 

me to attain.” (Psalm 139:1-6)  

God is omniscient (all-knowing). Everything He knows He has 
always known. There is nothing new to Him, nothing that He 
must be taught. He will never learn anything, because there is 
nothing that He does not know. Isn’t that awesome? To think 
that everything that is happening or will happen in our lives, 
God is already well aware of it. Or think about this: God will 
never be taken by surprise.  

 

“Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 
presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there: if I make my bed 
in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I 
settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, 
your right hand will hold me fast. If I say, "Surely the darkness will 
hide me and the light become night around me," even the darkness 
will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness 

is as light to you.” (v. 7-12)  

God is omnipresent (everywhere). With a God like this, we 
understand not only does He possess all knowledge, but now 
we see that He is always with us. We are never alone, 
because God has not simply created the world and mankind to 
simply fend for itself. He is right in the midst, always in the 
middle of every situation. This should be of great 
encouragement and comfort to those who have always 
envisioned God as somewhat unattached, or distant. How can 
He be distant from anywhere if the Bible clearly teaches that 
He is everywhere?  

 

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden 
from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven 
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together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed 
body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before 

one of them came to be.” (v. 14-16)  

This goes beyond God simply being the creator of humanity, 
this is an image of an Omnipotent (all-powerful) God. He did 
not just make everything… he purposed and planned 
everything. From the waves of the ocean to the color of your 
eyes, God thoughtfully puts it all together. According to the 
Bible’s description of God, there are no accidents, no 
mistakes, no surprises in His eyes. Everything that exists does 
all because He has either made it or allowed it to be so.  

IN CONCLUSION- It’s hard to just leave it at that, but we have 
to for now. Since the entire Scripture is useful for learning 
more and more about the infinite Father of all things, we could 
go on forever unraveling the mystery and, somehow, still be 
left wanting more. But know this, God wants us to realize that 
there is no other like Him, neither has there been or will there 
be after Him. He is not limited by anything, and all things are 
under His authority. But more important than that is this- He 
desires for us to know Him personally. The God who made 
you wants you to know and love Him, to trust and rely upon 
Him, and He wants to show you the reason for your existence.  

In the following weeks we will continue to see more of God’s 
personal qualities and attributes as we dive deeper in the 
study of Fundamental Christianity. We will see in more detail 
His dealings with man, His response and plan in dealing with 
Sin, and His involvement with the world around us. 
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FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY  

Part 3- The Fall of Man: A Big Problem, A Bigger Promise  

Thus far in our study we have identified the Creator of the 
universe, and recognized that the God of the Bible is distinct 
from any other “god” in the other religions. In our last lesson, 
we took a trip back to the beginning in Genesis 1 and 2, 
finding ourselves as spectators as God spoke all things into 
existence- the heavens and the earth, the land and sea, the 
plants and animals, and finally, mankind.  

In these first two chapters of the Bible is the only time in all of 
history that we can get a glimpse of how the world is 
supposed to be. In God’s words, everything at that time was 
“good”, and man, “very good”. Of course, we cannot honestly 
say that the world around us today is very good. Rampant 
crime, cruelty, corruption, and injustice exist side by side. 
Pollution, nuclear waste, disintegration of the ozone layer, acid 
rain, and a host of other maladies are bringing the earth itself 
to the brink of disaster. Among the informed, little optimism 
remains. How do we explain the vast difference between the 
world as we know it and the world as it was originally intended 
to be? The Bible and the Christian faith credit this terrible 
corruption to Adam and Eve, and the event- The Fall of Man.  

As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no 
one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have 

turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one 
who does good, not even one.” Their throats are open graves; their 
tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their lips. Their 
mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. “Their feet are swift to 

shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace 
they do not know. “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

(Romans 3:10-18) 
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The above passage is a far cry from what we see in Genesis 1 
and 2, where God is said to have created man in His own 
image and likeness (because what we see in the above 
passage does not describe God’s nature at all), or the 
mankind that God calls very good. So how do we explain this? 
What took place to distort, or to corrupt, the creation that God 
brought into being? More importantly, what does the story of 
the fall of man teach us about ourselves, about God, and 
about His relationship with us?  

TEMPTATION AND THE FIRST SIN- (Genesis 3:1-6) One of 
the most thought-provoking questions I hear in Christendom 
today is something like, “If God is good, and He created 
everything good, then how did everything go so wrong?”, or , 
“Why did God create man if He knew that he would just turn 
away?” This is apparently a difficult part of God’s mysterious 
plan for man to understand, but a definite Biblical truth that we 
learn from these first verses in Genesis 3- God created man 
with a free will. That is, God implanted within the nature of 
man the ability to choose for themselves.  

Not only did He give this ability to man, but to angels as well. 
As we see in the first verse a snake (or serpent) approach Eve 
and tempt her to disobey God’s command. But how do we 
come to the conclusion that this is Satan? And where do 
Christians get the idea that Satan is/was an angel? Let me 
share with you the passages throughout the Bible that give us 
a clear picture of who Satan is.  

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, take up a lament 
concerning the king of Tyre and say to him: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: “‘You were the seal of perfection, full of 

wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of 
God; every precious stone adorned you: carnelian, chrysolite and 
emerald, topaz, onyx and jasper, lapis lazuli, turquoise and beryl. 
Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you 

were created they were prepared. You were anointed as a guardian 
cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; 
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you walked among the fiery stones. You were blameless in your 
ways from the day you were created  till wickedness was found in 
you. Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, 
and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, 
and I expelled you, guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones. 

Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you 
corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to 

the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings. (Ezekiel 28:11-
17) 

Satan is a created being, an angel called a cherb. This 
passage gives us information concerning Satan. Though the 
passage states this is referring to the King of Tyre, it is clear 
that Satan had indwelled this king, for the King of Tyre was not 
in the Garden of Eden as v. 13 says. It was Satan who was in 
the Garden of Eden. Verses 13 and 17, state Satan was 
created beautiful. He was covered with precious stones. And 
as a Cherub he was the highest of all the angels God created. 
He had a special place of prominence. On the Ark of the 
Covenant, it is Cherubs whose out stretched wings guarded 
the mercy seat. (Ex. 25:20) Verse 15, states he was created 
perfect without sin.  

Yet, Satan sinned against God and God cast him down from 
his high position. Isaiah 14:12-14, further describes Satan's 
sin. He is called "Lucifer" meaning the bright one, "the son of 
the morning". He was cut down to the ground because of his 
sin he said in his heart that he would be above God. He was 
determined to set up his own throne that men might worship 
him. Yet God said he would be brought down. It is obvious 
that Satan first led a rebellion in heaven against God (Matthew 
12:24, 2 Peter 2:4, Jude 6, Revelation 12:4) and then 
proceeded to tempt man also to disobey God. He began his 
attack on the rest of Creation here with Eve.  

“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden?’” At the heart of temptation is questioning the 
authority and supremacy of the Word of God. Eve knew, 
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through Adam, what God had commanded in regards to the 
tree (Gen. 2:16-17), and apparently Satan knew as well. So 
well, that, he was able to twist it enough to make Eve 
disbelieve God’s words. Take a close look at the conversation 
and maybe you’ll get a better idea of how Satan operates…  

- Compare what God says in Genesis 2:16-17 with the snake's 
quotation in Genesis 3:1. How does the snake misquote God? 
The snake speaks as if God forbade the eating of any fruit 
from any tree. This puts Eve "on the defensive", and she 
replies by saying that they are allowed to eat of the fruit of all 
trees but one, the tree in the middle of the garden, the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. In describing the tree, Eve 
explains the penalty for eating the fruit of that tree, and in 
doing so, she gets it wrong.  

The woman does not quote God exactly either (Genesis 3:3). 
What does she add? “God said From that tree you shall not 
eat; the moment you eat from it you are surely doomed to die.” 
(Genesis 2:17b) Eve says that they cannot even touch it. Why 
does she say that? It could be either because Adam strongly 
reinforced God’s command to her because of the importance 
of obedience, or perhaps she didn’t have a real understanding 
of the command she was given. I personally believe the latter, 
because it would make more sense that Satan would attack 
her based on her understanding of the command, if she truly 
didn’t understand why she shouldn’t touch the tree.  

-Genesis 3:6 describes how the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil appears to Eve. How is this fruit 
different from the fruit of the other trees (see Genesis 2:9)? If 
the fruit of the other trees is also pleasant and nutritious, why 
is Eve now especially attracted to this one?  

Like the fruit of other trees, it was delightful to look at and 
good for food, but it was also desirable for gaining wisdom. 
That's a pretty peculiar statement to make about a fruit. Why 
was that statement made? Not because it was true, but 
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because her perception was twisted by the lies of the 
Tempter.  

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE FALL- (Genesis 3:7-20) 
“Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked…” Misery loves company, and 
Satan didn’t want to be without a companion in his doom and 
destruction. So, after Adam sinned, both their eyes were 
opened and they saw themselves as their sin had made them 
to be, naked and ashamed. They had succumbed to 
temptation, and instead of being elevated to the status of a 
god, they had been plunged down into the depths of 
destruction. What a awful realization it must have been. What 
emptiness and depths of shame they must have felt.  

They immediately sought to cover their nakedness and sewed 
fig leaves together into an apron. There was no way to hide or 
undo their sin. The leaves sewn together were a poor and 
useless substitute for the purity they had before they sinned. 
They tried to hide from God (v. 8-10), and even play the blame 
game (v. 11-13), but the result was the same: they broke 
God’s heart and broke fellowship with the Creator.  

God is our creator and thus has the right to establish laws that 
His creation live in an orderly manner. God's laws are both 
spiritual and material. The material law of gravity is absolute. If 
you disobey the law of gravity by jumping off a high cliff you 
will be injured or killed. The law of gravity is vital for order on 
the physical earth. The law of gravity is not evil but is good. 
Further it is not evil because if violated it can bring harm to the 
violator. The responsibility rests with the individual to obey and 
observe the law of gravity thus benefiting from it.  

God also has set up spiritual laws- Romans 6 defines them as 
the law of the spirit of life which comes with obedience, and 
the law of death which is a result of disobedience. Until Adam 
and Eve had sinned, they had never known or experienced 
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the other side of this law, but now they were in it. They were 
subject to the law of death because of their actions.  

A BIG PROBLEM, A BIGGER PROMISE- Adam and Eve, 
must have been greatly repentant of their deeds which had 
brought sin into the world. God in his mercy made provision 
for them made them coats of animal skins for them to wear. 
Earlier they had made themselves fig leaves to hide their 
nakedness, however their efforts were lacking (v. 21).  

The word "covering" also means "atonement". Most see this 
act of God as being more than just providing clothes, but as 
an act of God's Grace in providing atonement from sin as well. 
There was shedding of blood, as a picture of the coming of 
Christ and His shedding His blood to atone for the sins of all 
mankind. Animals were killed and their skins used for a 
"covering" for man.  

As we close Chapter 3, the record of the Fall of Man, the 
picture looks bleak. But we have the promise of God, in 
Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 
your head, and you will strike his heel." Man had forsaken 
God, but God had not forsaken man. The Savior was 
promised and he would come and all that would by faith 
accept God's provision for atonement would not be taken in 
the "second" death, that being eternal separation from God in 
Hell's fires. The message is one of man's failure and God's 
demonstrated mercy to save the sinner gone astray. 
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FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY  

Part 4: Jesus Christ- Son of God, Son of Man  

 

“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very 

nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.” (Philippians 
2:6-7) 

 

The Christian faith wraps itself around a person- not a 
philosophy, or a set of rules or standards, but a single 
individual- Jesus of Nazareth. The other religions of the world 
see Jesus as a great moral teacher, an enlightened man, or 
even a prophet. But Christians hold Him at a higher plane. 
Christians believe that Jesus Christ was more than a mere 
man. Take the words from C. S. Lewis:  

“A man who said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great 
moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on a level with the 

man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil 
of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 

Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut 
Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or 
you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not 

come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human 
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” 

See, if someone that did not believe that Jesus was anything 
more than a man read the Bible, they would have a difficult 
time understanding many of the things they found in His words 
from the Gospels. He claimed to be without sin (John 8:46-
47), to be able to give eternal life (John 10:28-30), to be 
eternal Himself (John 17:5), and could forgive sins (Luke 5:20-
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21). These are only a few of the outrageous claims he made 
of himself. So, as C. S. Lewis said, Jesus was either a crazy 
man, or someone unlike any other.  

WAS JESUS JUST A MAN?- Some folks have a problem 
understanding the Christian idea that Jesus Christ was both 
fully God and fully man. I mean, we always say that you can’t 
be in two places at one time, so how can someone be two 
people, two completely different beings at once? On one 
hand, you have a human being- created, susceptible to the 
elements, bound by time and space, subject to the laws of 
nature, born to die. On the other hand you have GOD- eternal 
in nature, perfect and unflawed, unlimited in life, in power, and 
in unbound by anything. These are two very different natures, 
so where does the Christian get this notion? Is it reasonable or 
explainable? Is it even Biblical?  

-THE HUMANITY OF JESUS-  

This part is simple- virtually unnecessary to break down, 
because one doesn’t have to look hard to discover that Jesus 
was a man. It’s the other claim that people have issues with. 
But in order to prove the claim that Jesus was God, we first 
must point out the things which made Him a man.  

1- He was born (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:4-7). Every person 
who ever came into this world (except Adam and Eve, of 
course) came the same way. Jesus was no different. But what 
is significant about this? If Christians believe that Jesus is 
God, then why did He have to be born? Why would God 
become a human? In doing so, wouldn’t He lose some of His 
divine attributes? Not to leave you hanging, but let us answer 
that question in a moment.  

2- He was tempted (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). How does 
this prove that Jesus was a man? Well, the Bible tells us that 
God cannot be tempted (James 1:13), that experience is only 
known to man. So let me ask you, does the fact that Jesus 
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was tempted, though the Bible says that God cannot be 
tempted, possibly reveal that Jesus might possibly not be 
God? Again, we will answer that in a moment.  

3- Jesus constantly referred to himself as “Son of Man” 
(Matthew 8:20; 12:8; Mark 10:45)- in fact, Jesus referred to 
Himself 88 times in the Gospels as the Son of Man. This was 
a title also given to the prophet Ezekiel, where God called him 
“son of man” 93 times. By definition, a son of man is a mere 
man. That’s what God called Ezekiel, and that’s what Jesus 
frequently used to reference Himself. So what does that tell us 
in regards to Christianity’s claim of Jesus being “Son of God”? 
In a moment.  

4- Jesus died (Matthew 27:45-50; Mark 15:33-37; Luke 23:44-
46; John 19:28-30). This is usually the kicker for those who 
would say that Jesus cannot be God. After all, God is eternal, 
with no beginning and no end (Psalm 90:2), so God obviously 
cannot die. Remember His nature in our previous studies? He 
is eternal, not subject to the laws of nature like we are, so He 
has no beginning- therefore He has no end. But Jesus was 
born, then he died. How can He claim to be God, and how can 
Christians call Him God if He died just like man?  

-THE DIVINITY OF JESUS-  

This is where people have issues. But should they? If one 
would simply visit the Word of God, I believe the mystery of 
Jesus being both the Son of God and the Son of Man would 
begin to make perfect, beautiful, sense.  

1- Jesus was born of a virgin. Just as God had promised that 
the “seed” of the woman (Gen. 3:15) would ultimately destroy 
the serpent, so God brought it about by his own power, not 
through mere human effort. The virgin birth of Christ is an 
unmistakable reminder that salvation can never come through 
human effort, but must be the work of God himself. Our 
salvation only comes about through the supernatural work of 
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God, and that was evident at the very beginning of Jesus’ life 
when “God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4–5).  

The virgin birth made possible the uniting of full deity and full 
humanity in one person. This was the means God used to 
send his Son into the world as a man. If we think for a moment 
of other possible ways in which Christ might have come to the 
earth, none of them would so clearly unite humanity and deity 
in one person. It probably would have been possible for God 
to create Jesus as a complete human being in heaven and 
send him to descend from heaven to earth without the benefit 
of any human parent. But then it would have been very hard 
for us to see how Jesus could be fully human as we are, nor 
would he be a part of the human race that physically 
descended from Adam. On the other hand, it probably would 
have been possible for God to have Jesus come into the world 
with two human parents, both a father and a mother, and with 
his full divine nature miraculously united to his human nature 
at some point early in his life. But then it would have been 
hard for us to understand how Jesus was fully God, since his 
origin was like ours in every way. When we think of these two 
other possibilities, it helps us to understand how God, in his 
wisdom, ordained a combination of human and divine 
influence in the birth of Christ, so that his full humanity would 
be evident to us from the fact of his ordinary human birth from 
a human mother, and his full deity would be evident from the 
fact of his conception in Mary’s womb by the powerful work of 
the Holy Spirit.  

2- Jesus was tempted, yet did not sin. Why was it important to 
note that Jesus was tempted? For this reason: “For we do not 
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet was without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) 
Jesus, being fully man, was susceptible to the human nature 
and vulnerable to the attacks of the enemy. He endured trials, 
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tribulations, and yes, temptation. Yet He maintained and 
upheld the full nature of God (His righteousness, holiness, and 
faithfulness) by living a sinless, perfect life.  

3- Jesus refers to Himself as the “Son of Man”- but that 
doesn’t simply mean that He is pointing to His humanity. It is 
so much more than that, and the Jews of His generation knew 
it.  

“Son of Man” is as a reference to the prophecy of Daniel 7:13-
14, “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was 
one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his 
presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; 
all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped 
him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 
away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” 
The description “Son of Man” was a Messianic title. Jesus is 
the One who was given dominion and glory and a kingdom. 
When Jesus used this phrase, He was assigning the Son of 
Man prophecy to Himself. The Jews of that era would have 
been intimately familiar with the phrase and to whom it 
referred. Jesus was proclaiming Himself as the Messiah, the 
Son of God, who Isaiah calls the “Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).  

4- Jesus died, but He rose again (Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 
16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-9). Everyone dies, but who 
comes back to life? Only someone special, only someone like 
Jesus!  

Jesus Christ’s ministry, his teachings, everything hinged upon 
the resurrection. He challenged those who doubted that He 
was the Son of God, basically saying “go ahead and kill me, 
and I’ll rise again and prove to you that I am who I say I am!” 
(John 2:19) This is the pulse, the life of the Christian faith: 
Jesus’ death demonstrated His humanity, and His resurrection 
confirmed His divinity.  
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But it means so much more than that. As the Son of Man, God 
has been able to fully relate to us in our weakness, 
vulnerability, and desperate need of help in our lost condition. 
As the Son of God, he is powerful and mighty to rescue us 
from our fallen state. And through His death and resurrection, 
He has accomplished the task of building the bridge between 
God and man that was broken in the fall. 
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FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY  

Part 5- Salvation: Bridging the Gap Between God and Man  

 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)  

 

Salvation. This is a common word frequently found throughout 
the Bible. In its simplest form, the term salvation means “to 
rescue”. Think of those classic action films, where the hero 
daringly rescues the damsel in distress from the clutches of 
certain disaster. Now, thinking about this, put yourself in the 
place of the damsel and Jesus as the hero- and you have 
Biblical salvation.  

Now, that is, of course, a very small view of the bigger picture 
of the awesome work that was accomplished through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Most people have a 
hard time understanding the concept of salvation- mainly the 
idea of, “What am I being saved from?” and, “How can Christ 
save me from it?”  

 

THE LOST CONDITION- “The wrath of God is being revealed 
from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
men who suppress the truth by their wickedness…” (Romans 
1:18) The Bible teaches that at some point, the peaceful 
relationship between God and man became tense. Man was 
no longer pleasing to His eye and He no longer walked hand-
in-hand with His creation. We learn that this came as a result 
of man’s disobedience to God’s commands (Genesis 3), and 
as a result, we became the figurative damsel in distress.  
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How did our sin change everything? What impact did man’s 
disobedience have on our relationship with God? For many, 
there is too little understanding of the awful condition our sin 
has put us in. Let me show you a contrast that might help you 
get the picture:  

- God gives life (Genesis 2:7; Deut. 32:39; Romans 4:17)  

- Sin brings death (Numbers 18:22; Jeremiah 30:31; Ezekiel 
18:20;)  

- God is light (Psalm 18:28; Isa. 60:19: 2 Cor. 4:6; 1 John 1:5)  

- Sin is darkness (Psalm 82:5; Proverbs 4:19; Luke 11:34; 
John 3:19)  

 

You see, sin is in essence total opposite of God. And God, in 
His nature, is opposite sin, and thus cannot exist with sinful 
men. When people sin, they separate themselves from God 
(light/dark; life/death). Before the fall, Adam shared the nature 
of God. But when sin came into the picture, he lost fellowship 
with God and became subject to a completely different nature.  

 

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, 
because all sinned.” (Romans 5:12) This is the real buzz-kill. 
Paul teaches that not only was Adam’s nature changed from 
life to death through his disobedience, but in fact all mankind 
became corrupt. Since man no longer possessed God’s 
righteous, eternal nature, he was now subject to all things that 
are contrary to God’s nature- death, temptation, strife, evil, 
and so on. This is evidence of the fact that sin has separated 
us from a close fellowship and relationship with the Father.  
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HELP ME! HELP ME!- The scary part is that mankind is now 
stranded on a ledge apart from God. The worst part is that we 
are without a lifeline! The Bible says that because of sin 
mankind is “without hope” and “powerless” (Romans 5:6). 
Why, you ask? Well, think about this: If our nature has 
changed from righteous to unrighteous, and God has 
remained the same (holy, perfect), and He can accept nothing 
less than perfect, is there anything that we can give him that 
He would take? Our sin has brought everything into 
corruption, therefore there is no amount of sacrifice, no 
amount of work, that we could do that would impress God. So, 
in that case, we find ourselves at His mercy, if you will, only 
able to be brought back to His good graces, by a perfect act of 
reconciliation, or “salvation”. Because, in order for it to be 
accepted by Him, it’s going to have to be perfect. Enter the 
Hero.  

 

JESUS, THE SAVIOR-“You see, at just the right time, when 
we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly… God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6, 8) Jesus was perfect 
for the job for two reasons- 1) He was God, so He was perfect 
(John 1:1-4), and He was also man: “For what the law was 
powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, 
God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man 
to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man” 
(Romans 8:3)  

See, God as the Father, Creator, the Spirit (John 4:24) cannot 
encounter sin without condemning and judging it… but what if 
God became a man? Then he could experience temptation, 
confront and dwell among sin, and eventually take on sin. And 
that’s what the Bible says Jesus did. Scripture says that Jesus 
lived a perfect, sinless life, upholding the righteousness of 
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God and fulfilling all prophecy concerning the Messiah. And in 
the appropriate time, He died on behalf of sinful man and paid 
the penalty for all sin.  

- “For the wages of sin is death…” Think on this: Ever since 
sin came into the world, the judgment for sin and disobedience 
has been death, both physically and spiritually. Men sin, men 
die. Yet Jesus was perfect, without sin. But we know from the 
Gospel accounts that Jesus did in fact die. How can this be? 
He was not guilty of sin, so the wages of sin should not have 
fallen upon Him, right?  

But the fact is that Jesus did die on the cross. He paid the 
wages of sin. But since He was without sin and he paid the 
wages, whose wages do you think he paid?  

- “…but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Jesus was God’s plan, God’s gift for fallen man. We 
were incapable of pleasing God because of our corrupt nature. 
The only thing that could please God was perfection, and only 
He was perfect. So He sent Himself, in our likeness, to pay a 
price that we were incapable of paying. Jesus was worthy to 
carry our sins to the cross, and since He wasn’t guilty of 
personal sin, death could not hold Him. Therefore, not only did 
He die for our sins, but He rose again for our justification 
(Romans 4:25).  

 

IT’S ALL TAKEN CARE OF- This is the gospel: God loved us 
so much that He would rather die than to live without us (John 
3:16). It is God who brings about our salvation, we cannot 
save ourselves. If we could, then Jesus came for nothing. But 
He didn’t, he came to give you a new life. That’s why it’s called 
being “born again”, or a “new creation”.  

We can receive this gift of salvation by repenting, or rejecting 
this old life that brings death, and believing in Jesus’ death 
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and resurrection that gives us a new, eternal life. “That if you 
confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and 
it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the 
Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to 
shame.” (Romans 10:9-10) We couldn’t do it, but God could 
and God did. All we can do is accept it and believe it. This is 
God’s work, and this is Biblical salvation. 
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FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY  

Part 6: The Church- God’s Work in You & the World  

 

“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of hades will not overcome it.” (Matthew 
16:18) 

 

When you hear the word church, what normally comes to 
mind? If you were to ask the general population in America, 
you might hear a number of different answers. Some would 
say, “tradition”, while others might tell you that they think of 
that building their parents used to drag them to when they 
were kids. Others, still, might say the word makes them think, 
“religion”. But what about you? What does the word church 
mean to you?  

Church, in Jesus’ words, meant something different than what 
many of us in today’s culture think of when they hear the word. 
The first time we find the word is in Matthew 16, when Jesus is 
having a conversation with Peter. And in the course and 
context of that discussion, we are able to discover what this 
word is all about.  

 

A FIRM FOUNDATION-  

“Who do people say that I am?”  

“Well, some think that you are Elijah. Some say John the 
Baptist, or maybe Jeremiah or one of the great prophets.”  
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“But who do you say that I am?”  

“I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  

 

You see, we’ve all got something in common with Peter. 
That’s because at one time or another, we’ve all been 
confronted with the question, “Who do you think Jesus is?” Is 
He just a man, or is He the Savior, the Son of God. Peter 
believed that Jesus was, and according to Jesus, it was this 
proclamation of faith that would be the foundation of the 
church.  

“…on this rock I will build my church…” Jesus claimed that He 
was going to build something unshakable, unmovable, 
unstoppable. And He told Peter that this church was going to 
be built, not on a the backs of men, but on faith in One man- 
Jesus Christ. And throughout the book of Acts we see just 
that- believers preaching the gospel in the midst of deadly 
persecution, and many giving their very lives to tell others that 
Jesus was in fact the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  

So, back to the original question. What do you think of when 
you hear the word church? Well, if you want to know what 
Jesus thinks, here we see it. The church, according to Jesus, 
is people- every man, woman, boy and girl who professes faith 
in Christ as the Son of God. No buildings, no denominations, 
no man-made factors. Just people.  

 

A LIFE OF DEVOTION- Christianity, unlike the popular trend 
of today, isn’t summed up in the simple prayer of repentance 
and faith. It doesn’t just end there. There is so much more in 
store for the church. A life in Christ is as deep as the individual 
is willing to dive, as high as they’re willing to climb, as far as 



FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY 

Roger Goforth Ministries 

 

37 

 

they’re willing to go. It will take all they are willing to give, and 
will give all they are willing to receive.  

Unfortunately, it’s almost impossible in our complacent culture 
to get a good idea of what the church is supposed to look like. 
Because of that, we have to go back to the root, to the original 
church in the New Testament to see it in action.  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42) 
The word devote in the dictionary means simply “to give up 
for, or to dedicate ones’ self by a solemn or formal act.” The 
early Christians definitely demonstrated a life of devotion to 
their faith in Jesus Christ. Scripture teaches that the believers 
were full of compassion, often selling what they had in order to 
help one another. They would assist the needy, show love to 
those in and out of their “circles”. It was because of this 
genuine attitude that the Bible says that the people were “filled 
with awe” and the church enjoyed the “favor of all people” 
(Acts 2:43, 47).  

There are many aspects and dimensions of the church and 
how it works (books could be, and have been, written). But for 
this study we are going to look at the four points made by 
Luke in the book of Acts immediately after the first gospel 
message was given in chapter 2.  

 

- The Apostles’ Teaching- In the first century, the body of 
believers operated and ministered under the strict leadership 
of the apostles. That truth has not changed to this day. The 
twenty-first century church continues to give itself to the 
studying and following of the apostles’ teaching. At the 
beginning of the church it proceeded from the leaders’ 
mouths. Today, it has been recorded in the writings of the 
New Testament epistles and the Gospels.  
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What about following pastors and teachers? Is the church 
supposed to devote itself to them? Absolutely- as long as their 
teaching is coming from the truth given to the apostles. If a 
man stands to lead a fellowship of believers and his teachings 
contradict any area of the apostles’ doctrine, then be aware (2 
John 7-11)  

-Fellowship- The Greek word used here is koinonia, which 
has a deeper meaning than simply being chummy or hanging 
out with other believers. Koinonia involves caring, sharing, and 
in one word, love.  

Fellowshipping in the church doesn’t come naturally. The 
simple fact that fellowship was something that the believers 
devoted themselves to indicates that it wasn’t just something 
that happened, they had to work at it. When people come 
together from different cultures and backgrounds in pursuit of 
a common good, there’s bound to be discord and 
disagreement. But Christ tells us that it is by our 
demonstration of love that the world will see Christ in us (John 
13:35).  

-Breaking Bread- Without proper study, one could miss the 
message in what is being said here. In traditional Jewish 
custom, the practice of “breaking bread” always accompanied 
worship. Every feast, and even the Last Supper, symbolized 
acts of worship. Breaking bread, or hosting special meals, 
always required service and always called for community 
gathering. In this, we see how God expects us to worship.  

Regular corporate worship is important for several reasons in 
the Church. It helps us to maintain focus, reminding us of our 
common goal: to know Christ and to make Him known. It also 
reinforces our convictions and strengthens our resolve as 
ambassadors of the King in a world that is against Him. The 
writer of Hebrews understood the importance of community 
worship: “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 



FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY 

Roger Goforth Ministries 

 

39 

 

the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Heb. 10:25)  

-Prayer- The early Christians spent time and effort on their 
prayer. It wasn't on again, off again, as our prayer so often is. 
They were persistent, constant, and continuous in their prayer. 
I think of the time Peter was about to be killed by King Herod. 
Though it was the middle of the night, his fellow believers had 
gathered together to pray for him (Acts 12:12).  

Prayer was not unattached from their service or action- it was 
part of their service, the fuel behind their work in the world. It 
should be the same with us today. We should remember that 
the work is the Lord’s, and we are the stewards. How can we 
know what we are to do if we don’t talk to Him? 

 

 


