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This book is written to the 
church… 

As a mirror of who we are, 
against a reflection of who we 

are called to be.  
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Chapter 1- The Wheel 

 

 Who’s made a recent trip to the grocery store lately? If 

you’re like me, with three growing boys, you make that trip quite 

often. But over the last few years I’ve notice sort of a steady trend 

happening on the shelves- many of the popular products are 

reverting back to their “classic” themed logos and packaging 

designs. Have you noticed that? From Pepsi to Mountain Dew to 

Reese Cup, more and more brands are taking the notion to return to 

their original look. 

Old is the new “new”.  

Retro.  

Throwback is what they call it.  

 I’m curious about this decision on the part of marketing 

companies as to why they would think to leap backwards in time to 

bring back the old-fashioned style to their particular products, and 

then it hit me: people- especially the older generation- love the 

feeling of nostalgia. I know I do, and I’m not even forty years old 

yet. I know I take pleasure in watching reruns of the sitcoms that I 

grew up on, even though they may not be the latest craze today. I 

still laugh a bit whenever Joey Gladstone from Full House uses his 
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hand to gesture whenever he says, “Cut- it- out.” Nothing like the 

classics. 

 There’s a sense of comfort that comes with being reminded 

of a simpler time, in a slower-paced way of life, isn’t there? And I 

think that’s one of the biggest pitching-points for companies that 

market the throwback. They’re appealing to that part of us who can 

reflect on a time before “the cloud”, or iPhones or iTunes, or the 

times when the only person who could write on a tablet with his 

finger was God. Life was slower, simpler, and less complicated back 

when Mountain Dew only came in one color, and I think that for 

those who recall what these “classic”, “retro”, or “throwback” 

products looked like at the beginning, seeing it again brings back the 

easy feelings of those days and connects them with it all over again. 

 

RED SOVINE AND 8-TRACKS 

 As I reminisce on my childhood, I now realize that my dad 

has always been one to have trouble evolving with the times. 

Granted, I’m still a young whipper-snapper in most people’s eyes, 

and even I have trouble with some of the newer technology (I’m 

ashamed to say that I have a hard time navigating my son’s Wii), but 

with my dad it is a whole other level. The last time my wife and I 

went to visit my parents for the weekend, we were staying overnight. 

Sometime early in the morning before sunrise, my dad comes into 

the guest room and wakes me up. Frustrated, he tells me that he 

wants to watch the news and can’t figure out which remote turns on 

the satellite. As I groggily proceeded to resolve his television issue, 

he went on to tell me how he doesn’t understand why people can’t 

just make TV’s like they used to, when all you had to do was turn a 

knob to watch what you wanted. In some ways I totally agree.  
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 Dad used to drive me to school in a jet-black 1976 Ford F-

100 pickup truck. I often fantasized about that being my truck when 

I grew up. It was sweet- and all factory parts. From the door handles 

to the emblem on the tailgate, everything was original. He even kept 

the old 8-track cassette player in it long after they stopped producing 

those big, fat tapes and converted everything to CD. And my dad had 

two tapes in particular that he loved to play over and over again. One 

was Conway Twitty, who would sing me to school every morning; 

and Red Sovine, the old trucker who would tell me stories about 

Colorado Kool-Aid and a little kid called “Teddy Bear” every 

afternoon on the way home. Man, I would get tired of hearing this 

same old music every day, and one day the radio seemed to, too. 

 As we were heading home from school one day listening to 

old Red, the radio decided to chew up the tape. Dad almost wrecked 

trying to hurry up and eject it, but by the time he got it to come out it 

was too late. The tape was ruined. I vividly remember him angrily 

rolling down the window and tossing that 8-track out onto the side of 

the road, and we drove the rest of the way in silence.  

 For years, my dad never heard another Red Sovine song. It 

was as if his music died with that eaten-up 8-track on the side of the 

road that fateful day. But sometime later my dad traded in that ’76 

Ford and got himself a newer model Chevy Silverado. And guess 

what, it came with a CD player. That year for Christmas I bought 

him a Red Sovine disc. I remember him looking at it, almost like I 

look at the controller of an X-Box. “I know it’s a video game”, I 

think, “I’ve played one of these before, but I don’t remember it 

having so many buttons.” It was like that with my dad that day. But 

when he put that CD in and began hearing the old stories- the very 

same ones that he’d listened to for all those years, he experienced 

that joyful nostalgia and comfortable feeling that he hadn’t felt for a 

long time. He realized that day that the music he loved hadn’t been 

lost, but had simply changed its packaging.  
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 It’s the same way with all those products in the supermarket 

that come out in “retro” canning and labeling. They try to remind us 

that the flavors and ingredients that we fell in love with long ago are 

really still there, and they want to bring us back so they can have the 

chance to prove it to us.  

But what does all of this rambling on have to do with the church?  

 

REINVENTING THE WHEEL- 

 A few years back a major pizza company was trying to figure 

out a way to bolster sales and bring in more customers. Now, as a 

pizza lover myself, I had no complaints about this franchise, other 

than the fact that the closest one to my house was just two miles 

outside of their delivery area. If I wanted any pizza, I either had to 

pick it up or meet the driver out at the end of the street (and I was 

still expected to give the guy a tip). 

 But this popular pizza chain made what turned out to be a 

very poor business decision in their efforts to improve. They 

changed their recipe, hoping that this would somehow stimulate 

growth and revenue. They advertised it as being a better dough, 

bolder sauce, and fresher toppings. The result they got was not 

exactly what they’d hoped for. Sure, at the onset everyone came out 

to try the “new” thing. Maybe once. And while this restaurant 

probably gained a few customers, and some may have even liked the 

new taste they offered, in general the response to the change was not 

a positive one. So in the end the pizza makers decided to go back to 

the original. They learned what many of us need to learn- if 

something isn’t broke, don’t fix it.  

 The wheel has got to be the world’s longest-running 

invention that has gone on without anyone finding any necessary 
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improvements to its design. There is nothing on the face of the earth 

that can roll across the face of the earth better than a wheel. If you’re 

going uphill or downhill, across smooth or rocky roads, or trying to 

maneuver furniture around the office, you’re generally going to rely 

on the perfect design of the round wheel.  

 “Oh, but let’s change things up a bit,” you say. So you stretch 

it out and make it an oval. Or better yet, you bang the sides and 

make it a square. Sharp. Or maybe you leave it round, but you decide 

to add all these flashy attachments to the surface because, as we all 

know, a wheel needs to be presentable. After we’ve altered the 

wheel in such a way we try to roll with it, but something’s not right. 

It’s bumpy, bouncy, and not at all smooth like it used to be. The 

pushing is not as easy, and the pulling is near impossible. We step 

back and scratch our heads, wondering what’s the matter with our 

machine, and suddenly it dawns on us… 

Don’t mess with the wheel.  

 I want to suggest in this book that, just maybe, our churches 

have made the same mistake as the pizza company. We’ve been 

tempted to “mess with the wheel” and have forgotten that the church 

has already been given the perfect design. I’m not talking at all about 

the packaging, the presentation, or the programs involved in our 

discipleship and evangelistic processes (though I will inevitably 

touch on these things at some point)- I’m talking about the basic, 

core element that makes the church work the way it’s supposed to. If 

you look around you can find many types of wheels. Tires come 

with various tread patterns and different widths and so on, depending 

on the need and whether they’re for a car, truck or SUV. But the one 

thing that remains constant in every tire or wheel is that it is round. It 

has to be. If it is not round, it will not roll smoothly.  

 In the same way, the church needs to get back to the basic 

design that makes it function in the way it was intended. Like the 
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wheel, the church was made for a specific purpose- to go out and 

reach the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ (see Matthew 28:18-

20). And when we look at the first group of believers in the Book of 

Acts, we see that wheel rolling in a way that indicates that the church 

was functioning in the way that it was supposed to. Thousands were 

being won in a single sermon, and within a few decades the church 

had overwhelmed the Jewish and Roman world and was rapidly 

expanding across the globe. But today, we don’t see much of the 

same resemblance as that of the first-century church, do we? We 

don’t see folks flocking to our services, abandoning their lives for 

the sake of the gospel. In fact, current church statistics reflect the 

exact opposite. It’s as if we’ve taken the circle and made a square 

and tried to “roll with it.” 

Don’t mess with the wheel. 

 

THE CHURCH’S “WHEEL”- 

 So if we want our churches to function the way that the New 

Testament presents the church- with the power, influence, and life-

changing quality of the book of Acts, we have to define the “wheel”- 

the basic element that defines the church as the church. Just as a 

wheel has to be round, the church has to possess a specific quality to 

make it a true church. 

 In Matthew 16, we find a familiar conversation between 

Peter and Jesus. If you’ve grown up in church you’ve heard the 

story. Jesus asks His disciples the question, “Who do people say the 

Son of Man is?” It’s not that Jesus has an ego problem or a self-

confidence issue, he’s getting to a point.  

 The disciples replied, “Some say you’re John the Baptist, 

others say you’re Elijah or one of the prophets.” But Jesus doesn’t 
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seem too concerned with what everyone else thinks. He gets to the 

heart of the matter with the second question: “Who do you say I 

am?” And Peter responded in an amazingly profound way, saying, 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). 

This passage speaks of an important issue concerning Christianity 

and the eventual church: it speaks of identity. 

 How do we identify our churches today? When someone asks 

you, “What is your church like?” how do we respond? Often, we 

point to our denomination, our worship style, or something along 

those general lines. Maybe we’ll talk about the various activities and 

programs that our fellowship offers. Or we might tell folks about our 

pastor and how vibrant and relational he brings the message every 

week. We talk about the size of our wheel, the tread pattern, or the 

thickness and color, but these things are not what make the wheel 

roll.  

 “…on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it.” (v. 18) 

 This is the first use of the word “church” in the New 

Testament, and here we find an extremely important message 

regarding what makes the church function properly. Jesus is talking 

to the disciples asking them, “What do people think about me?” just 

like today people ask questions about the church. They say, “Oh, 

well, the music is good, the pastor’s messages are motivational”. But 

none of these things give the church its identity. See, Jesus did not 

say, “I will establish my church on the opinions and preferences of 

people”. When Jesus asked about people’s ideas of Him, he didn’t 

go and say, “Oh, they like this about me” or “they find this attractive 

so I’ll build off of that”. But when Peter said to Him, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God,” Jesus looked at him and said, 

“that’s it. You’ve got it.” And on that note He went on to say, “this is 

what the church is built upon.” Jesus clearly stated, “I will build my 
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church”. He didn’t tell the disciples, “I’m going to inspire you, give 

you some good ideas and a general direction and then leave you to 

it.” He said, “I will build my church”. Jesus gave the formula, and 

Jesus provided the design, and in the end, Jesus gives a guarantee: 

“the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” Now that’s good stuff.  

 A church can be known for its size and its numbers. It can 

have a reputation for possessing a wonderful music ministry and a 

dynamic pastor. All of these things are well and good and nice- but 

these things do not make up a church’s identity. This is not what 

makes the church work. The biblical church was world-changing, 

life-giving, and darkness-piercing. And according to what we find in 

the conversation in Matthew 16, a church is not identified by the 

perception of the people, but by a proper presentation of the Person 

of Jesus Christ. The pizza-man thought that the customers would be 

pleased with a new formula, but he was wrong. The church tends to 

think that a new pastor, or more programs or bigger music will draw 

the people, but they’re wrong. The church is built upon the identity 

and Person of Jesus. Who He is and what He gives should be at the 

forefront of everything we as a church bring to our communities.  

The praise band doesn’t give hope. Jesus does. 

The pastor doesn’t provide peace. Jesus does. 

The children’s program doesn’t renew, revive, and refresh the soul. 

Jesus does.  

The creative team and the flashy buildings do not save. Jesus does. 

 Ultimately, it was the character of Jesus reflected in the 

fellowship of believers that attracted the masses in the early church. 

And it’s that same identity that must be found in our congregations 

today that will reshape and redefine our communities around us. 

Jesus was described in the gospel of John as the “light that gives life 
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to men”, and coincidentally Jesus called His followers to be the 

“light of the world.” We need to identify ourselves with the love, 

grace, and compassion of Christ, and allow that to be what we 

present to the world around us, above and beyond everything else 

that we offer. Just like when my dad opened that box to find that Red 

Sovine CD and he put it in the disc player to discover that the music 

he loved way back when is still here now, the world needs to know 

that the “Christ, the Son of the Living God” still exists in the church 

today. You can invite them to hear the good music, attract their 

attention with a wide variety of discipleship programs and activities, 

but most of all you have to show them Jesus. Let them fall in love 

with Jesus. 

Don’t mess with the wheel. 
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Chapter 2- THE KEY 

 

 So I’ve kind of grown up in church. Or should I say 

churches. My upbringing in Christianity was a bit unique, and 

different from most folks. Typically, you’re either a lifelong Baptist, 

a career charismatic, or what have you. But I was exposed to a 

bouquet of church life and experience. You see, my mother took me 

to a Baptist church from the time I can even remember, and my 

dad’s family were charter members of a Church of God. So I guess 

that might explain why, when I was a teenager and given the chance 

to find a place that I felt comfortable, I wound up in a middle-of-the-

road non-denominational church that had the ideal blend of high-

intensity, free-spirit worship with fundamental Bible teaching.  

 But another thing that this wide exposure to various types of 

churches has taught me was how differently churches can be 

structured. No, I’m not talking about building designs- brick 

sanctuaries with stained-glass and steeples versus contemporary 

auditorium-style buildings- I’m talking about the way churches set 

up their leadership. How things run and how decisions are made in 

the church- the core of it all.  

 I’ve seen and experienced several different leadership 

structures in my time serving in ministry, and I must say that at times 

it’s been an interesting sight to see. Quite eye-opening at times, too. 
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I’ve been in a fellowship where the whole kit-and-caboodle has been 

guided by a quorum (basically a certain percentage of the active 

membership of the congregation), and decisions are made by a 

majority vote. Matters such as how money is spent, who is added 

and removed from positions of service, and whether or not to paint 

the lobby, is placed in the hands of the general membership. While I 

can understand, at least in part, why we would think that a 

democratic system of government would make things simple and fair 

(after all, that’s how our great nation works, right?), anyone who has 

ever sat through the horrors of a Sunday night business meeting 

when there is a disagreement or a particular group is unhappy with 

the pastor would tell you that it doesn’t always work the way we’d 

hope.  

 There also exists in many churches a pastor-led fellowship, 

where basically the “shepherd guides the sheep”. The man of God 

oversees the work of God and guides, feeds, and leads the people of 

God in such a manner howsoever he so feels led by God. This type 

of leadership isn’t as common as the other, yet it does exist, 

primarily in the traditional African American churches. While this 

kind of church can, as well, function smoothly and lead to great 

growth and effective ministry in its community, one wouldn’t have 

to look too hard to find a dozen examples of a pastor-led church 

falling apart because of the ill-intended decisions of its head man.  

 The church in which I currently pastor, Reach Point 

Ministries- as well as many great churches that I have personal 

attachments to- operate within what I believe personally to be a more 

biblical approach to church leadership. My intent is not to seek to 

persuade or influence any pastors or church leaders reading this to 

tear up their church constitutions and bylaws and adopt what we’re 

doing, but I feel that it would be helpful to share what we do and 

why we do it.  
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ACTS 2 CHURCH- 

 At RPM we have what we call an “Acts 2” fellowship. We 

seek to structure our leadership and ministry in a way that resembles 

the first-century church as best we can. Without going into so much 

detail that you put this book away out of boredom, let me just simply 

say that our church has a team-based leadership, comprised of a 

group of ministry “heads” that are each selected to serve by the 

general congregation. By “heads”, I mean that this team is made up 

of the individuals that oversee each area of evangelism and 

discipleship within the church: children & youth ministry, the 

worship leader, head deacon/elder, and so on. Unlike the 

congregation-led form of leadership, the authority of the general 

congregation is limited to the selection of the leaders. Once those 

leaders are chosen, the congregation trusts and allows those people 

to lead. And also unlike the pastor-led church, RPM’s pastor is not 

endowed with unlimited power and influence. He is responsible and 

accountable to the leadership team that he serves and ministers with. 

While the congregation has the responsibility and authority to select 

its leadership team, it is the role of the leadership to call and remove 

the pastor. We believe that this type of church leadership structure 

most closely reflects the biblical model found throughout the book of 

Acts, and we will delve further into what it looks like throughout the 

other chapters in this book. 

 

A FUNDAMENTAL FLAW- 

 Now that I’ve briefly described three examples of the various 

leadership models that churches can employ to govern their 

fellowships- congregation, pastor, and team-led churches- let me say 

that while all of these have positive qualities and are fully capable of 
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functioning well and doing great things for the Lord, there lies a 

fundamental flaw (especially in the first two described) that will 

undoubtedly bring the church into collapse if ignored and left 

unchecked- the human element.  

 “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. 

Who can understand it?” –Jeremiah 17:9, NIV 

 I cannot count how many times I’ve seen churches split down 

the middle, and well-meaning men and women abandon the Body 

because of the tug-of-war power struggles that have taken place in 

congregation-led churches. The problem is that when you place the 

future and direction of the church into the hands of the people at-

large, you are assuming that the majority of the people have God’s 

will in mind. Of course you would like to think that this is the case, 

being a Christian assembly and all, but unfortunately this is not the 

case. Oftentimes, folks are involved in church for all the wrong 

reasons. To many, church has become a social-group, and a family 

affair, and growing and serving our Lord has nothing to do with why 

they’re there.  

 I recall at one of the churches I served at, the church was 

discussing whether to sell the old parsonage. Being what it was, they 

were required to inform all of the members on the roll and vote upon 

it during the next business meeting. I tell no lie, on the Wednesday 

night of that meeting there were more people in the pews, and more 

new faces than I had ever seen in that building. And I had been there 

for three years. You see, if you empower the people to be the 

compass and guiding force for the church, you run the risk of 

allowing a people who have no gauge for what God is doing to tell 

everyone where to go.  

 The same risk exists if the church is being led by a pastor 

who, for whatever reason, has taken his eyes and ears off of the 

spiritual pulse of God, and has begun to serve out of selfish ambition 
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or personal gain. History has shown us that this is not unheard of or 

impossible. The greatest of leaders are fully capable of fallacy and 

are vulnerable to succumbing to temptation. He could even be at the 

beginning the most Christ-centered, selfless, mission-minded man of 

God the world has ever seen, and end up so far off the page that 

people would wonder how he could even be a Christian. I believe 

that it’s safe to say that the larger the church, the bigger the balance, 

and the heavier the load, the more the temptation is for a leader who 

stands alone at the frontlines in the church.  

 And I want to be fair, because I’m not attempting to say that 

the model that RPM has adopted is immune to corruption, because it 

is. Even a word-for-word, point-for-point biblical model of church 

government and leadership is subject to human error, for the simple 

fact that humans are involved. Our heads and our hearts are 

inevitably a part of this equation of becoming the church and 

advancing the gospel to the ends of the earth.  

 So the question is asked, “How are we supposed to lead the 

church effectively and purposefully, while basically keeping 

ourselves out of it?” That’s almost what it sounds like we have to do 

in order to ensure that it doesn’t get messed up, right? So let’s talk 

about it.  

 

WHO’S RUNNING THE CHURCH?- 

 In the last chapter I shared with you the conversation Jesus 

had with Simon Peter in Matthew 16, where He said to Peter, “I will 

build my church.” Jesus Himself is the “wheel”, the central focus 

that the church is to reflect to the world and that it is to identify itself 

with. Because it is Jesus, as this passage says, who builds the church 

and it is Him whom the church belongs to. He made it and He owns 

it. We all generally agree on that end, but what about after He builds 
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and establishes the church? After all, Jesus does tell Peter 

immediately after this that He will “give you the keys to the 

kingdom…” Doesn’t that somehow place the responsibility of 

leading the church to the disciples after He left? 

 We can attempt to answer that question by looking at what 

Jesus said and did as He was leaving. Did He suggest to His 

followers that they would be in charge or that they would be 

responsible for keeping the ball rolling in His stead? Let’s read a few 

passages and I believe we’ll begin to understand Christ’s intentions 

for the early church and its leadership. 

 “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age.’”  -Matthew 28:18-20, NIV 

 Of course we all know this as the “Great Commission”, but 

all too often we misuse this Scripture as a prodding tool to attempt to 

move the church into doing more outreach and evangelism. And it’s 

true, these verses tell the church of their responsibility to “go” and to 

preach the gospel to all nations. But it also tells us of Who has the 

authority, and Who will be with us. Jesus said “I have the authority”- 

he didn’t pass it on to us, He maintained it. Not only this, but He also 

said, “I will be with you”- not, “Handle this on your own, I’m going 

home.”  

 The building of the church that Christ spoke about when 

talking with Peter was not a mere gathering of people to read the 

Bible and sing some songs throughout the week. He was talking 

about a spiritual kingdom that would be established. And if it’s a 

spiritual kingdom and a spiritual work, it surely cannot be grown 

with human effort. The carnal mind (Romans 8:6-7) and wicked 
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heart of man will do little more than get in the way of what God 

intends to do with the church. “So what about those keys to the 

kingdom?” you ask… I’m glad you did.  

Let’s talk about those keys. 

 

THE KEY OF THE CHURCH-  

 I believe one of the biggest temptations as pastors (I’m 

definitely speaking for myself here) is to try and constantly be in 

control of every situation. After all, our reputations are at risk with 

every event and activity that goes on. Even the ones we don’t know 

about. When the church’s name is involved, the pastor’s name is 

automatically attached. Therefore, we want desperately for things to 

be done with excellence and we want everything to be successful.  

 It doesn’t take long, though, for us to be brutally brought to 

the reality that we cannot control everything. And in the context of 

the church, I’m coming to realize that I’m not even supposed to be in 

control. My job as a pastor is not to effectively facilitate every 

element of the inreach and outreach of our ministry, but to bring 

people to a clear and undeniable understanding that this is Christ’s 

work and that Christ is running the show.  

 So about this key we’re talking about here- what is it? To 

answer that question we turn to the first chapter in Acts, where we 

read about Jesus again speaking with the disciples. He had already 

resurrected, and this was during the forty days that He spent with 

them before ascending into heaven. He was obviously talking to 

them about their upcoming roles and responsibilities as apostles 

(they were no longer being identified as “disciples”- meaning 

“followers”, but “apostles”- meaning “one who is sent”- Acts 1:2). 

In this conversation, Jesus tells them, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
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wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 

speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit… you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” (Acts 1:4-5, 8) 

 Do you see what Jesus did here? When you look at the Great 

Commission, and then reading this, don’t you see that He was 

saying, “Go into all the world… but not without me.” He told the 

disciples to go and make disciples, but He also tells them not to go 

unless they go in a power greater than their own. 

 This is an ever-important message for the church today. As 

Christ is the “wheel” that we ought not try to reinvent, the Holy 

Spirit is the key that the church cannot operate properly without. 

There are so many things that the church attempts to do in its own 

power, and fails miserably at. We try to force-feed spiritual growth 

through offering and promoting a veritable buffet of classes and 

programs; we seek to stir up people emotionally with our 

atmospheres and our passionate preaching and praise music; and as 

much as we don’t want to admit it, we attempt to guilt people into 

repentance because, if we can get them to make a decision for Christ 

or to take a step toward God, then we’ve done our job.  

But it’s not our job.  

Human effort cannot make a spiritual impact.  

There are just some things that we cannot do.  

 

 

 



 

25 

 

IT’S NOT MY JOB!- 

 Now isn’t that something that we hear all too often in the 

church? “It’s not my job!” Well, surprising as it may seem, I’m 

about to give you several scenarios where you can- and should- say 

that very thing. It’s not your job. There are simply some things that 

you cannot do, things that are outside of your “authority”, because 

you have not been given authority. These things are the job of the 

Holy Spirit, given to the church that is identified in Christ.  

 In the following points that I wish to make, I will be 

reflecting on the passage in John 16 that describes the work of the 

Holy Spirit. Though His work in both the believer (individually) and 

the church (collectively) is found all throughout the New Testament, 

I intend to focus in general terms what is found in these few verses. 

1- Conviction 

 When he comes, he will convict the world of guild, in regard 

to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because 

men do not believe in me. In regard to righteousness, because I am 

going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard 

to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands 

condemned.” –John 16:8-11, NIV 

 There are “churches” (I use quotations here because I scarce 

even call them churches) that believe they are representing God 

accurately by standing by the road at the funerals of soldiers, or at 

the weddings of homosexual couples, declaring that God hates them. 

Equally, there are pastors that seek to preach in such a way as to 

“scare the hell” out of the lost. Listen, folks, we need to understand a 

few things: 1) we cannot change the heart; and 2) there is a major 

difference between conviction and condemnation. Satan seeks to 

condemn us, which results in feelings of doubt, worthlessness, and 

self-pity- whereas the Holy Spirit brings conviction, resulting in 
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repentance that leads toward salvation. Simply look to Judas for an 

example of what self-condemnation brings upon a person, and look 

at Peter for an example of what conviction brings. Those folks who 

are sneering at the lost world with pointing fingers of accusation 

hardly represent the love and humility of the One who is to be 

identity of the church. 

 “…in regards to sin, and righteousness, and judgment.” The 

Holy Spirit is ultimately responsible for exposing sin, revealing the 

righteousness of God, and passing judgment upon an unbeliever. 

Does this mean that we don’t, or can’t, preach? Absolutely not, since 

it is the Word of God that the Spirit utilizes as the vehicle for 

transforming lives and changing people’s hearts. But take note that 

the Word is used as a “tool” of the church to build, and not a 

“weapon” to destroy. We must remember that we cannot preach on 

sin without first acknowledging our own; we cannot preach on any 

righteousness other than Christ’s righteousness; and we cannot pass 

judgment on others unless we soon find ourselves guilty of 

judgment. The way the Holy Spirit seeks to convict the world is 

through a church that is actively and naturally demonstrating a 

Christ-like character that is opposite their lives, thereby exposing 

their undone condition and need for a Savior. And it is our love and 

compassion that draws them to us that we might share the truth of 

the gospel with them. Condemnation repels, while conviction 

compels.  

2- Truth 

 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 

into all truth.” (v. 13) 

 There is a disturbing, growing trend in American Christianity 

going on right now. People are making the decision to abandon the 

traditional fellowship in favor of seeking out a deeper level of 

spiritual growth. They have somehow gotten the idea that their 
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growth and maturity has “peaked” in the church and they need to 

move on so that they can do more and achieve more and gain more 

enlightenment. This is a sad epidemic, but it’s a rising one. 

 The problem with this idea is evident from the start. The 

Bible leaves no room for misunderstanding that the purpose and 

intention of the church was to make disciples, to teach and to grow 

and to support one another. Apart from the fellowship, growth is 

stunted and support is virtually nonexistent. You see, when you look 

at this decision in light of biblical teaching, it doesn’t seem to make 

a whole lot of sense. And how likely is it that the Holy Spirit, who 

leads us into the truth, would lead us away from the church, the very 

establishment of God through Jesus Christ?  

 You see, that’s the problem. If we’re not being led by the 

Holy Spirit, we’re not going to be led by the truth. His role is to 

reveal truth to us, to guide us and to direct our steps. When we’re not 

allowing Him to do His job, but instead try to determine what is right 

by ourselves, then we give in to the tendency to do what “feels” 

right, and unfortunately what feels right is not always what is right. 

These people are described by Paul as those who “suit their own 

desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to 

say what their itching ears want to hear” (2 Timothy 4:3). Without 

the leading of the Spirit, we will not recognize the truth, but will 

instead follow lies. We will follow our feelings, our ideas, and our 

inventions instead of the Spirit of truth. 

 Simple question: What is the end-goal for your church? What 

do you ultimately envision for your fellowship? To have a positive 

impact and a great reputation in your community? To have so many 

decisions and baptisms each year? To finally complete your building 

program? Or to faithfully fulfill the will of God for your church? 

Hopefully, you know what your answer should be. And the only way 

that you can know and follow God’s will is to submit to God’s 
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Spirit, who was given to the church to be the leader and the guide for 

us to hear and know what God wants for us.  

3- Glory to God 

 “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and 

making it known to you”. (v. 14) 

 We have a natural tendency to see a need and immediately 

come up with ways to meet it. Unfortunately, this mentality flows 

into the church as well. We understand that as Christians, our lives 

are to bring glory to God. As a result we go out to do as much as we 

can- bring in the most people, build the tallest steeple, make the most 

noise. And once we have accomplished the task of achieving 

“success” status from a worldly perspective, then surely God must 

call us successful, too.  

Nope. 

 The church has to remember where its power comes from. 

We have to understand that our righteousness is like filthy rags, and 

our efforts to please God in our own strength have absolutely no 

merit. It’s unacceptable. So here we are, after Christ said “I will 

build my church”, saying, “Watch what I can do, God!” All the 

while God is saying, “What are you doing? I’ve given you my Spirit- 

He will bring glory to me. He knows what to do. Why don’t you let 

Him lead?” Why don’t we let Him lead? 

 So here’s the key, folks. Christ came to establish a spiritual 

kingdom, and the key to that kingdom is His Holy Spirit given to the 

church. Through His leadership, the church will bring conviction to 

the sinner, truth to the believer, and glory to God our Father. This is 

the full scope of the purpose of the church. And if we’re achieving 

these things, wouldn’t you call that success? 
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Chapter 3- THE SIGNS 

 

 Remember in the first chapter how we talked about the 

“throwback” fad that’s taking place in America? It’s most evident in 

our supermarkets, with all the packaging and label designs taking a 

step back in time? Well, just last weekend I was confronted with 

another example, and it just so happened to occur at the perfect time, 

while I was preparing to write this chapter. Such a good segue into 

what I want to share with you… 

 So my friend’s dad, Chuck, is a die-hard football fan. He 

hasn’t missed a Sunday game in I don’t know how many years. 

Whenever we’re around and he’s in front of the television observing 

every play intently, he is able to commentate with such an in-depth 

analysis of what’s going on both offensively and defensively that it 

sounds like another language to me. I’ll be honest, though I can sit 

back and enjoy a good game like a man’s man should, I really can’t 

tell you the intricacies of football strategy and gameplay like Chuck 

can.  

 Chuck is one of those guys that studies up on the college kids 

entering the draft, and tries to predict who’s going where and when 

they’ll be picked. So, long story short, this player that I can’t recall 

was seen on television after being drafted by a team (which team, by 

the way, I also don’t remember), and he was standing there wearing 

their hat and holding up a jersey. Chuck looks over at my friend and 
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I, and referring to the jersey that happened to be in retro design and 

colors, says, “You know, that’s when football used to be good.”  

 

TOO MANY RULES- 

 I’ve noticed that several teams in the NFL have gone back to 

their classic image. And, according to Chuck, it reminds him of the 

“good old days” of football, when teams played with passion instead 

of for mere profit. There were great personalities on the gridiron, 

men known and feared for their toughness and grit and heart. But 

most of all, Chuck said, football was more fun to watch because it 

was a simpler game back then. There weren’t as many restricting 

rules and regulations that, although likely put in place for good 

intents and purposes, severely limited the game of football itself. 

Back in the day, people could just play. 

Hike, block, throw, touchdown. 

 Again, isn’t that the whole point of the “throwback”- to 

remind us of a simpler time, and a simpler way of life? I think that’s 

why even though it’s been in rerun mode for decades, so many 

people find The Andy Griffith Show so endearing. Everyone I know 

who watches that show tells me of how they wish they could live in 

a place like that. As Rascal Flatts puts it, Mayberry is a life of 

“sitting on the porch drinking ice-cold Cherry Coke, when 

everything is black-and-white.”
1
 

 But reality tells us that our day and age is not one of 

simplicity. It’s one of too little money, too little time, and too many 

errands to run, and too many distractions. Our government is 

overextended and our families are overwhelmed and overburdened. 

                                                 
1
 Lyrics from the song “Mayberry”, performed by Rascal Flatts’ 2002 album 

“Melt, Lyric Street Records- Written by Arlos Smith, SESAC 
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We long for an escape from the pressures and complications of 

today’s fast-paced and hectic demands, and we wish upon a star that 

life could just be as basic as football used to be. 

Hike, block, throw, touchdown. 

 

SIMPLE CHURCH- 

 Truth be told, we’ve kind of given in to the temptation of 

adapting the church life to look like the world around us. Restaurants 

and retailers offer lots of options, so we load down our calendars 

with activities and events that will surely give something to everyone 

so they can fit fellowship into their busy schedules. No one really 

has time to give much more than an hour to church these days, so we 

have put timers on our sermons to make sure that we don’t take too 

long. We try to hype our names and commercialize our “product” to 

the audience around us so that we can attract and impact as many 

people as we can because, after all, isn’t that what church is all 

about?  

“I miss Mayberry…”  

 If we’ll remember what we’ve already discussed, the church 

is a spiritual kingdom established and built by Christ and led by the 

Holy Spirit. If we’re going to look like anything, it should be like 

Jesus, and the church that He is building. And if we’re going to 

accomplish anything as a church, if we’re going to make any sort of 

impact that has eternal significance, it’s only going to be when we’re 

empowered by His Spirit. So, that being said, what if I told you that 

a Christ-centered, Spirit-led church was a “simple church”? What if I 

told you that the church didn’t have to be so hectic, that it could be 

(and should be) as uncomplicated as “hike, block, throw, 

touchdown”? Would you believe me? Would you believe the Bible?  
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 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was 

filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done 

by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. Selling their possessions and good, they gave to anyone as 

he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 

being saved.”  -Acts 2:42-47, NIV 

 When we read these verses about the first fellowship, we see 

two things: what they did, and what they experienced. For 

conversation’s sake, let’s list their experiences first. This is an 

amazing list, folks. We see that “everyone was filled with awe”, 

because miracles were happening. People were speaking in tongues, 

healings were happening, it was amazing. We also see that the 

church found favor with the surrounding community- simply 

meaning that they possessed a good reputation of genuineness in 

their town. Lastly, and I think most significant, “the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being saved.”  

 People were being saved! When we talk about the aim and 

goal for our church, the “wish list” probably closely resembles this 

one, right? I mean, who wouldn’t want to see the Lord work miracles 

among us? Who would want anything other than a positive 

reputation for their church? And who would say that their desire as a 

body of believers was anything other than seeing lives changed an 

people make decisions for Christ?  

 Our problem isn’t that we don’t know what we want for the 

church. The problem is that we don’t seem to know how to get those 

results. We’re going to leadership training conferences, we’re buying 

books that lay out awesome and innovative ideas, and we plug in and 



 

33 

 

unplug programs and pastors and volunteers to try and kick-start 

successful results. But we don’t get it. We can’t seem to find 

ourselves experiencing the same things that the Acts 2 church did. 

But like I said, there are the experiences, and then there are the 

things they did.  

 You may be surprised to discover that there isn’t much 

evidence to be found that the early church adopted a “mission 

statement” or a set of core values. There isn’t anything to say that 

they got together and did a survey of their “target group” or collect 

demographic information so that they could best determine the 

“what” and the “how” in regards to their outreach strategy. Nope. It 

doesn’t seem that the first Christians made the mistake of over-

complicating ministry and missions quite like we do. Theirs was a 

more simplistic and intentional approach. And it all can be 

summarized in one word: devotion. 

 

A DEVOTED CHURCH- 

 Chuck’s love for football would, in my opinion, be classified 

as “devotion”. That word is defined as, “to totally commit ones’ self 

to or give completely to a cause; to dedicate ones’ time, energy, 

thought, and resources to something.” I would say that Chuck’s 

relationship to football would be considered a devotion.  

 Can you think of an area or object in your life that you 

devote yourself to? Perhaps it is a favorite pastime or a hobby. 

Maybe it’s your career or your family. Is it your spouse, or your 

church? I recall the years when we were first married that my wife 

decided to go back to school. Not much different I assume than 

anyone who is a full-time student. Excellence in education requires a 

great amount of sacrifice- of time, money, and effort. For my wife, 

she would leave for class early in the morning, and would return 
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home around supper time with an arm full of books and ended up 

spending many a long nights cramming for tests and studying her 

subjects. College required great commitment.  

 Honestly, we’re all devoted to something. Everyone has 

something or someone on the top of their personal and emotional list 

of priorities that, given a choice or opportunity, they would gladly 

give up everything for. The question then isn’t whether you are 

devoted to something, but is that thing that you devote yourself to 

worthy of your devotion?  

 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” –Acts 2:42, 

NIV 

 Here is something worth devoting ones’ self to. There are 

many things which seek to occupy the deep places in our hearts, but 

very few are of eternal significance. What I mean by that is there are 

some things that you can invest your time, efforts, and energies into 

that only makes a difference for a little while and eventually ends. 

But there are other things- such as what the early church devoted 

itself to- that have a greater lasting impact. And these areas of 

devotions are what I call the “signs” of a Christ-centered, Spirit-led 

church. 

 

THE SIGNS-  

 What is your church known for outside of your building? If 

we were to go out into the surrounding neighborhood and ask people 

about your church, what would people say about you? Would they 

talk about your after-school ministry, or maybe the big, blow-out 

festival you have in the fall? Would they talk about the wonderful 
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food distribution ministry you run on the first Saturday of each 

month? What would it be? What is your church recognized for?  

 We hang our reputation on so many things, and stake our 

success on so much that is often so far from the biblical model that 

we miss out on what an awesome opportunity we have to make a 

lasting difference in the people around us. As a church that seeks 

Christ as our identity, and the Holy Spirit as our teacher and guide, 

we need to display the signs of the true church and let these be the 

objects of our devotion. 

1- The Word of God 

 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching…” You 

know, something that really irritates me is when I see and hear these 

1-year Bible reading plans. It’s basically saying that folks need some 

sort of assistance and reminder to get through the Bible. We can tear 

through Twilight and Harry Potter, but we cannot muster up the 

motivation to dive down and dig into the Word of God. We need 

help. Why? If we truly believed that the sixty-six books of the Old 

and New Testaments contained God’s divine revelation of Himself 

to man, wouldn’t that be enough for us to want to know it 

intimately? And if we truly understood that the Bible is the “word of 

God”, like we call it, why do we struggle with sitting under its 

teaching for more than thirty to forty minutes on Sunday mornings?  

 The early church was not merely dabbling in the Scriptures, 

they were devouring the teachings of the apostles. In the days of the 

first fellowship, they were surrounded by pagan worship from the 

Greeks and the Romans, and the gospel was being protested and 

polluted by the unbelieving Jews that sought to stamp out the young 

Christian movement. So to equip themselves with knowledge and 

understanding of sound doctrine was essential for their growth and 

protection from the lies that surrounded them.  
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 It is said that “If you find a Bible that is falling apart, you 

will also find a person that is not.” A church that is dedicated to the 

teaching, preaching, and practical application of the Word of God is 

inevitably a church that produces mature disciples of Christ. Take 

these words from Psalm 1 as a fine illustration of the significance of 

being firmly rooted in God’s Word: 

 “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 

wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates 

day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 

yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he 

does prospers.” –Psalm 1:1-3 

 There is a church in the town where I live that has a 

reputation for preaching “nugget” sermons. A man once told me that 

the pastor preaches on average about seven to ten minutes. Now I 

realize that the Spirit does not require a forty-five minute message to 

change hearts (He doesn’t even need for man to speak at all), but 

how much teaching can truly take place in seven to ten minutes? 

How much discipleship will we do if we’re only feeding people 

“nuggets”? This is not the example of a devoted church. Just as the 

psalmist meditated on God’s law day and night, the Christians in 

Acts came together on a daily basis to study and reflect on the truths 

of Scripture. And the result was a healthy, vibrant, dynamic group of 

believers that impacted a city with the gospel. 

2- Fellowship  

 “Our church offers many great fellowship opportunities! We 

have movie nights, luncheons, outings for kids, couples, and seniors. 

It’s just great!” Isn’t it great, this fellowship we have? I mean, we get 

together for birthdays, anniversaries, homecoming, and various 

holidays and special occasions and we have fun. And frankly, that’s 
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a good word to summarize our fellowship- fun. But that’s not exactly 

what biblical fellowship stands for.  

 The word “fellowship” used here is koinonia, and it describes 

intimacy, as in a family context. It also can be translated as “sharing 

in common.” These people were a close-knit community that not 

only shared their possessions with one another, they shared life 

together. There was a deep, personal relationship that existed 

between each member of the body. This fellowship wasn’t exclusive 

to “fun times” and special occasions. There was a family atmosphere 

going on here. When times were good and celebration was in order, 

they celebrated together. In times of mourning and sorrow, they 

mourned together. Individual believers didn’t lack- materially and 

spiritually- because they were never alone in the journey. I often 

hear people say, “I don’t need church to be a Christian,” to which I 

respond, “No, you don’t. But you need the church in order to be an 

effective one.”  

 There’s a certain special protection and strength that is found 

in the fellowship and nowhere else for the believer. Solomon says 

that two strands are better than one, and a cord of three is even 

stronger (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). In a close-knit, intimate setting, we 

find encouragement and accountability. Within the fellowship, pride 

is prevented and we are guarded through the prayer and support of 

others who want to see us succeed and grow in our faith just as much 

as we do.  

They were devoted to each other.  

 In light of this type of deep bond experienced by the 

believers in Acts, can we say that we truly have “fellowship”? Let 

me ask another question: can this deep, intimate community-type of 

fellowship even be possible if we’re only coming together a few 

hours each week? That’s not what family looks like. That’s not what 

devotion looks like. We need to get closer, church. That involves 
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sharing with one another in such a way that will promote growth and 

personal relationship between the members of the body.  

3- Breaking Bread 

 So they are devoted to the Word of God, the intimacy of 

close community, and thirdly we read that the church is devoted to 

the breaking of bread- the Lord’s Supper. The second of the 

Christian ordinances. Jesus taught His disciples that each one was to 

be baptized when they first believed, and also that they were to 

observe the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him (Luke 22:19; 1 

Corinthians 11:24-26). The first ordinance was a sign of one’s 

becoming part of the body of Christ, and the second was to serve as 

a continual reminder that they are in fact part of the body of Christ. 

And the important thing about both the baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper is that they are intentional in their symbolism- they remind 

us of what made salvation possible. 

 We humans are a forgetful people, aren’t we? I know for 

myself, I have calendars on my laptop, my phone, one on my kitchen 

wall and one on my fridge. I have notepads on my nightstand and in 

my car to jot reminders down so that I don’t forget to call someone 

or to pick up bread and milk on the way home. But even with all of 

this, I still seem to let things fall through the cracks in my busy 

schedule. I just need reminders. 

 That’s exactly what the Lord’s Supper was for the Acts 

church and what it is intended to be for us. We forget sometimes- 

our mouths may not say it but our attitudes express it- the great price 

that was paid to purchase our salvation and to establish the church. 

And what a vivid and explicit reminder it is. Jesus plainly said to 

them, “Break this bread and eat it; this is my body that is broken for 

you. Here, drink this cup; this is my blood which is poured out for 

your sins. Do this and remember what I’ve done for you.”  
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 Twenty-one centuries removed from Calvary the picture has 

changed quite a bit. Our crosses are glossy as they are fixed up on 

our platforms in our sanctuaries, decorated with robes and roses. But 

this group of Christians had quite a different image in their minds as 

they partook of the bread and wine, I bet. For them, it wasn’t just a 

cracker and a clear cup- it was a beaten, battered, and bloody body 

hammered down on a beam of wood. It was the Only begotten Son 

of God hanging on a cross unrecognizable in agony saying, “I am 

wounded for your transgressions; crushed for your iniquities. The 

punishment that brings you peace is laid upon me. And by these 

stripes you are healed. Remember that.” For them the cross was no 

pretty picture, and the Communion served as a very real reminder 

that grace and mercy is not cheap. To be continuously reminded of 

this fact kept them humble and purposeful. They could never forget 

their Savior, and that because He died they live. And as a church 

devoted to the remembrance of Christ’s suffering on their behalf, 

they observed this supper as often as they came together- and they 

came together a lot.  

4- Prayer 

 I don’t think we pray as often as we should. I also believe 

that we don’t ask for prayer as often as we should. Why is that? 

Well, if we were honest with ourselves and with each other, we 

would confess that to a certain extent we don’t believe that prayer 

works. We don’t see how prayer changes anything, so we don’t 

devote ourselves and put time in on our knees. But let me tell you, 

prayer definitely changes things. To quote some wise unknown guy, 

“A church that is not praying is decaying.”  

 With that being said, let me share with you a few important 

things relating to prayer life. If you don’t know these things, you 

definitely should. And if you already know these things, then 
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chances are you’re already committed to prayer. Because what I’m 

about to tell you is priceless info from God’s Word.  

 a. Prayer does not precede the great work of the church; 

prayer is the great work of the church. As I’ve already said several 

times before, the church is a spiritual kingdom, and it cannot be built 

upon by human effort. But prayer, however, is the single spiritual 

activity that physical man is capable of participating in. When we 

pray, we are aligning ourselves up and partnering with the Holy 

Spirit that was sent to lead the church, and through our prayers He 

reveals to us God’s will.  

 b. Prayer is not a way for us to change God’s mind, but a way 

to change our hearts. There are a lot of things that you can do apart 

from prayer. But the most important things as far as the Kingdom is 

concerned cannot be accomplished without praying. Repentance 

cannot happen without prayer. Discerning God’s will cannot happen 

without prayer. Developing patience, hope and perseverance is 

virtually impossible if the believer is not devoted to communicating 

with God.  

 c. Prayer isn’t a polite suggestion that will likely enhance the 

spiritual lives of those who choose to practice it; Christians are 

commanded to pray. Jesus told the disciples in John 15 to “abide” in 

Him, because apart from Him they could do nothing. Abiding in 

Christ is about having a relationship, not simply observing moral 

values. We are called to commune with God on a consistent basis, 

and as a result God promises to lead us, strengthen us, and bless us. 

Neglecting to cultivate an active prayer life is essentially choosing to 

cut one’s self off from the One source of life and guidance.  

 “But I just don’t know what I’m supposed to pray for.” 

That’s not too hard to figure out. The Bible says that we are to pray 

according to the will of God. Sometimes we get tripped up because 

we think that we have to know exactly and specifically what God 
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desires regarding a particular situation, and if we don’t know that 

then we don’t want to pray for the wrong thing so we just don’t pray. 

Let me say, don’t let that stop you from praying. There are a few 

general things that we can always pray for because we’re sure that 

these are according to His will. Prayers of repentance, prayers of 

intercession (praying on behalf of others), and prayers of 

thanksgiving are just a few examples of prayers that we should 

always offer up to God. 

 So there it is- a vibrant, active, effective, growing church. No 

glitz and glam, no flash and fancy, just devotion. A group of faithful 

followers of Jesus Christ that sought to keep Him as the central focus 

and the Spirit as the source of power and wisdom and guidance. A 

rag-tag family of believers that gave themselves to the Word of God, 

to the fellowship, to the remembrance of the cross, and to an active 

prayer life. Simple. Like old-school football.  
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Chapter 4- AWESOME 

 

 Does anyone remember when the CG masterpiece Jurassic 

Park came out? I was pretty young when it hit theaters (just exposed 

my youth, didn’t I?), but I still remember how big it was. People 

were going nuts over the realism of the special effects and the sheer 

visual experience of watching it on the big screen. More recently, 

several films have followed pace, and some have even surpassed it- 

such as Avatar and Life of Pi. Movies like these are more than just 

stories told on screen, they’re an adventure. When you are exposed 

to something that’s unlike anything you’ve ever seen anywhere else 

and you can’t quite explain it, there are few words available to 

express just what you’re feeling.  

It’s awesome. 

 Awesome. Americans have a tendency to over-use words or 

employ them in ways that diminish their true meaning. We do it with 

the word love most commonly, I think. “I love pizza; I love rainy 

days; I love this song; I love Jesus.” I mean, come on, really? Do 

you love Jesus like you love pizza or ice-cream? Or are you just 

throwing a word around carelessly?  

 I think we probably do the same thing with the word 

awesome. When we cannot find another word to explain something 
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that is, well, unexplainable, we say, “That was awesome!” I 

remember watching The X Games for the first time and seeing these 

maniacs on skateboards spin around and flip upside down on a half-

pipe and I was like… well, you know… “awesome!” And at other 

times when someone tells me a funny joke that makes me laugh I’ll 

say that’s awesome, too. But in all fairness, even though we might 

be reckless in our use of some descriptive terms, there are also times 

when such words are completely appropriate for the circumstance. 

And I would venture to say that going to a remote island to see 100-

foot dinosaurs would qualify for that.  

 

AN AWESOME CHURCH- 

 Another example of a time and circumstance when I think 

words like awesome were totally appropriate was during the days of 

the early church. Phrases such as “filled with awe,” “amazed”, and 

“astonished” can be frequently found as responses to what was 

happening among the first followers. In fact, I counted more than a 

half-dozen instances where onlookers were left in awe and utter 

amazement in just the first three chapters only by skimming through 

the passages. There are likely more than that if we wanted to look 

closely. Regardless, it’s safe to say that the early church was an 

awesome thing. It didn’t have a T-Rex, but it definitely offered 

sights, sounds and experiences that couldn’t be found anywhere else. 

With signs and wonders, healings and miracles occurring in and 

from the Acts church on frequent occasion, bystanders and witnesses 

were left searching for words to describe just what they were seeing.  

 But you know, when you really look at it, Jurassic Park 

“awesome” and Acts 2 “awesome” are totally different things. Like 

pizza-love and Jesus-love. There’s not really much of a comparison, 

is there? One is genuine, while the other is an exaggeration, a misuse 

of the word. So that makes me question myself: “Do I really know 
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what is truly awesome? Do I know what that word even means?” So 

I take my question to the Scriptures, to examine the early church and 

what it was that totally blew the minds of the people of their day. 

And if we can figure that out, I wonder if we can bring that same 

amazing element back to our churches today so that we, too, can 

leave folks in awe and wonder. 

 To do that, I want to look at a familiar story from Acts 5. In 

this story, I think that we get a good view of the two opposite sides 

of this concept of awe and wonder. On one side, you have those who 

possess a proper perspective of what it means to be in awe, while the 

other side takes it a little too lightly. And when we look at this 

example of Ananias and Sapphira, we will also discover what “awe 

and wonder” is all about.  

 Ananias and his wife Sapphira were involved in the 

fellowship with the church. As it was said earlier, the believers were 

known and admired for selling their possessions in order to meet the 

needs of others. So Ananias and Sapphira set out to follow suit. They 

sold a piece of property and brought the proceeds to the apostles. It 

was their intention, at least from what we read, to allow everyone to 

believe that they had donated the full amount of what they had made 

from the sale of the property. But their lie found them out, and their 

selfish motivation was completely exposed.  

 “Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled 

your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for 

yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn’t it 

belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the 

money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? 

You have not lied to men but to God.’” –Acts 5:3-4, NIV 

 The sin, as we see it, was a matter of the heart, of the 

intentions surrounding Ananias’ decision. It wasn’t that he didn’t 

give all of the money, but that he was willing to take the honor and 
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credit for doing something that he didn’t really do. He coveted the 

praise of the people, and as a result he fell into the temptation of 

allowing the people to be deceived into thinking that he’d given 

everything he had. The money wasn’t the issue, because we see that 

Peter told him, “Wasn’t the land and the money yours to do what 

you wanted?” So Ananias was free to give as he saw fit, or as much 

as he felt led to. But the problem came about when he thought that 

he could give a little and be credited in the people’s eyes as giving 

much. The problem, ultimately, was that he had a small view of God 

and an inflated view of himself.  

 Ananias was presented with a choice when he began 

associating himself with this devoted group of believers. He had the 

opportunity to join in with the activity of the disciples, who were 

committing themselves to sold-out service to the work of the gospel. 

He saw the difference it was making, and the response and reaction 

of the people who were watching this radical movement. He saw the 

“favor” and “praise” that the church was receiving (though the 

church didn’t accept the praise- they gave it to Christ). And he was 

tempted. He saw an opportunity. He had the choice to sell his stuff 

and give God the glory, or he could sell his stuff and buy glory for 

himself.  

But Ananias’ view of God was too small. His view of himself was 

too big.  

 

FEARING GOD- 

 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” –Romans 3:18, 

NIV 

 When a church has no fear of God, they have little incentive 

to submit and commit to serving Him. A church that does not fear 
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God does not demonstrate real devotion. And like in the story of 

Ananias and Sapphira, a believer that does not fear God will not seek 

to glorify Him.  

 What do I mean when I talk about “fearing” God? Am I 

saying that our relationship with God should be one of cowering and 

covering our heads, worried that if we slip or stumble He might send 

fire and brimstone upon us? Or should we live our lives in such a 

way that we’re careful to do everything just right because if we 

don’t, God will get angry and exchange our blessings for cursing? 

Not at all. Because, if you’ll recall the words of Paul in the letter to 

the Romans, “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave 

again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we 

cry, ‘Abba, Father.’” (Romans 8:15) The Holy Spirit, who leads and 

empowers the church, does not guide us into obedience through fear 

of judgment, but rather in the context of a loving, father/son 

relationship. You see, when it comes to the church, as opposed to the 

people of Israel in the Old Testament, our relationship with God is 

different because of the New Covenant established through Jesus 

Christ. In the Old Covenant, that was founded upon the Law of 

Moses, people were bound to obedience and were continuously 

walking in fear of consequences that resulted from failing to follow 

the written code. But in Christ, our acts of disobedience and inability 

to live up to God’s standard of righteousness were judged in His 

body on the cross, and the punishment for our sins were laid upon 

Him. Therefore, the Christian is justified by faith in Christ, and that 

faith enters us into a new relationship with God where we are no 

longer slaves, but sons and daughters. So, there is no reason to fear 

judgment for our disobedience, because our sin has already been 

judged in the death of Christ. And God is just, and would not impose 

a double-penalty for a sin that has already been dealt with.  

 So that still leaves us with the question, “What does it mean 

to fear God?” Let me give an illustration that would help here. I’ve 
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been driving a car since I was fifteen, as I’m sure most of you adults 

can say the same thing. When I first got behind the wheel, I was 

literally terrified. My hands would slip and slide around the steering 

wheel as they would sweat while clutching tightly at the 2 and 10 

positions. I would pump the gas and hit the brakes at random 

intervals, causing everyone in the car to lurch forward and fly back. 

Whenever I’d see another oncoming car approaching, I would slow 

down to a crawl, and even sometimes pull off to the side until they 

were well past this dangerous rookie on the road. But as time when 

on, and I got some time and miles under my belt, I began to get more 

and more comfortable. I never forget the fact that an automobile is a 

powerful machine, and that deadly consequences await those who 

neglect to realize how dangerous driving recklessly can be. So my 

relationship to driving is one of mutual comfort and awareness. I can 

relax a bit knowing that driving a car can be a safe and enjoyable 

experience, but I also keep in mind that it can also be hazardous if I 

am not careful.  

 The same idea can be applied to the believer and their view 

of God. When we enter into a relationship with Him, some of us may 

be hesitant, even fearful, whenever we approach or interact with the 

Father. But then we begin to grow and mature in our understanding 

of His mercy and love, and we begin to enjoy the freedom that 

comes with knowing who we are in Christ Jesus. This realization is 

what gives us joy, enthusiasm and passion in worship, service, and 

ministry in the context of the fellowship. We devote ourselves to 

Him (there’s that talk about devotion again) out of gratitude and 

thankfulness, not out of fear of wrath or judgment. We serve because 

we’re saved- we don’t get saved because of our service.  

 On the other hand, just as how dangerous it can be to ignore 

or forget how quickly a car can become a deadly machine, many 

people tend to take God too lightly. The word I’m looking for here is 

a lack of reverence. It’s about keeping Him in proper perspective. 
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The church should not look at God as if He were sitting up in heaven 

looking down at us waiting for us to mess up so He can hulk-smash 

us into dust. But we should also not think that He’s not watching at 

all, or that He’s not still the all-powerful, almighty, awesome God 

that spun the world into motion and raised Jesus from the dead to 

give you new life. Realization of God’s power and presence 

produces reverence- a constant awareness of who He is and the 

honor and glory due to Him. So, it’s not necessarily a “fear” of God, 

at least not in the context of how we typically define fear. But it’s a 

humble recognition that God is present, and that He is powerful, and 

our response as His children is to give Him all honor and all glory.  

 

HOGGING GLORY- 

 So let’s go back to Acts 5 and Ananias’ story. With 

everything we just talked about, you may be able to see what 

happened at the end with a little more understanding. After selling 

his land, Ananias and Sapphira conspired together to take only a 

portion of the money and offer it, attempting to pass it off as the 

lump sum. We know that they did this with the intention of getting 

personal praise and recognition. They saw what kind of reputation 

the church was getting for being so generous, selling their goods in 

order to meet the needs of the less-fortunate, and they wanted to be 

identified with that. But when Ananias presented the gift to the 

apostles, Peter called him out on his act of deceit, and Ananias fell 

over dead.  

 “And great fear seized all who heard what had happened.”  

 Okay, so I’ve already said that “fearing God” does not mean 

that we have to tip-toe around, looking over our shoulders waiting 

for lightning to strike whenever we tell a lie. So what just happened 
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here? Why did Ananias just kick over when he tried to lie about the 

money? Don’t be so confused, because it’s about to make sense.  

 Ananias’ deadly mistake was not that he lied about the 

money. Peter basically told him, “Dude, if you wanted to keep the 

money you should have just said so.” His sin was not so much that 

he sought to keep a little for himself (though lying about what you 

give is sinful), this was merely symptom of his bigger problem. Like 

I’ve said before, Ananias’ problem was that his view of God was too 

small, while his view of himself was too big. He did not fear God. 

Better yet, he did not give reverence to God.  

 You see, when in giving reverence to God we see Him for 

who He truly is: holy, sovereign, just, righteous, loving, merciful, 

and gracious. And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. And when we 

acknowledge this about God, we must come to the conclusion that 

He is worthy of our time, our obedience, our worship, and all glory 

and honor. There is God and there is no other who takes His place in 

our lives. But Ananias did not see God like that, or at least He didn’t 

acknowledge Him in that way. Unlike a church that feared God and 

sought to glorify God through their offerings and service, Ananias 

wanted to give an offering in order to gain glory for himself. He 

wanted to give his portion so that could identify himself with the 

group and say to those who were watching, “Yeah, I’m one of those 

guys. I sold my land, too, and gave money to the poor. Aren’t I 

soooo special?”  

A man that wants to set himself up tall worships a God that’s far too 

small. 

 The Bible teaches that God is a jealous God. That’s not be 

mistaken to be sin like man’s jealousy, because they’re not the same 

thing. Let me give you two examples. When man is jealous, he is 

basically angry and covetous over what someone else has and he 

wants, such as if a man desires another man’s wife. But suppose a 
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man sees another man flirting with his wife? The feelings of anger 

and jealousy are there, but surely they are not sinful! What’s the 

difference? It’s his own wife! In the same way, God cannot 

experience a sinful jealousy simply because there is nothing that 

does not belong to Him. If He wants something, it is fully in His 

right to have it. And there are a few things out there that God covets 

intensely and is simply not willing to share it with anyone, such as 

worship and glory.  

 Ananias and Sapphira chose to withhold from God that 

which was rightfully His, and His response was to take them out of 

the way completely. It seems like drastic measures, but who would 

dare to say that God was not within His rights to do so? It is He who 

gives life, and it is He who determines when our last breath will be 

taken. Their deaths served as a lesson to the early church- and should 

be a lesson to us today- of what we owe to God. 

 

WE OWE IT TO HIM- 

 “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 

humbles himself will be exalted.” –Matthew 23:12, NIV 

 There seems to be a whole lot of emphasis on “me, myself, 

and I” in church today. From the popular teachings of the prosperity 

gospel to feel-good motivational teachings passed off as gospel 

messages with no biblical truths, man is being lifted up above the 

cross in many of our churches. Instead of hearing of what Christ has 

done for you, we hear about what you can do for Christ… or better 

yet, what you can do for yourself. The message of the church has 

become so shallow and self-centered, it’s all about building up 

man’s ego instead of boasting on the Lord.  
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 No wonder there’s no power anymore. No wonder there are 

no “signs and wonders”, leaving people in “awe” and “amazement.” 

Yeah, people are still coming to church, we’re still gathering crowds 

for Sunday services. So are movie theaters and sporting events. And 

neither us nor them are making a significant spiritual impact on their 

lives. We’re both just taking their money, making them happy, and 

sending them home until the next show.  

 I don’t mean to be harsh or critical, but I desperately need for 

you to understand that if the church is going to be awesome, then it 

needs to view God in light of His glory and power. The church needs 

to fear God and to honor Him. If we’re all about lifting up our own 

name and boasting in our own efforts and accomplishments, then 

we’re essentially competing for the glory and praise that only He 

rightfully deserves. And if we take His glory, then He will take away 

our effectiveness. There will be no power, no real ministry.  

 But what if we did glorify Him? What if we were to finally 

begin viewing God from a proper perspective? What then? What if 

these words became more than just a song we sang on occasion?  

 Our God is an awesome God  

He reigns from heaven above 

 With wisdom, power, and love 

Our God is an awesome God
2
 

 A church that is consistent and intentional about honoring 

God and giving Him glory in all things will be a church that 

experiences His power and presence in a supernatural fashion. 

Because, you see, God desires, requires, and covets praise and glory, 

because it belongs to Him. Not only that, but the purpose of creation 

was for the specific purpose of proclaiming His goodness. So when 

                                                 
2
 “Awesome God” written and recorded by Rich Mullins “Winds of Heaven, Stuff 

of Earth” 1988 Reunion Records 
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we, as a church, begin to direct all of our efforts into bringing glory 

to God, then God will naturally reveal more of Himself through us 

so that we can in turn bring more glory to Him. This is the intended 

cycle of give-and-receive that God wants to utilize in His people.  

 This is what made the Acts church awesome. This is what 

will make us awesome, too. 
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Chapter 5- GIVING 

 

 Some of the most generous people I have ever encountered in 

life have been church folk. Their acts of kindness and willingness to 

help me and my family in times of need have been downright 

remarkable. I can tell you of one instance in particular when we first 

accepted the call to serve as youth ministers in 2007. We had 

literally “left all” to follow Jesus- we sold our home and left our 

families and jobs and everyone we knew to come to a small town in 

the middle of Nowheresville, South Carolina and work with kids. All 

we brought with us was some clothes, a little furniture, and the two 

somewhat operational cars that my wife and I had. Within a few 

months, I had secured a job and my wife had enrolled in classes at 

the local technical college in our new town, and we began to find 

ourselves settling into this quaint, little town.  

 Then one day my car (the more reliable of the two, or so I 

thought) decided to leave me stranded on the side of the road. 

Without warning, the transmission locked up and completely died on 

me. And even though I said that we had two cars, don’t forget that 

we also have three small boys. A single-car family of five is nearly 

impossible to manage. What, with school, church, work, and 
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everything else that goes on, we couldn’t really figure out how to 

juggle it all. On top of that, we’d just recently made the move to this 

new town and had very little money- not nearly enough to get 

another car.  

 So one day I was walking home from work (and my job 

wasn’t exactly next door to the house), and I was praying about our 

situation. More like trying to wrap my head around it all, to be 

honest. All of a sudden, a white SUV pulls over to the side of the 

road in front of me. It was Karen, the mother of two boys in the 

youth program at the church. She asks me if I wanted a ride, to 

which I gladly accepted. As we started up the road, we began talking 

about the poor luck I’d recently had with my other car, and Karen 

asked me when we planned on getting a new one. I told her that I 

truthfully had no idea.  

 “How about today?”, she asked.  

 “Oh, it definitely won’t be today!”, I answered. I didn’t catch 

the hint. Not until she started driving in a direction that wasn’t 

toward my house did I start figuring out what was happening. Karen 

took me to a house where a man was selling two used cars and told 

me to pick out whichever one I wanted. Needless to say I was blown 

away. In my pride I wanted to refuse such a generous offer, but I 

also knew that at this particular point in my life I couldn’t do it on 

my own. I needed help. And on this day God used Karen to be that 

help.  

 But on the flipside of the coin, some of the most stingy and 

greedy people I’ve ever come across has been in the church. I’ve met 

folks who were so tight that they wouldn’t trade a dime for a dollar. 

They clung to their money and their stuff like they were afraid it was 

trying to run away from them. One night some of us from the church 

were on an outing and while walking downtown we came across a 

homeless gentleman who didn’t have a coat and was obviously cold. 
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I knew that one of our members had coincidentally brought two 

jackets with him that night. But when I suggested to him that he 

should go back to the van to get it and give it to the homeless man, 

he said no. When I asked why, his only reason was, “because it’s 

mine.”  

 

WHAT’S YOURS IS MINE, AND WHAT’S MINE IS MINE 

 Here we go… an entire chapter about money. Well, not just 

money- money and possessions. You had to know that this was 

coming, though. After all, if we’re going to truly talk about the 

church, we cannot avoid covering the topic of money. Jesus talked 

more about the issue of money and possessions more than anything 

else, and one of the most defining characteristics of the Acts church 

was that of their overwhelming generosity when it came to giving. 

On at least two separate occasions, the author points out that the 

early church was very deliberate in selling goods, collecting money, 

and distributing to the needs of the people (Acts 2:45; 4:32-35). This 

issue of charity was so significant, so prominent in the first 

fellowship, that if we are serious about bringing the influence of the 

first century church back into the twenty-first century, then this vital 

aspect cannot be ignored. 

 David Platt, in his powerful book, Radical, explains how our 

American way of handling our possessions affects the world around 

us. He tells the story of his mission trip to an impoverished village in 

India, and spending time with a group of Christians in the 

“underground” church. These people met for worship in huts, in 

caves, and right out in the open air to worship Christ. Sometimes, he 

writes, they would watch an American Christian broadcast on 

television to hear the Word of God. They would see the pastor 

standing behind a large pulpit on a giant stage in a huge 

amphitheatre, and would listen as he taught how the accumulation of 
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wealth and riches was evidence of God’s blessings on our lives. So 

as they sat with David in the small dirt-floor hut telling him about 

this they asked him, “What are we doing wrong?” These Christians 

in India had no buildings, no pews, and no pastors in pin-striped 

suits. And because of the way we’ve flaunted our finances in the 

face of those who are going without, they think that they must be 

doing something wrong.
3
 

 But let me ask you something: Who’s in the wrong, here? In 

comparison with the Acts church, are we giving generously, or are 

we greedily gaining? The Indian believers wondered if they were 

serving Jesus in vain because of their lack of wealth, but I would 

suggest that their desperate need indicates that we are the ones in the 

wrong. One of the most amazing characteristics of the early church 

was that everyone’s material needs were being met by the generous 

giving of the believers (Acts 4:34), but this isn’t the testimony of 

today’s church, is it? We have some of the biggest buildings and 

fattest bank accounts situated in the center of some of our nation’s 

poorest cities. God has strategically placed us in an area where we 

could truly make a difference in lives by meeting needs and being 

the hands and feet of Jesus, but unfortunately in most cases it’s just 

not happening.  

 And why is this the case, do you think? What is it about 

money that causes us to have so many hang-ups? Why is this chapter 

the most uncomfortable for me to write and for you to read? I’ll 

confess to you right now that unlike Jesus, I talk to my congregation 

about tithing and sacrificial giving far too little. Because the very 

fact that money and possessions causes so many issues is evidence in 

itself that it is something that needs to be dealt with. 

 

                                                 
3
 Reference from the book “Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American 

Dream”, by author David Platt, 2010 Multnomah Books ISBN 978-1-60142-221-7 
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SACRIFICE AND STEWARDSHIP- 

 Money has a mysterious and supernatural ability to tie a 

noose around our hearts and minds. It’s almost as if we can easily 

become possessed by our possessions. In the story of the rich young 

ruler we see this truth clearly demonstrated. One day this wealthy 

young man approaches Jesus and asks him about eternity. They get 

into a discussion about obeying the commandments and basically 

being a good person. The young man says, “Yes, I live a good life! 

I’ve followed the law since I was a kid!” That’s what it’s all about, 

right? You’d like to think so. 

 “When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘You still lack one 

thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’” –Luke 18:22, NIV 

 Jesus then throws the young man a curveball by saying, 

“There’s one thing you lack. Go and sell your stuff and give the 

money to the poor; then you’ll have riches in heaven”. We all know 

how the story goes after that. The man isn’t willing to do what Jesus 

required, and he walked away.  

 “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” –

Matthew 6:21, NIV 

 For the young man, the cost of discipleship was simply too 

high. He was willing to obey the Law, as long as it didn’t reach into 

his wallet. Living a good moral life, and serving God was easy, but 

when it came to the point of affecting his comfortable standard of 

living, there was a line that he just couldn’t cross.  

Too much of a sacrifice. 
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 You know something? That word, sacrifice, is a unique word 

to think about. And in the context of giving it can be a tough one to 

swallow. Sacrifice. But that word often comes out when we’re 

talking about giving generously for the cause of Christ and His 

kingdom, doesn’t it? We hear it preached and taught that in order to 

give obediently, then we must give sacrificially. We’ve heard it put 

that way so often that we have simply come to accept it. However, I 

came to discover something interesting while I studied for this 

chapter that I want to share with you, and I think that it will make a 

big difference in how we view giving.  

 The word “sacrifice” was generally used to describe the 

surrender of something that belonged to a person, given over as a 

gift. It always cost the individual to give a sacrifice, because he was 

essentially losing something in the process. When someone would 

bring animals, grain, or gold to the temple to “sacrifice”, the 

implication was that they were giving something of value, and that 

the act of sacrifice cost them something. 

 But in the parables of Jesus and the examples of the Acts 

church, we don’t see giving described as a “sacrifice”. In fact, as I 

studied over this subject, I could find very few passages addressing 

the church that referred to material giving as sacrificial. Rather, they 

would define their acts of generous giving in a different way- 

another word- stewardship. You see, there is a fundamental 

difference between sacrifice and stewardship. While on the surface it 

looks the same- you’re bringing something of value and surrendering 

it to someone else. But the difference is in regards to the ownership 

of the thing that is given. When someone makes a sacrifice, they’re 

giving away something that belongs to them; but a steward is dealing 

with the possessions of another person. And in regards to the 

believers in the early church, they didn’t see themselves as ones 

making sacrifices, but rather a people serving as stewards.  
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 “…No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, 

but they shared everything they had.” –Acts 4:32, NIV 

 The rich young ruler couldn’t find it within himself to sell his 

possessions because he viewed it as too much of a sacrifice. Like the 

guy at our church that couldn’t give away his extra coat because, 

“It’s mine”. But when a Christian, or better yet a church collectively, 

can view material wealth and possessions from the perspective of 

stewardship, they can then begin to consider the act of giving as an 

investment rather than a sacrifice. Perhaps if we are able to come to 

terms with the realization that what we have does not belong to us 

but instead has been entrusted to us for the purpose of management 

and investment, then we may be more willing to give freely.  

 

THE SPIRIT OF GIVING- 

 At the risk of sounding like a broken record, I want to remind 

you that the church is a spiritual kingdom. So how does money and 

worldly material possessions fit into the picture? Several ways, and 

they’re important to understand.  

 The rich young ruler didn’t understand the concept of 

stewardship, but I hope that you do by this point. He didn’t realize 

that he could not serve both God and money (Matthew 6:24), and 

that he could not let his possessions possess him. The wealth that 

we’re given in this life is intended to be utilized in such a way that it 

impacts eternity. The temptation is to think about the here-and-now, 

but Jesus reminds us that storing up riches on earth is a waste of 

time, but investing in His kingdom is one that reaps everlasting 

rewards.  

 The way we give, how much we give, and the attitude in 

which we give is one of the best ways to gauge our true spiritual 
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condition. If you want to know where someone stands in regards to 

their relationship with God and their involvement in the work of the 

church, then watch how much he or she gives toward the ministry. 

Their level of generosity says a lot about their sincerity. 

1- Faith 

 It’s easy to say, “I believe that God will meet my needs” with 

your mouth, but will you say it with your money? Jesus said in 

Matthew 6:25-34 that we can seek His kingdom and righteousness 

with total abandon because He will supply our needs, but do we 

really believe that? If we claim to have faith in the Lord as Provider, 

why is it that we always keep a little for ourselves just in case He 

doesn’t? Are we placing our faith in God’s provision, or in our 

means? 

2- Gratitude 

 You cannot separate gratitude from giving. Those who are 

truly thankful are going to demonstrate it in their offerings. They’re 

not giving out of a sense of debt, but rather out of devotion and 

worship. Just take a look at Mary after Lazarus was raised from the 

dead, and how she poured out a bottle of perfume that cost roughly a 

year’s salary upon Jesus just to say, “thank you for bringing the dead 

to life.”  

 When was the last time you said thank you to God with more 

than your lips? You cannot separate gratitude from giving. Giving is 

worship. In the Old Testament, you could rarely find a time of 

worship that did not include some kind of offering, but you could 

often find times where offerings were the only activity involved in 

the worship service. That’s because the offering is the greatest sign 

of one’s gratitude.  
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3- Value 

 We claim that we care about kingdom concerns in our 

churches, but do we really? We say that the lost are important to us, 

and that we desire to help the widows and the orphans and the needy 

in our communities- but how much do we really care about meeting 

these needs? We say that we want to see the church grow and the 

ministry multiply, but how valuable is it to us? You see, the things 

that we value are the things that we are going to invest in. Where 

your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 So here’s the point to biblical stewardship in a nutshell: our 

generous giving gives worth to our words. The people who 

witnessed the Acts church demonstrating selfless giving saw a 

people who really believed in the things they professed. They said 

that God would meet their needs, so they gave all they had without 

fear of going without. They claimed to be a grateful people and they 

demonstrated it with their gifts of thanksgiving. They proclaimed a 

message of love and compassion and they proved it by pouring out 

of their abundance to meet the practical needs of those around them.  

Their works matched their words. 

 What about the church today? When people look at us, and 

when people hear our message of faith, of thanksgiving, and of 

sincerity and generosity and compassion, are we only giving lip-

service or are we giving of our gifts and resources? Are we being 

faithful stewards of the temporal treasures that God has placed in our 

hands to further the work of the Kingdom of God and the gospel of 

Christ, or are we storing up for ourselves in selfishness and vanity? 

How much do we want to be a church that makes an eternal impact? 

How much are we willing to give to see it happen?  
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Chapter 6- COMMUNITY 

 How many of you can sing along with the words to the theme 

song from that classic program, Cheers? That was my mom’s 

favorite show when I was growing up, and thinking about it brings 

back some fond memories of staying up late to spend time together 

when she would come home at night after work. See, my mom and 

dad had to work a lot when I was a kid because, quite frankly, we 

didn’t always have much money. Not that we were poor by any 

means, but getting by always required both of my parents working. 

My dad would work the night shift, so he’d always put us to bed sort 

of early during the week. But my mom worked evenings, and would 

get home around midnight. She’d come in and get cleaned up, and 

would then sometimes wake me up so that we could hang out for a 

while. And that time often included drinking Kool-Aid, eating 

Snowballs (anyone remember those big, pink poofy alternatives to 

Twinkies?), and watching Cheers. 

Sometimes you wanna go where everybody knows your name; 

And they’re always glad you came 
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You wanna be where you can see, your troubles are all the same 

You wanna go where everybody knows your name.
4
 

 There was something sort of unique and endearing about that 

small group of friends that would gather at the bar, and I believe it 

was that special bond of sharing and caring that really attracted us to 

watch them. It was really a little more than just the fun and 

entertainment value of that sitcom- it was kind of like we wished we 

could find a place like that, and a group of people that would care 

enough about us to know our name and empathize with our troubles, 

just like the theme song suggests.  

We long for community.  

 

VIRTUAL COMMUNITY- 

 Community is something that has to be authentic, too. It can’t 

be faked, or people can quickly pick up on it. Genuine, authentic 

community in a group of people offers something to people that a 

“manufactured” environment just can’t provide. Take, for instance, 

our church’s online social group. If you were to go onto Reach 

Point’s social site you could read about our fellowship, interact with 

our leadership through chat and email, and post and respond to 

prayer requests and even engage in an online Bible Study group. 

These things are great and provide an avenue for us to reach out on a 

broader scale than we could without such a tool, but they do not 

provide the same sincerity, depth, and connection that a face-to-face, 

real-time community of people does.  

 On the other hand, simply coming together in person does 

not automatically guarantee or naturally promote community. I 

                                                 
4
 “Where Everybody Knows Your Name”, written by Gary Portoy and Judy Hart 

Angelo, 1982  
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recently visited a popular church here in our area because I’m 

friends with some of the members there, and I have to admit that I 

was dually impressed and discouraged by some of the things going 

on in that ministry. Let me first start by pointing out that they were 

doing a lot of things right- they were intentional about offering 

something for everyone, and making sure that you knew what was 

going on with the variety of programs, classes, and “connection 

points.” They strongly encouraged involvement and interaction with 

both kids and adults. My kids had a blast at this church, because the 

children’s ministry was both engaging and energetic. The worship 

service was the same way. The music was great, the preacher was 

insightful and enthusiastic. All in all, my Sunday experience at this 

particular church was nice. So why would I point to this church as an 

example of inauthentic community?  

 It actually began before the service. Before I even walked 

into the building, as a matter of fact. As my family and I walked 

through the parking lot and up to the front entrance, a man and 

woman stood at the door with a few pamphlets and programs to give 

to us. They kindly held the doors open and welcomed us in. The 

gentleman shook my hand and the lady greeted our boys. And as I 

entered the building and started looking at the materials I’d been 

handed, the man at the door said to me as we passed by, “Good to 

see you again!” Huh? Again? This was my first time visiting the 

church, and definitely my first time meeting this man. What’s with 

the “again”? 

 Some of you might think that I’m just over-thinking things 

and knit-picking the situation, but just let me continue for a minute. 

As we got into the auditorium of this rather large church we were 

visiting, I sat down and began looking over the several cards and 

programs I’d been given. There were numerous groups, classes, and 

clubs that this church offered for people of all ages, shapes and sizes. 

Stuff for singles, young couples, divorcees, veterans, bikers, and new 
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believers. But the one thing that stuck out to me above all that I read 

in the info about the ministry of this church was an invitation to 

those who wanted to begin their journey as an active part of the 

ministry- they called it “First Impressions Training.” If I, or anyone 

who was interested in connecting and getting involved with the 

church, they would schedule you to come to a class where they 

would literally teach you how to make people feel warm and 

welcome. They would tell you of the importance of appearance, 

posture, making sure you smiled and looked people in the eye when 

you shook their hand, held the door, and said, “Good to see you 

again.”  

 Like I said, my family and I ultimately enjoyed ourselves at 

this church, and we’ve actually been back on several occasions. But 

the one key element that was absent in our experience was a sense of 

genuineness. Don’t get me wrong, people seemed sincere in their 

welcoming us and inviting us to join their church- but that was the 

sum of it. “Join the church”. The whole ball of wax seemed very 

artificial, very manufactured in its approach, and the end goal was 

merely to connect families into the ministry. I’m sorry to say that 

this has become the focus of many churches today, and it’s far too 

shallow of a focus to be biblical.  

Joining a church is not creating community. 

 If this, connecting people to the corporate body for the 

purpose of giving them a place to come and worship were all that 

was necessary, then we would see real life-change in every 

individual that we could get to commit to regular attendance. But we 

don’t. We see people needing something more, something deeper.  
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REAL-LIFE FELLOWSHIP- 

 The Acts 2 church was well-known for creating an 

environment that produced genuine community among believers. 

They somehow possessed that special “something” that we all 

wished we could have in our churches today. The early church were 

a people of devotion, joy, fellowship, sincerity, giving, and one 

hundred-percent involvement.  

 “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hearts” –Acts 2:46, NIV 

 Real community, sincere fellowship and commitment to one 

another. Isn’t that what we all strive for in our churches? We want to 

promote fellowship and unity, so we implement programs that will 

bring them together so that they can interact. We find ways to offer 

something for everyone, and we create “connection points” so that 

anyone who wants to serve can do so. Then we sit back and hope 

that it will somehow “click”, right? But that isn’t what we observe 

when we look at the first fellowship. Their closeness and desire to be 

together seemed to be organic, almost natural to them. There were 

no creative ways constructed to encourage it, because it was already 

there.  

 So what was the difference-maker with them that doesn’t 

exist with us? What were the “ingredients” that made for genuine 

fellowship and community in the Acts church that we lack in our 21
st
 

century churches? I want to try to answer that question by looking at 

the above verse of Scripture to point out the two key “ingredients”, 

and then later the one major element that existed to create an 

authentic Christian community.  

 Acts 2:46 is two-fold in talking about the daily fellowship of 

the early church. The first thing we see is that they came together 
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regularly for the specific purpose of worshipping God. They came 

together every day in the temple and met with God. This was their 

first and primary focus. The believers would gather together and 

corporately celebrate the gift of salvation and offer up prayers and 

praise to the Father. They would listen intently as the apostles taught 

the word of God, and they would present their gifts in generosity and 

gratitude.  

 The second part of this verse talks about breaking bread in 

one another’s homes. This breaking of bread is not like the Lord’s 

Supper as discussed in a previous chapter. The context here is one of 

family fellowship, of gathering together to share a meal. It illustrates 

the closeness experienced between the believers, and their 

willingness and desire to simply be together. They spent time 

together “with sincere and glad hearts”- giving us the picture of a 

group of people who simply liked being around each other.  

 “But we have all of that”, you might protest. So do we. I 

don’t know of many churches that do not have both corporate 

worship and weekly group activities. RPM offers family Bible study 

meetings as well as children and youth gatherings that seek to 

cultivate healthy relationships. But let me explain that I’m not 

talking about small-group Bible studies, though I’m not diminishing 

or devaluing the importance of small groups. This passage, however, 

is talking about the simplicity of spending time together, like family. 

The church today has a tendency of wanting only to bring families 

into the fold of the congregation for the purpose of discipleship; 

whereas the early church practiced a different approach in infusing 

the congregation into the family circle for the purpose of 

relationship.  

We cannot promote discipleship without first cultivating 

relationship. 
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PREACHING AND REACHING- 

 I remember when I first got into ministry, I felt like I just had 

to include a sermon or a teaching into every event and activity that 

we held for our youth group. I somehow had the idea that if I didn’t 

sprinkle some Jesus on everything then I wasn’t accomplishing 

anything.  

 Where do we come up with the notion that if we don’t 

incorporate some form of preaching or gospel presentation into 

every time we gather together, then we’re not ministering 

effectively? I understand the thought process, because I’ve been in 

the same mindset myself: “If I don’t share the message, then I’m not 

doing anything for Christ.” So the result ends up being lots and lots 

of teaching and preaching and invitations to come to Jesus (which 

there needs to be, by the way), and very little opportunity to build 

relationships. 

 We get into this cycle of attempting to create all of these 

opportunities to minister directly, that we neglect the process that 

Christ and the early church demonstrated- a process that teaches that 

relationship leads to discipleship. That’s why Jesus told the disciples 

to feed the hungry people on the hillside, and why his miraculous 

healings often preceded many proclamations of faith. James, in his 

epistle, says it well: 

 “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily 

food. If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and 

well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is 

it?” –James 2:15, NIV 

 Simply put, if we truly want to make disciples, we have to 

make friends, too. People need to feel like you care more about them 

than just their coming to church. They need to know that you’re 

concerned about their everyday lives as well as their spiritual 
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condition. If we could simply invite folks to a gathering or go visit 

their homes one night without trying to “sell” our ministry to them, 

then perhaps they will be more open to hear what we have to say 

once we’ve become their friend.  

 Even having said all of this, it’s still not enough to create an 

authentic, genuine atmosphere of Christian community that will 

equal the believers of the New Testament. Because we could get 

people to come to our corporate worship services (and we do), we 

could provide engaging activities and outlets for people to come 

together for fun and fellowship (and we have)- and we will still fall 

short if we lack the single, crucial element that makes all the 

difference in the world.  

 

THE LAW OF LOVE- 

 Jesus told his followers that the world recognize them, that 

they would be identified, by their love for one another (John 13:35). 

In other words, the true mark of any real church is the presence of 

real love. Anything else is anything but the body of Christ. 

 People can sense when you’re being sincere or when you’re 

just going through the motions. You can just feel it, can’t you? Like 

the guy who shook my hand and said, “Good to see you again,” 

there’s just something about the demeanor and tone of an individual 

that isn’t genuine and passionate about what they’re doing. Nothing 

can be truer about the church. Whether it be our worship or our 

witness, if we are not motivated by and ministering through a heart 

of love for God and a love for others, people will notice. And they 

will be turned off. Nothing is worse than a fake. And there is nothing 

more damaging to a church than to lack genuine love. The apostle 

Paul said it perfectly in 1 Corinthians 13 when he said that you can 

have faith, miracles, prophecies, and all kinds of wisdom and 
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knowledge- but if you don’t have love, then none of it matters. If 

you don’t have love, then you don’t have anything.   

 This wasn’t the testimony of the Acts church. Their love for 

God poured out in their daily gatherings at the temple, as they gave 

themselves whole-heartedly to the teachings of the apostles and to 

worship. And their sincerity of heart was evident when they gathered 

together in their homes to share life with one another. The early 

believers were recognized and identified by their love for God and 

for one another, and because of this the church was made perfect. 

 “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and 

greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your 

neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 

two commandments.’”- Matthew 22:37-40, NIV 

 You see, as the church gathers together corporately to 

worship out of their love for God, and when they share life together 

because of their love for each other, they are fulfilling the Law of 

God and are lacking nothing. When Jesus was asked about the single 

greatest commandment, He responded by giving them not one, but 

two commandments. He did this because you cannot do one without 

the other. The church needs to realize this truth. You cannot fully 

and totally love God without naturally loving others. Likewise, you 

cannot demonstrate real, sincere love to people without first learning 

what love is, and to do that you must experience the love of God. To 

love God you must also love others, and to love others you must love 

God first. And this is exactly what the Acts church did. The result of 

this outpouring of perfect love was a people being supernaturally 

transformed and exponential growth in the fellowship.  

 So the question is not whether you are coming together and 

creating an environment that will hopefully cultivate community. 



 

74 

 

The question is, is your church identified with Christ by your 

genuine love for God and for others?  
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Chapter 7- THE TRUTH 

 

 One of the most amazing church experiences I’ve ever had in 

my short time in ministry came after we’d hosted an Easter Passion 

Play. It was a grand endeavor, let me tell you. First of all, this church 

I was working at had never done anything like this before; and 

secondly, I had never taken on the task of directing a play. Both 

myself and the volunteers pretty much jumped in the deep end and 

learned to swim together. There ended up being more than thirty 

characters and costumes, lights, music, a nine-scene script, all the 

bells and whistles involved, and surprisingly it all came together 

rather nicely. To this day I still consider it one of the most fulfilling 

things I was ever involved in. 

 We were all nervous on the night of the drama. Being 

something none of us had ever done, we didn’t know what to expect. 

But the church was filled- standing room only. And the play itself 

was something special to witness. Everyone remembered their lines, 

their movements, and every tone and expression was almost natural. 

One part in particular was after Jesus was crucified and the soldiers 

were taking him off the cross. I was playing the part of John the 

disciple, and I was leading Mary away from the scene as he was 

being taken down. A song was being played, and at a certain cue she 

was supposed to pull away from me and run back to be with her Son. 

When that happened, she pushed the soldiers back and threw herself 
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down on the bloodied body of Jesus, and her weeping was so loud 

that it echoed throughout the sanctuary. It was so real, so powerful, 

that I still get goose bumps thinking about it. I can imagine that the 

scene from that historic day was not very unlike that one.  

 But that’s not what was so amazing about that night. The 

truly amazing experience came when we had finished our last scene 

and I was standing before the audience sharing the gospel message. 

As I gave the invitation for people to come to be saved, a young man 

approached me and we began talking. He said, “I’ve been an atheist 

as long as I can remember. I never believed in Jesus. I never 

believed that he ever existed, and I always considered the Bible to be 

a book of myths. But when I watched you guys act out all these 

scenes, I watched everybody’s faces. I see how much you believed 

in it. I want to believe it like you do.” 

 As we spent the next half-hour talking about the faith and all 

kinds of different topics, I came to learn that this guy, this atheist, 

had actually spent a lot of time in church throughout his life. But 

rather than coming to believe in Jesus through his church experience, 

he was more and more convinced that his reasons for unbelief were 

justified. He’d met pastor after pastor, leader after leader, follower 

after follower, that possessed a flimsy faith- a take-it-or-leave-it 

attitude when it came to his spiritual convictions. They would preach 

and proclaim a solid gospel but live as if it were hollow and empty.  

 

HYPOCRITES- 

 People aren’t unsaved or unchurched these days due to lack 

of access to the gospel. With the explosion of the internet and social 

media, and with Christian broadcasting all over the television and 

airwaves, the message is being shared across virtually every part of 

the world. And in most American cities, there are churches meeting 
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regularly in nearly every neighborhood. Saturation, in most cases, is 

not the problem. The message can be heard. The real problem, as my 

friend addressed in our conversation that night, is hypocrisy- the 

ones that are speaking the message. A lack of real conviction from 

those who are sharing the gospel.   

 “I hear the pastor preach so strongly about the lostness of the 

people out there,” he said, “and how the church needs to go out and 

reach people. Then they’d go off and send $500 to the missionaries 

while saving half a million dollars on a new sanctuary when the one 

they’ve got isn’t half full. Just doesn’t make sense to me.”  

Doesn’t make sense to me, either. 

 If this atheist can see the clear contradictions between our 

words and our actions, you can bet that the rest of the world is able 

to see it to. And the problem isn’t limited to just our outreach and 

witnessing to the lost, our lack of conviction reaches far down into 

the very central parts of our lives as Christians. These issues need to 

be addressed bluntly and quickly if we, as a church, intend to have a 

voice that will be believed by a world that simply doesn’t believe us. 

 In order to bring this to full light, I want to show you the 

message and conviction of the Acts church so that we can have a 

comparison. We can read plainly what they preached, and we can 

see by their lives and the sacrifices made that they believed in what 

they were teaching. The walk of the early church matched their talk. 

And in the eyes of an unbelieving world, things like that make all the 

difference.  

 In Acts 3, we’re given an awesome sermon by the apostle 

Peter. He and John were on their way to the temple to pray, and they 

came across a crippled beggar who asked them for money. Well, 

instead of giving him any money, the apostle said, “Silver and gold I 

do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ 
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of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6). Immediately, the man gets up and 

goes into the temple with Peter and John, jumping and running 

around shouting praises to God. Naturally, this kind of scene draws a 

crowd. And naturally, a gathered crowd presents a perfect 

opportunity for Peter to talk.  

 The following verses in chapter three of Acts is not only one 

of the boldest sermons recorded from Peter’s ministry, but it also 

serves to teach us what the gospel message really is all about.  

 “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the 

dead. We are witnesses of this. By faith in the name of Jesus, the 

man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and 

the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing 

to him, as you can all see… Repent, then, and turn to God, so that 

your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from 

the Lord…” –Acts 3:15-16, 19 

 

A TRUE GOSPEL- 

 The church today lives in a very difficult time and place, 

where absolute truth is slowly fading into the gray area of relativity 

and reason, and it’s becoming harder and harder to share biblical 

principles. What makes it even more difficult is the fact that 

relativity and choice has made its way into the faith, and now the 

church’s position on truth has become fuzzy. You can literally have 

a handful of pastors give each a different opinion on a particular 

point and each on declare it as “truth”. I know this to be a fact, I’ve 

witnessed it on more than one occasion at various meetings and 

conferences. It astounds me to see this, considering that we all 

supposedly read, study, and preach from the same book that presents 

the same message. But sadly, this is the dilemma that we face. And 

though I shouldn’t feel it necessary to cover the basics of the gospel 
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with you, I cannot ignore the fact that there exists many a churches 

that have drifted from the central message of the church. 

1- The Deity of Christ-  

 Jesus of Nazareth was not just a great teacher, a prophet, or 

an enlightened man. The second, third, and fourth century churches 

did not invent the doctrine of Jesus being God. The first apostles 

preached Christ’s divinity, calling him, “the image of the invisible 

God”, and “by him all things were created” (Colossians 1:15-16). 

Peter, in his sermon here calls him, “the author of life.” It was no 

mystery to them, for they were totally convinced that Jesus was and 

is the Eternal Son of God.  

 This is not often a discussed point, but a very important truth 

for us to understand- Jesus was and is fully God, and man. Though 

one cannot provide a complete explanation of this mystery 

(especially in a single chapter), I would like to offer a few basic 

notes here to think about.  

 What if we were to suggest that Jesus was only God, and not 

a man, but merely revealed Himself in the form of a man so that we 

could recognize Him? Some groups have suggested this theory, but 

it falls apart at many points- and I will give two of those points. 

First, God cannot be tempted to sin (James 1:13), but Jesus was 

definitely tempted on many occasions (remember the wilderness 

with Satan?). Secondly, God cannot die (Nehemiah 9:5; Psalm 90:2), 

but Jesus, did in fact die.  

 The other idea, about Jesus being fully man, and not God- 

there are a few issues that we’d have to deal with. The first one is 

how Jesus was worshipped as God (Matthew 2:11; Mark 11:8-10; 

John 20:28); secondly, His own proclamation to be God (Luke 

22:70; John 8:58).  
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2- The Death and Resurrection- 

 “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the 

dead.” The early church taught a literal, physical death and a literal, 

physical resurrection that occurred. There were no fantasies of 

conspiracy theories, of possible body-swappings or ghost sightings, 

but a proclamation of a death, burial, and eye-witness accounts of a 

risen Christ.  

3- Faith in Jesus- 

 “It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him…” 

Coming to the realization that Jesus’ death and resurrection was the 

plan and power of God to pay for the sins of the world (1 Peter 

3:18), man also comes to an understanding that he could never have 

paid for his sins on his own. He is presented with the free gift of 

salvation through belief in the finished work of Christ, and must 

decide to either believe in the name of Jesus, or to reject the mercy 

and grace of God offered through His Son.  

 

4- Repentance-  

 “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 

wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord”. I 

wouldn’t be surprised if some church-goers have never heard of this 

word before- repentance. It’s not a popular one, for sure, and even 

more rare in many pulpits in this generation. Nonetheless, from 

studying the doctrine and message of the Acts church, you cannot 

have a full presentation of the gospel message without also including 

the call for repentance.  
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 We often hear repentance described or explained as to 

“change direction” or to “turn from” something. That’s true, but only 

half-true.  

 To repent does not simply mean to stop what you’re doing, or 

to turn away from a particular lifestyle. It involves change. Changing 

more than your direction, but also your mind. Changing not just your 

habits, but also your desires. Repentance is more than just turning 

from something, but also turning to Someone. “Repent, then and turn 

to God.”  

 We all pretty much grasp the first three parts of Peter’s 

gospel message: Christ’s divinity, His atoning death and 

resurrection, and faith in Him. But how can it possibly stop there? 

“Yeah, I believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and that He died and 

rose again. And sure, I place my faith in Him to forgive me of my 

sins.” I’ve been to that point before. I’ve said that prayer before. 

Once, twice, twenty-twice. But I remember that time when I sat 

down with a pastor who, after sharing the truth with me and listened 

to me profess faith in Jesus said to me, “I’ve heard you say it. Now 

let me see it.” 

 

SAY IT, SEE IT- 

 There comes a point when your profession of faith must 

become your position in life. If we believe that Jesus, the Holy 

Eternal Son of the Living God became the once-and-for-all sacrifice 

for our sins, and that He rose again and lives today, what does that 

really say? What does that say about His position regarding sin? 

About righteousness? About repentance? 

 There’s a story in John’s gospel where Jesus stands up for a 

woman caught in the act of adultery. All these self-righteous men set 
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out to stone her for crime, but Jesus “drew a line in the sand”, 

figuratively speaking. He said, “the man among you who is without 

sin may cast the first stone”. One by one, the men dropped their 

stones and walked away. He then looked at the woman and asked 

her, “Who is it that condemns you?” She said, “no one”. Jesus said 

to her, “Neither will I condemn you. Now go, and leave your life of 

sin.” 

 Jesus, through His death and resurrection, has “stood up” for 

us and has chosen not to condemn us. Rather, He took our 

punishment upon Himself so that we would not be condemned. For 

those of us who have received such grace and mercy, He calls us to 

“leave your life of sin”, because forgiveness is not cheap. Nor should 

it be treated as such. If sin were something that we needed to be 

saved from, what sense would it make to remain in it?  

 “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that 

grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live 

in it any longer?” –Romans 6:1-2, NIV 

 People are confused when they hear a gospel where Christ 

died for sin, and sin continues to dwell amongst a people who 

proclaim His name. This lack of true repentance is tragic, in that it 

cripples the church and repels the lost. Although the world wants a 

truth that is relative, they need a truth that is concrete. And if we’re 

preaching a gospel that calls for people to “turn from sin and turn to 

God”, and we ourselves have not yet begun to practice a repentant 

life, then we are not demonstrating that the Truth is true. We cannot 

merely say, “Come to Jesus, pray a prayer and believe in Him- you 

don’t have to confront your sinfulness. It’s okay.” Because it’s not 

okay. We have to acknowledge the things that God calls sin and say, 

“I’m going to turn from that thing. I’m going to recognize this as 

something that Jesus died to free me from, and I’m going to repent 

of this sin.”  
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God wants us to live lives of repentance. 

 

STAND FOR THE TRUTH- 

 The truth is not always popular, and the truth of the gospel 

has never been a popular message. People don’t like to hear about 

changing their lives, and turning from sin. Even though repentance 

brings freedom and “refreshing” from the Lord, people just don’t 

want their feathers ruffled. But at the end of the day, this is the very 

message Christ taught His followers to preach and this is where He 

said His power would come from.  

 Listen, I get it. We want people to know that we love them, 

that Jesus loves them, and we want them to stick around long enough 

so that we can possibly win them to the Lord. If we get too much 

into this whole “turn from your sin” thing, they might get 

uncomfortable or offended and leave. But let me ask you, what kind 

of salvation would it really be if they were not taught about biblical 

repentance? And who is really saving them, you, or Jesus? We’re not 

called or commanded to keep people comfortable enough until they 

make decisions- we’re called to preach the gospel.  

 I’ve been led by the Lord to preach a message on repentance 

in a church once, and half the congregation got up and left before I 

was finished. I got phone calls later telling me that I was “being too 

mean”. I’ve spoken to a lesbian couple who asked me about the 

Bible’s stance on homosexuality. When I told them that the Word of 

God clearly defines it as a sin that must be repented of, I was labeled 

a hater and a bigot. I’ve been called a heretic for mentioning God’s 

wrath and judgment and sin- anything other than God’s love. It’s 

been said of me that I’m possessed by demons, simply because I 

have refused to accept ideas and teachings that have opposed the 

clear-cut truth of Scripture. The world wants the church to evolve, to 
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adapt, and to adopt the things that are now acceptable by man’s 

standards. But we’ve been given the truth, and we must continue to 

present that truth as God’s gift to humanity.  

 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to men by which we must be saved… For we 

cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” –Acts 

4:12, 20, NIV 

 The early believers, though criticized, persecuted, 

imprisoned, and tortured for the message they preached and the 

standards that they upheld, would not submit or cease to proclaim 

what they knew to be absolute truth. Their words were empowered 

by their lives of conviction. We, too, must become a people of solid 

conviction and of principle. Maybe then, our words will carry more 

weight in a world seeking truth to believe in.  

 We’re often met with the temptation to present a gospel that 

is more appealing to the masses out of fear of offense or fear that 

some may turn away and not accept it. We want people to like the 

church, therefore we think that it is our job to make them like us… 

and Jesus. But the truth is, that’s not something we are to concern 

ourselves with. Just as Peter said in the face of persecution and 

possible imprisonment, there is no other message, and there is no 

other obligation for the church than to preach the message of Christ 

crucified, raised again, and man’s call to faith and repentance. No 

matter what the popular opinion may be, this truth does not change. 

Though the presentation may vary according to the audience and 

opportunity, the message never does.  
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Chapter 8- WORSHIP 

 
 Can I make a confession? Hopefully, by this point in the 

book you realize that I have a tendency for open honesty. Here it is: I 

never set out to be a pastor or preacher. This particular vocation in 

ministry wasn’t my first choice. Actually, if I would have been given 

the privilege of deciding how I would serve God in the church, I 

would have liked to be a worship leader. That’s right- just standing 

before the people, me and my guitar, lifting up my voice singing the 

glories of His Name, bringing the congregation into that special 

place of His presence where that holy connection happens. Right?  

 I absolutely love music, and it really doesn’t matter what 

kind. I grew up with a natural ability to hear and play just about any 

song I hear on the guitar. I’m not saying that I’m by any means a 

great musician, but I do alright. From the time I was in high school 

all the way up until I surrendered my life to the Lord in ministry, I 

played in a number of bands and even pursued music as a career. I 

wrote and recorded several demos and shopped them around record 

labels and radio stations all over the US. At one point, we were 

invited to cut a few songs with a major producer in Atlanta. That 

opportunity never came to be, however, when our group disbanded a 

few weeks before we were set to go into the studio.  
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 Nonetheless, music has been a passion of mine pretty much 

forever. So it would seem only fitting that if I were to use my gifts 

and talents to serve God in the church, it would be in the arena of 

praise and worship. After all, that’s what worship is all about, right- 

playing a selection of songs, some fast, some slow, in such a way as 

to prepare the people mentally and emotionally to have a powerful 

encounter with God?  

 Of course we know that this isn’t what worship is all about. 

But truthfully, isn’t that pretty much how we approach and think 

about worship in the context of corporate fellowship? When 

someone says “praise and worship”, we generally think of music. 

And likewise we have a group of singers and musicians that are 

collectively titled as the “worship team”. So even though we 

understand in our minds that worship is something deeper and more 

meaningful than simply an emotional experience related to a musical 

performance, are we able to define then what worship really is?  

 

UNRAVELING OUR WORSHIP- 

 If you’ll be honest then I will be, too. I need to redefine my 

idea of worship. I tend to exclusively tie it into that brief period of 

time when the lights are turned down and the band is leading us in 

songs about the love of God, the presence of God, and the power of 

His name. And if I don’t somehow tune my thoughts in, if I don’t lay 

my burdens down, or if I don’t find His presence somewhere before 

that last chorus ends, then I very well may not be able to keep up 

during the rest of the service. If that sounds silly, good. It was 

supposed to. And the fact that many of us think and act that way is 

just as silly.  

Apparently, Paul and Silas didn’t share our common idea of what 

worship is all about. These first-century evangelists were obviously 
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uninformed as to what constitutes proper worship. In Acts 16 these 

two guys had caused some trouble for a family by casting a fortune-

telling spirit out of their slave girl, negatively affecting their source 

of income. Once they reported it to the authorities, Paul and Silas 

found themselves thrown into prison, not before they were first 

stripped naked and flogged.  

 So here they were, having entered the city with the hopes of 

sharing the love and joy of salvation through Jesus, and by the end of 

the day they’d been accused, arrested, beaten, and locked in stocks 

inside a dirty, damp, dark prison cell. Surely these circumstances 

would make it hard to find a song of praise in one’s heart. Besides, 

there was no congregation to help them, no band or lights or 

accompaniment music… 

 “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.” –

Acts 16:25, NIV 

 I want to spend a little while talking about our misconstrued 

ideas about this thing called worship. Let’s look at our common 

practices and habits, along with the way God’s Word defines it, and 

determine what worship is- and what it is not.  

 

WHAT WORSHIP IS NOT-  

1- An Emotional Experience 

 We are emotional people. Not that this is necessarily a bad 

thing, being emotionally involved in our relationship with God. In 

fact, I believe that it is virtually impossible for us to disconnect our 

feelings from our faith. What we need, though, is a balanced 

approach when it comes to experiencing God in worship. The danger 



 

88 

 

lies in the idea that our emotions serve as a gauge to tell us when 

we’ve “reached it”. We cannot allow ourselves to be misled into 

thinking that we have to cry, shout, or get a tingling sensation in 

order to know that we’re in God’s presence. These things do not 

determine whether God is in our midst or not.  

 You see, if we begin to get into the habit of allowing our 

feelings to dictate the pace of our faith-life, then we will find 

ourselves becoming very inconsistent in our Christianity.  Our 

worship, then, becomes one of those things where, if the song isn’t 

just right, or if the leader isn’t singing it with enough passion, then 

we just can’t get stirred up enough to connect. Even more so, if 

you’re in a particularly bad mood or you just aren’t “feeling it” on a 

particular day, you may not have the motivation to pray or raise your 

hands or sing along. In the end, when we view worship only on the 

basis of emotion, we’re ultimately at the mercy of our feelings. And 

if we cannot connect emotionally, God does not receive the glory 

that He deserves from us. 

2- An Activity 

 “The worship hour”, “our time of praise and worship”, or any 

number of terms and phrases we use to categorize and 

compartmentalize that specific thing we do on Sunday morning. We 

sing, read passages of Scripture, pray, bow our heads and lift our 

hands, and we call it worship. While all of these things are good, and 

essential elements of worship, they do not represent the full scope of 

what worship is all about.  

 When we begin to view worship as some sort of event or 

activity, we start to think of it as something we can plan and prepare 

for, something that we can create an environment and atmosphere 

for so that we can make it happen. I can’t tell you how much money 

we’ve put into our facilities, buying various lights and curtains for 

our stage, fancy sound equipment and specialized software designed 
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specifically for creating a unique worship experience for our 

congregation. I’m sure you can imagine my thoughts when I came to 

the realization that worship is not some activity that requires a 

specific place, planning, and preparation. Let me clarify what I’m 

saying here- I believe that it is important for us to perform our times 

of corporate worship with excellence, and preparation is necessary. 

What I am suggesting, however, that the full meaning of worship is 

not limited to a mere activity that we participate in on any given day 

of the week. 

3- A Way to “Find” God 

 Worship is often incorrectly defined as “coming into His 

presence” or, “inviting God in”. This reveals that we either don’t 

realize that God is already with us, or that we just don’t believe it. 

Some of our songs are so biblically inaccurate that it’s almost 

humorous (although it’s not all that funny)- such as “Come, Holy 

Spirit”, and, “Holy Spirit, Thou Art Welcome in This Place”. For the 

church, this should be a no-brainer. First of all, the Word teaches us 

that the Holy Spirit has already come and indwells the Christian, and 

secondly, Jesus said, “surely I am with you always”. Why need we 

invite Someone who is already present!  

 But that’s really the problem, isn’t it? With our emotional 

barriers, our tendency to create an environment that creates the 

perfect atmosphere, and the feeling that God sometimes is 

inaccessible, we find it hard to truly worship. So perhaps we need to 

be brought into a better understanding of what worship is. Maybe if 

we realized that worshipping God wasn’t dependent solely upon us 

and our abilities and our devices but was really more about the very 

Person and character of God Himself, we could find  a greater and 

more satisfying worship experience than ever before. 
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WHAT WORSHIP IS- 

 We’re not the only folks that have explored this question, 

“What is real worship?” There was a woman who was once seeking 

answers for herself. In John chapter 4, we read of an instance where 

a Samaritan woman had a conversation with Jesus down by Jacob’s 

well. In the course of this meeting, Jesus began to reveal certain 

spiritual truths to this woman. As they spoke, she began to realize 

that Jesus was a man of God and possessed great wisdom. So what 

do you think was the first thing she asked about? You guessed it- 

worship.  

 “’Sir,’ the woman said, ‘I can see that you are a prophet. 

Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that 

the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.’” –John 4:19-20, 

NIV 

 “Should we worship with pianos and hymnals, or with guitars 

and drums?” “Should we sing two to three songs, or should we sing 

more?” Everyone would like to know the proper procedure for how 

we ought to worship. We want to get it right. And this is basically 

what the Samaritan woman wanted to know. Her folks were saying 

that people should wear this, sing that, and go here; while the Jews 

had a totally different take on the kind of formula that truly pleased 

God Almighty.  

 So what is it? Does the place, the practice, and the procedure 

matter when it comes to praise and worship? Is the how, what, when, 

and where important to God?  

 “Jesus declared, ‘Believe me, woman, a time is coming when 

you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 
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worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time 

is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers 

the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in 

spirit and in truth.’” –John 4:21-24, NIV 

 In these verses we read Jesus explaining in no uncertain 

terms the kind of worship that God is looking for. He tells her that 

true worship is not about a place, or an activity, or a process. So let 

us look at what true worship is: 

1- Not About Feeling, but Knowing 

 When our worship is based on our feelings, it will be 

infrequent, inconsistent, and void of any real joy or sincerity. When 

we’re high on the mountain we’ll be shouting from the rooftops, but 

when we’re low in the valley we’ll whisper with a whimper. But 

according to Jesus’ message to the woman here, he says, “You 

worship what you don’t know.” Basically, he tells her that her lack 

of knowledge creates a lack of effective worship. “Yet a time is 

coming…”, Jesus tells her about a salvation that will be revealed that 

will radically transform her worship. And then, she will worship in 

spirit and in truth.  

 Knowing that you’re saved is far more important than feeling 

saved. I’m a pastor, a leader in the church, and I’ll admit that I don’t 

always feel the Spirit, or God’s presence around me. But that doesn’t 

have any bearings upon my response to what I know to be true. I 

know that I’m saved, not because of what my emotions tell me, but 

because of what the Bible tells me. Our knowledge of salvation that 

produces true worship comes from the Holy Spirit, who leads us into 

the truth. Hence the phrase “spirit and truth”. 

2- Not an Activity, but an Attitude- 
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 Jesus told the woman, when asked about the appropriate 

place to worship, that a time was coming when neither the mountain 

nor Jerusalem would be where one would go to worship. He said, 

rather, that “true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in 

truth.” Upon establishing the church through His death, resurrection, 

and sending of the Holy Spirit, Jesus nullified the Old Testament 

requirements of temple worship by the offering of His own body 

(See Hebrews 8-9). What Christ accomplished on the cross sealed 

forever the redemption of those who would be saved, and granted 

freedom to believers to worship without the restrictions that the old 

covenant imposed. 

 “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” –John 

8:36, NIV 

 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 

is, there is freedom.” – 2 Corinthians 3:17, NIV 

 The church, in full knowledge of the truth about Christ’s 

freedom and the indwelling of His Spirit, come to the realization that 

true worship has little to do with what we do and how we do it, but 

more with who we have become. We are the redeemed people of 

God, purchased by the precious blood of Christ, reflecting His 

righteousness and revealing His glory to the world. Our worship is 

not an activity that we participate in through ceremony and ritual, 

but rather it is an attitude that we actively walk in throughout our 

daily lives as a result of the radical transformation that has occurred 

in our minds and in our hearts.  

 

3- Not About Finding God, but About Knowing God 

 This is the point I’ve really wanted to bring home more than 

any other in this chapter, because frankly this is where I believe most 
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people (myself included) struggle the greatest regarding worship. 

We constantly view worship as something we do or engage in when 

we’re hurting, so that we can find healing. Or maybe we worship 

because we feel alone and need that spiritual breakthrough. Or better 

yet, our circumstances are poor so we offer up a sacrifice of praise to 

God in hopes that He might come down and lift us up out of our 

darkest hour. While I will grant that there is nothing wrong at all 

with worshipping in times of trial, discouragement, or despair- it’s 

actually a good idea- the problem comes when we begin to see 

worship in the wrong light.  

We do not worship because we need help or healing. 

We do not worship for a breakthrough. 

We do not worship so that God will change our circumstances. 

We worship because of who God is. 

 This is the real testimony of the early church as I looked at 

their examples of worship. There was no specific time or place or 

circumstance that propelled them into moments of praise. When 

souls were saved, they praised. When people were healed or when 

miracles happened, they worshipped God. When men were in prison, 

they sang songs to the Lord. The situations that the believers found 

themselves in did not dictate whether they would worship or not. 

And that is the example for us today. That’s the lesson that our 

church needs to learn.  

 We don’t worship God when He is good or when we need 

Him to be good; we worship Him because we know He is good. We 

praise Him because of who He has revealed Himself to be. God has 

bought us and brought us back to Himself through the blood of His 

Son, and we are constantly being changed through Him by the power 
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of His Spirit. The natural response to that knowledge is for us to 

praise and worship Him.  
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Chapter 9- Growing 
 

  

 Did your parents track your height on the doorposts in your 

bedroom growing up? Mine did. I have an older brother, six years 

ahead of me and we both shared the same doorpost when I was a kid. 

I remember looking at the lines with the dates written beside each 

one, my brother in red and mine in green. Every birthday mom 

would put my back to the doorpost, and put the marker on the top of 

my head and strike a new line for me to see how much I’ve grown 

over the last twelve months. And I remember being disappointed 

every time I saw the progress- still not as tall as my brother.  

 “I’m never going to catch up to Bobby!” I would shout. And 

it sure seemed that way for an eight-year-old looking at his lines in 

comparison to his teenage sibling. I mean come on, I had only crept 

up a few inches since my last measurement, while my brother had hit 

an amazing spurt and gained nearly a foot in the last year. I had 

almost convinced myself that I was doomed to be a midget until my 

mom helped me gain some perspective. She went up to the wall and 

began to point out that, even though I wasn’t nearly as tall as my 

brother was at the moment, I was actually quite a bit taller than an 

eight-year-old Bobby.  
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 Since gaining a better perspective on things, I came to 

understand that, even though my brother may have been taller than 

me at the time, we were actually pretty close to one another if 

measured on the level of our progression. And wouldn’t you know it, 

today as adults my brother and I are less than an inch apart in height? 

(But for those who want to know, I am taller, though) 

 

A BETTER PERSPECTIVE-  

  As a kid, always comparing myself to my brother, I 

couldn’t really gain a clear perspective on my own personal growth. 

And I think that problem applies pretty well in regards to church 

growth as well. We focus our time and attention so fiercely on 

growing, growing, growing, that we end up making the critical errors 

of using the wrong tools to measure ourselves with and constantly 

competing with someone else as if we believe that our success 

should resemble theirs. But the truth is that when it comes to the 

Body of Christ, we cannot measure church growth on the same scale 

as the childhood doorpost. It doesn’t work that way.  

 We’ve got a natural tendency to think that we have to be just 

like our big brother, but that’s just not the case. We don’t have to be 

as big, or as strong, or as fast, or as popular as Bobby; we have to 

recognize our individuality and come to an understanding that even 

in our differences we are just as much a part of the family as he is.  

 As long as we’re looking at the lines, comparing ourselves to 

everyone else, we’re going to continue to measure our successes and 

our growth as a church against the wrong chart. And as long as 

there’s someone else out there that’s taller than us, we’re going to 

experience endless disappointment. We need to wipe away those 

marker stains and come to a new and better understanding of what 

growth in the Kingdom is all about.  



 

97 

 

 

 

BIGGER AND BETTER- 

 I know from experience how disappointed one can get when 

they look at themselves or their church in the shadow of a much 

larger one. Reach Point, in the beginning stages of developing as a 

ministry, was being mentored by what can be considered a “mega-

church”. This church had several thousand members and a handful 

of campuses, and a few dozen full-time staff members. And when 

we prepared to launch our first services, we had the idea that we 

were going to eventually be just like them in every way. We were 

excited about the prospects of a very fruitful future.  

 Needless to say, after the first year or so the facts began to 

settle in. We were not experiencing the same level of “success” as 

this other church. And the more and more we tried to mimic their 

style, approach, and presentation, the more we realized that we 

weren’t going to be like them. For quite a while there was a great 

deal of disappointment, especially for me personally. I thought about 

quitting, because I just couldn’t figure out why people weren’t being 

attracted to our ministry. But instead of quitting, I began to do 

something that was probably just as destructive, maybe worse. I 

began saying and teaching things like, “God isn’t concerned with 

how many people come,” and, “It’s God’s job to bring people into 

our fellowship; we’ve just got to focus on being who He’s called us 

to be as a church.”  

 That all sounds well and good… It sounds just like 

something a pastor would say who isn’t experiencing growth in his 

church. As I look back at what I was saying, it surprising to think 

that I’ve ever read the Scriptures.  
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 “God isn’t concerned with how many people come”- what 

about Jesus’ parable of the banquet in Luke 14, where the master 

continued to order the servants to go out and bring in guests “that my 

house will be full”?  

 “It’s God’s job to bring people into our fellowship; we’ve 

just got to focus on being who He’s called us to be as a church”- 

What has He called us to be as a church? “Salt and light”, a “city on 

a hill”, “my witnesses unto all nations”… It may be His job to bring 

them, but it is definitely our job to invite them! 

 It’s easy to begin to make excuses for being unsuccessful, 

which is exactly what I had begun doing. But in reality, our church 

wasn’t failing at all. We were seeing families come, people getting 

saved and baptized, and long-time believers being revitalized and 

getting involved in works of service. But the problem was in the way 

I was defining success- I was judging our church in comparison to 

that larger one over there! I wasn’t recognizing a very important part 

of the equation. This other church had several campuses and 

thousands of members, but all these campuses were located dead-

center in the middle of major cities. Reach Point is located in a small 

town with less than 10,000 residents. In comparison, this mega-

church was reaching about four percent of their population. If Reach 

Point really wanted to compare ourselves to them in a more accurate 

way, we needed to look at ourselves in relation to our own 

community. It wasn’t until a wise counselor of mine pointed out that 

I began to gain a better perspective of things.  

 

FRUIT TREES- 

 So we’ve just mentioned that God does indeed care about the 

church growing. We cannot say that God doesn’t concern Himself 

with how many people we are reaching. And I would dare to say that 
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we, too, want to see more people respond to our ministry. This is one 

of the primary reasons I set out to write this book, because my heart 

is to see every congregation reach its maximum potential and win as 

many people as possible. But we cannot make the mistake of 

confusion numbers with success. We must not trick ourselves into 

looking out at the audience and seeing little empty space and 

thinking, “We did it.” Large crowds do not equal eternal impact. 

Sporting events and concerts consistently draw lots of people, but it 

would be safe to say that these are not promoting life change to those 

who attend.  

 Jesus talked to His disciples about what it takes to grow. In 

John 15, Jesus said a lot about “bearing fruit”: 

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts 

off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes, so that it will be even more fruitful. You 

are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain 

in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 

must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 

remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains 

in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 

do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that 

is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 

into the fire and burned… You did not choose me, but I chose you 

and appointed you to go and bear fruit- fruit that will last.” –John 

15:1-6, 16a, NIV 

 In this passage we find Jesus doing what He is well-known 

for doing when He wants to convey an important spiritual truth- 

giving an illustration. He presents the image of a vine with branches, 

and those branches bearing fruit. Jesus plainly defines Himself as the 

Vine, and we His disciples as the branches. What He does not point 
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out clearly though is the fruit. And that’s what I want to talk about 

for a moment. 

 “I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit- fruit that 

will last.” It is the purpose and plan of God that those who are in 

Christ should bear lasting fruit. But what is this fruit? It seems sort 

of vague and unclear in the verses above, but after the birth and 

during the expansion of the early church- when the fruit was 

produced- we started seeing what it is.  

1- An Internal Fruit 

 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 

such things there is no law.” –Galatians 5:22, NIV 

 The New Testament writers give at least two meanings to 

Christ’s use of the word “fruit”. The first refers to the supernatural 

change that takes place in the hearts and minds of those who come to 

Him and are saved. Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches. 

Connected to the Source of life, we are given power to change the 

world through Him. But before we are challenged to “go into all the 

world”, we have to allow that power to first change us. 

 Before we can expect to make disciples, we have to be able 

to demonstrate that we are in fact disciples ourselves. How can we 

effectively lead another individual into a fruitful relationship with 

Jesus Christ if we have yet to learn what it means to walk in faith 

and obedience to the Spirit that was given to guide us?  

 God intends for us to live out the gospel, just as much as we 

share it with our words. When we tell our neighbors about the peace 

and joy that comes with knowing God, they should be able to look at 

our actions and attitudes and know that it’s for real. When we tell 

them that Jesus loves them, they should already be able to sense the 
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power of that love because it emanates from our very beings. The 

first fruit that should be borne in the church is the fruit of the Spirit 

within a believer that is cultivating a personal relationship with the 

Savior.  

2- External Fruits 

 “All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, 

just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 

understood God’s grace in all its truth.” –Colossians 1:6, NIV 

 Another way the word “fruit” is used throughout Scripture is 

in reference to populating, growing, multiplying in numbers. So if 

we were to look at Jesus’ illustration of the fruit tree and take it to 

mean it this way, what does it say? Basically this: He chose us, His 

disciples, to make disciples. His will for the church is to multiply, to 

win souls, and to bring people into His Kingdom.  

 But we already knew that, right? We realize that the purpose 

of the church was to win the lost and to lead people to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ. Okay, then, if we all know this, then 

what’s the problem? Let me be frank for a moment, may I? 

 

NUMBERS TELL TALES- 

 A recent survey from a Christian resource states that there are 

about 1,200 new churches being planted every year in the United 

States. That’s a good thing, right? But wait, there’s more. This same 

survey also said that every year about 5,000 churches are closing 

their doors for the last time. About twenty-five years ago, around 

27% of Americans professed at least some form of Christian faith. 

Today, that number is somewhere around 18%. Take that into 

account along with the current decrease in churches around the 
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nation, and it has been suggested that Christianity in America will 

virtually disappear within the next two decades.  

   It is estimated that out of the 6+ billion people in the world 

today, 1/3 claims to be Christian (I would say that this statistic is 

being far too generous, but just roll with it). Out of that number, only 

three-to-four percent ever share Jesus with others. It’s an alarming 

statistic if you really think about it. If 1/3 of the world believes in 

Jesus, and every one led a single person to Christ, and that person in 

turn led another, then the result would be worldwide evangelization! 

Unfortunately, in most cases, the message goes unheard. There are 

more than 1.2 billion people today who have never once heard of the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. So two things are obvious: we 

are called to share the good news of Jesus Christ; and the majority of 

believers are not obeying this command.  

 

BE A BRANCH- 

 I’ve spent a great deal of time addressing the church as a 

whole, but now I want to talk to each one as an individual. Because 

the fact of the matter is, evangelism and discipleship is a personal 

obligation. And I think that is where the majority of the problem lies. 

We see the “branches” as congregations and not as single people. 

We may not say that, be we act as if it is the responsibility of the 

church collectively to win the lost and to teach believers to walk 

with the Lord. We meet someone who needs help and we bring them 

to church. We find someone who is interested in knowing more 

about Jesus, so we invite them to worship one Sunday. We treat the 

corporate gathering as if it were a one-stop-shop for evangelism and 

discipleship, when Jesus gave the responsibility of reaching the 

world to each and every one of us personally! 
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 Looking at the example left by that first fellowship in Acts, 

we see folks ministering in groups large and small, one-on-one, in 

homes, street corners, prisons and palaces. The proclamation of the 

gospel was given by apostles, laymen and lowly widows. They 

recognized, as we should today, that if we want to see the church 

grow, then we need to be about the business of bearing fruit for God.  

 “For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.’ How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed 

in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not 

heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 

And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’” –Romans 

10:13-15, NIV 

 Who do you know in your circle of friends, neighbors, co-

workers, and acquaintances, that does not have a close, committed 

relationship with Jesus Christ? Have you ever taken the opportunity 

to try and share your faith with them? I didn’t say, “Have you invited 

them to church lately?” I asked if you have shared Christ with them.  

 “But I though this chapter was about growing the church?” 

This is exactly what I’m talking about. I might not be talking about 

your church or mine, but I am talking about growing the universal 

body of Christ, one person at a time. We need to break free of the 

super-possessive and competitive mindset of getting people into our 

buildings and become more concerned with getting people into the 

Kingdom. It’s very likely that if we did that, then not only will our 

own churches be full, but there would be far less lost people in our 

world today.  

 We must, individually, take initiative and personal 

responsibility for being branches, connected to Christ, and bearing 

fruit for the Kingdom of God.  
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Chapter 10- The Point 

 

 I’ve attempted in this book to provide a glimpse of what the 

church is, and what it is supposed to be. I understand that I’ve made 

a lot of generalizations and have only touched the surface on many 

areas that I could have expounded heavily upon. There is obviously 

much more that I could say about so many of the topics discussed 

here- such as the four signs of a devoted church. I could easily write 

chapters, even volumes, about the necessity of the Word, the 

fellowship, the sacraments, and prayer. And other writers have done 

so. But in the end, it’s not a matter of how much we cover and how 

far we go to stress our message. It ultimately comes down to this: 

What are you going to do with what you know to be true?  

 As we’ve looked back in time at the church of the New 

Testament, we’ve discovered quite a lot about ourselves and what 

has made us so relatively ineffective in our day and age. In the Acts 

church, we find a fellowship that was focused on and centered 

around the Person and identity of Jesus Christ (The Wheel), and they 

understood that if anything was going to be accomplished, it was 

going to be done by, for, and through Him. We’ve also discovered 

that the Acts church did not depend or rely upon their own strength, 

wisdom, or human effort and ideas to advance the Kingdom in their 

communities. They trusted in the leadership and power of the Holy 

Spirit (The Key) to do what only He could do, and that was to change 

hearts and transform lives.  



 

106 

 

 The first fellowship was also a people of real devotion. They 

completely gave themselves whole-heartedly to the study and 

teaching of God’s Word, to living life together, to observing and 

remembering Christ’s sacrifice, and to a faithful prayer life (The 

Signs). These people maintained a holy reverence for God’s power 

and holiness in their lives, and sought to honor Him in all things, 

including their material possessions. Recognizing that all things 

belonged to Him and were entrusted to them for the purpose of 

bringing Him glory, the Acts church demonstrated an attitude of 

stewardship, and gladly gave out of humble and grateful hearts to 

meet the needs of those around them (Giving).  

 The world around these people took notice, as the early 

church expressed God’s love in their lives through the way they 

showed sincere love for one another (Community). Their religion 

was not merely a song-and-dance, but the message they presented to 

the world was given weight and worth by the evidence of their own 

lives. The first church preached a gospel of faith and repentance, a 

lifestyle that they themselves not only proclaimed but also practiced 

(The Truth).  To them, their worship was not related to the 

circumstances of their lives, but a reflection of the perpetual 

presence of God and of His divine nature. They glorified Him with 

joy and offered Him praises continuously, because they knew that no 

matter what may be happening around them, He was with them. 

More than this, they worshipped because of what He had 

accomplished for them through the gift of His Son, Jesus (Worship).  

 And it was all of this together – the power, the purpose, the 

devotion, the love and commitment in community, the authentic 

attitudes of stewardship and reverence- that made the church real to 

the world. People were able to see the genuineness of it all, that it 

wasn’t just a show or some plastic play-thing. Jesus existed within 

the body of believers that called itself “the Church”. And the result 

was an irresistible attraction, that brought people to the fellowship 
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and ushered people into God’s Kingdom. Life-change happened 

because those people who testified to being Christ’s followers 

decided to actually follow Christ. They didn’t try to build His 

Kingdom on their terms or through their own ways and means. They 

understood that Jesus had already laid out a blueprint, provided a 

plan and the power, and all they were required to do was to “be” the 

church. 

Be the church. 

 Too often we get this idea that we are supposed to figure out 

how to “do” church, when all Jesus wants you to do is “be” the 

church. We’re setting up our strategies, our creative concepts and 

practical programs to draw people to us and to motivate people in 

ministry, and we wonder why it’s never sticking. All the while, Jesus 

is saying, “I’ll build my church, I’ll change lives, I’ll do the work. 

Just abide in me, and you’ll bear much fruit!”  

 It’s become obvious as the last few generations have gone by 

and the next one approaches that people look at our churches with a 

take-it or leave-it attitude. They wouldn’t really miss us if we were 

gone. What is even more obvious is that, though they don’t care too 

much for us, they desperately want and need what Jesus can give 

them. They desire hope, love, community, and a God that is real and 

present in their lives. The Acts church had that, and people were 

attracted to them like magnets.  

We can bring that church back.  

 The question is, however, are you willing to “be” the church? 

Can you trust Christ to do what only He can do, and can you move 

out of the way and surrender just enough to let the Holy Spirit guide 

in the way that only He can? Can you give yourself completely in 

devotion to the cause of the Kingdom? Will you love God with all 

that you have and all that you are, and then let that love flow out to 
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everyone around you? Will you give faithfully as a steward of God’s 

provision to meet the needs of others? Can you acknowledge the 

power and presence of God in your life and worship Him for who He 

really is?  

 If you can do this, then you can begin presenting a real, 

Christ-centered, Spirit-empowered church to a world that desperately 

needs something real and genuine. And the natural response to that 

kind of church is the very thing that we’ve been looking for all 

along- 

A difference.  

 

 


