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#1. 
 

Is the Bible Really the 
‘Word of God’? 

(How can you prove the inspiration and authority of 
Scripture?) 

 
 I grew up in the church, 
where I was always taught to trust in the Bible. If God’s Word 
said it, I believed it and never questioned it. Not that I always 
did so good at following its instruction, but nonetheless I never 
doubted that what I read or learned from the Bible was 
anything less than divine and authoritative. I never allowed 
myself to recognize the potential problems and difficulties that 
came with claiming the Bible to be the Word of God- I didn’t 
grow up around people of different faiths, and I didn’t socialize 
with those who would challenge my own personal convictions.  
  
 A lot has changed in the last twenty years from my 
days in the sheltered environment of a small-town Bible Belt 
neighborhood. With the rapidly expanding postmodern, 
atheistic moral relativist mindset that pervades our culture and 
classrooms today, there is little room for faith anymore. People 
want evidence; people want facts; people want proof. 
Although granted the common standard in popular thought 
today leaves much to be desired in way of consistency, and 
the word “truth” is becoming harder and harder to define, a 
Christian faces much more opposition than before when it  
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{Young Christians today are expected to not only 
know what they believe about the Bible, they are 
expected to be able to give a reason for why they 
believe.} 
 
comes to what we believe. When at one time we could simply 
say that the Bible is our final authority and only infallible rule of  
faith and so settle the issue, today’s society demands a 
stronger response.  
  
 What makes the Bible different from other so-called 
“inspired” books? Isn’t the Bible just an ancient collection of 
writings from a bunch of men? What about all the apparent 
contradictions? These are only a few of the questions that, 
quite honestly, I never prepared myself for because I never 
encountered them when I was young. Fortunately, I dealt with 
most of these issues in the safe confines of the seminary 
classrooms, and not the dangerous territory of skeptic society. 
Young Christians today are expected to not only know what 
they believe about the Bible, they are expected to be able to 
give a reason for why they believe.  
 
 This is not an unreasonable request, by the way. In 
fact, the apostle Peter urged the church to “always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Pet. 3:15). I believe 
that it is a failure on our part as Christians, and a disservice to 
the world that we are called to reach when we don’t have good 
answers for such serious and important questions. And it is 
my personal experience that in most witnessing situations 
there will be a time when tough questions will arise, and if I’m 
prepared and able to give a thoughtful and meaningful 
response I can go much further in helping to bring an 
unbeliever to a knowledge of the truth of the gospel.  
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God’s Word to Us And to Them 
 
  
 For the Christian, when we consider what the Bible 
means to us, we have much to say. We say that Scripture is a 
“lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path” (Ps. 119:105), 
the “sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17), “quick and powerful” 
(Heb. 4:12), our source of truth (John 17:17) and faith (Rom. 
10:17).  
 
 Scripture is everything to the believer, because it is the 
means by which God has revealed Himself to us so that we 
might receive the message of salvation and have faith and 
hope for eternal life. It is not simply a collection of inspiring 
stories and uplifting quotations, the Bible is our standard for 
living, our instruction manual for righteousness, and the only 
source of wisdom and truth. We know and embrace this 
because we have tested it in our lives and found it to be so. 
God has made it real in our hearts and has confirmed its 
divine inspiration by the Holy Spirit within us. We accept the 
Bible’s testimony about itself when it says that it is “All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 
Timothy 3:16-17) 
 
 For us, this is all the proof we need to know and trust 
that the Bible is the Word of God- it says so itself. But the 
reality is that it’s not so easy for the rest of the world. I’ve 
spent quite some time engaging with Mormons, who have 
their own collection of “inspired” scripture. They say the same 
thing about the Book of Mormon, Doctrines and Covenants, 
and The Pearl of Great Price as we do about the Bible. To 
them, their sacred books have the same amount of divine truth 
and power as does the Bible. The same can be said of the  
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Muslim, who faithfully holds to the teachings of the Quran as 
the “word of God”. They claim, as the Christian of the Bible,  
that the writers of their holy books came to them through 
supernatural means and that these writings are perfect and 
infallible truth. And why do they believe this? For the same 
reason that many Christians accept the Bible today- because 
the books themselves say so. Just as Paul claims Scripture to 
be “God-breathed” in 2 Timothy, the Mormon and Muslim holy 
books claim the same kind of inspiration for themselves. And 
while although such simple acceptance of faith is enough for 
those who have come to embrace the claims of our religion, 
this type of circular reasoning simply will not hold up to the 
scrutiny of much of today’s “question everything” mindset.  
 
 What do I mean by “circular reasoning”? Take this 
conversation as an example: 
 
- Why do you believe in the Bible? 
 
 - Because it is the Word of God. 
 
- How do you know that the Bible is the Word of God? 
 
 - Because it says so in the Bible.  
 
 Do you see how this kind of argument won’t take you 
far, and how it won’t allow for much meaningful discussion 
with someone that might not share your view of the Bible’s 
inspiration? In circular reasoning, our claims of biblical 
inspiration stands alone on the words of the book that is said 
to be inspired. You have to basically believe before 
questioning such claims, or simply refuse to ask such 
questions at all, and I guarantee that many people today aren’t 
going to openly accept every claim of Christianity without  
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asking questions. Circular reasoning is all that the Muslim has 
for their acceptance of the Quran, as does the Mormon for  
their collective works, but unfortunately their claims begin to 
fall short in the face of serious interrogation.  
 
 
 When we take on the challenge of sharing and 
defending the Christian faith, we will inevitably face the 
scenario of having to explain why we believe in the Bible. After 
all, everything we say we know about God, Jesus, heaven, 
hell, sin and salvation ultimately come from our acceptance of 
the Bible as being the true Word of God. We don’t have to get 
stuck with having no way of giving a thoughtful response to 
such questions.  
 
 
UP TO THE TEST 
 
 
 What if you got a letter in the mail today from the 
president of the United States? Now some readers will be 
quick to say that they would immediately rip it up and set it on 
fire, but please put your political views aside and let me make 
the illustration. Let’s say you open the letter and find that it is 
marked with the president’s signature on it, and the contents 
are in regards to plans to present you with some kind of award 
or significant honor, and instructing you to come to 
Washington to receive it.  
  
 Initially, most people would be excited or surprised, and 
many would be rightfully skeptical. After all, such an important 
letter doesn’t arrive in the mail every day, does it? And if you 
are a bit skeptical, there are obvious ways to test the 
authenticity and credibility of such a letter. It includes a claim 
of authorship (the president), origin (Washington), and 
detailed instructions and promises upon compliance. Because  
 

9 
 



       Top Ten Toughest Questions for Christians TOP
10 

  
 
of what the letter contains, there are certain tests that we can 
conduct to determine its validity.  
 
 The same goes with any book that claims to be divinely 
inspired. The Bible claims to have God as its Author, and each 
book of Scripture is said to have come from a specific time  
and place in history, giving us certain details that allow us to 
examine the integrity of their writings. It is when we apply 
these tests that we can find whether the claims of the Bible 
are true or false. The three areas that we tests are External 
Evidence, Internal Evidence, and the Test of Time.  
 
External Evidence-  
  
 When we look at the Bible, we find a collective work 
that covers a span of approximately 1,500 years of Jewish 
history, written by over 40 different authors in different times, 
cultures, from three continents in three separate languages. 
The authors of the Old and New Testament books include 
autographs from prophets, peasants, priests and kings, 
educated and unschooled fishermen alike. It truly is a book 
like no other in its compilation.  
  
 Because of the wide variety of content and context 
provided in the Bible, there is so much information that can be 
examined to test its historical consistency. When any ancient 
writing is discovered by archaeologists, they study the 
language, grammar, and writing style to determine where and 
when it came from. They look for clues within the writing itself 
to learn of the culture of the people in the life and time of the 
writer. By doing this, and by measuring the writing up with 
what is already known and confirmed by previous discovery, 
they can judge whether or not the work is fact or fiction. 
Because the Bible specifically gives the names of nations, 
kings, rulers, and detailed accounts of major world events, we 
are given a lot of information to work with.  
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 Time after time without fail, the books of the Bible have 
shown to be extremely accurate in their detailed accounts of 
historical events. Oftentimes, archaeological finds that have 
surfaced offer validation to claims exclusive to the Bible that 
were once thought to be mere folklore. Middle Eastern  
mapmakers have long used the Bible as a primary resource 
for drawing and locating ancient cities and territorial  
boundaries. The uncovering of royal tombs and ancient 
inscriptions have been found to line up perfectly with biblical 
ancestry records.  
 
 Amazingly enough, and extremely encouraging and 
strengthening to the Christian faith, is the fact that there has 
yet to be a single archaeological discovery to dispute or 
contradict the claims of the Bible. Of course, there are many 
persons, places, and events in the biblical narrative that does 
not have historical evidence to support it, but nothing exists in 
modern archaeology to destroy or deny Scripture. In short, no 
other book of antiquity has shown to be as historically 
accurate, with more external evidence available as that of the 
Bible.  
 
Internal Evidence-  
 
 Again, the Bible is a collection of more than forty 
authors covering a time of some 1,500 years on three 
continents, written in three languages. It is an extensive 
chronicle of the generations of Israel and their covenant-
relationship with Yahweh from a wide range of perspectives. 
Nonetheless, although one would assume to find a variety of 
opinions on God and possibly conflicting narratives of the 
events of history, the Bible finds itself to be a single, unified 
theological discourse. Many of the authors of Scripture lived in 
different times and places in history, never meeting each other 
or having the opportunity to read one another’s works, yet we 
find their teachings to be in perfect harmony. Because of this,  
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 Christians are confident to say that the Bible is not a 
product of human opinion, but a work of divine inspiration. 
Men did not write their philosophical insights and ideas about 
the origins of the universe and the nature of deity, but rather it 
was God revealing Himself consistently through time in such a 
way that each successive contribution to Scripture built upon 
the other to give a clear, concise picture of God and His plan 
of redemption. 
 
 Not only to we find internal theological consistency 
throughout the pages of Scripture, but the Bible is littered with 
fulfilled prophecy. It is suggested that there are some 2,500 
specific prophecies or predictions in the Bible, with about 
2,000 having been fulfilled with uncanny precision. The others 
that have yet to be fulfilled directly relate to end-times events, 
and therefore are not to be seen as failed or false prophesies. 
Many of these prophecies were regarding the rising and falling 
of nations, global or local catastrophes, and other such things 
that can be examined historically or archaeologically and 
verified scientifically.  
 
 This is probably the most amazing feature of the Bible, 
because it conveys the message that it is more than just a 
work of history and theology, but it is a supernatural work that 
foretells future events. It is a book that demands attention from 
those of us living within the divine storyline. Many people have 
taken to the Bible to try to uncover the key, or “crack the code” 
so as to be able to know what’s next, but that’s not the 
purpose of prophecy. God has given us a source of internal 
evidence so that we might understand his supreme control 
over the world, and calls us to place our faith in his sovereign 
power.  
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The Test of Time-  
 
 The book of Revelation, the last work of the New 
Testament, was written roughly around 95 A.D. The other 
sixty-five separate books are much older. In all, the Bible has 
been around for almost two thousand years, all the while 
claiming to be divinely inspired by God and the sole infallible  
source of truth. That’s a really long time for people to come up 
with a way to tear it down and disprove it. And surely they 
have, and with even greater intensity in recent years. Scholars 
have attacked the authorship and origin of the gospels, 
claiming forgery or unreliability in regards to the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. Some have debated the integrity of the creation 
and flood accounts in Genesis, suggesting that they simply 
cannot stand up against modern scientific theory. Critics have 
taken Paul’s concept of justification in Romans 4 and pitted 
against the words of James 2 to say that the New Testament 
contradicts itself on the very doctrine of salvation, among 
others.  
 
 But the Bible yet stands. It has been called the “anvil 
that has worn out many hammers”, because even though 
skeptics and opponents continue to come up with attacks to 
destroy the claims of divine authorship, their continual failure 
only goes to further the proof that Christians have claimed all 
along:  
 
 This is the Word of God.  
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#2. 

 
Don’t We All Worship  

The Same God? 
(Aren’t the gods from other religions basically  

the same?) 
 

 
 I quickly recognized my own 
theological deficiency, as I tried to share my faith with a 
Muslim coworker. While I was still a new believer, I was 
extremely zealous to tell others about Christ. I thought I knew 
enough about my beliefs to engage in discussion, it was 
glaringly obvious that I knew nothing about Islam.  
 
“We believe that Allah is the one true God,” he said.  
 
“Yeah, just as Christians believe that Yahweh is the one and 
only true God.” 
 
  I was trying to find some common ground upon which 
to build our conversation, so I asked him to describe Allah for 
me. He went on to say that the Quran teaches that Allah is the 
eternal, all-powerful creator of all things and that he is the God 
of Abraham and Moses, and that he spoke throughout history 
through many prophets. Sounded pretty good to me. Before I 
knew it, I was agreeing that Yahweh and Allah were basically 
the same god, and that we just happened to perceive him 
differently.  
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{nearly three-quarters of Americans would say that 
while different religions describe and worship Him in 
varying ways, everyone essentially worships the same 
god… this is completely untrue.} 
 
 Even now when I think about it I’m embarrassed at how 
terribly mistaken I was. But the surprising truth is that, 
according to recent surveys, nearly three-quarters of 
Americans would say that while different religions describe 
and worship Him in varying ways, everyone essentially 
worships the same god. And although I didn’t quite understand 
it then, I now know that this is completely untrue.  
 
  
I think your god is schizophrenic  
 
 The Bible has some pretty strong words when it comes 
to God’s nature and personality. In the book of Isaiah, the 
prophet writes several lengthy passages that distinguish 
Yahweh from any and every supposed ‘god’ that would 
attempt to compare or compete with Him. In chapter 43 in 
particular he says: 
 
“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord,  “and my servant 
whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me 
and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, 
nor will there be one after me. I, even I, am the Lord, and 
apart from me there is no savior. I have revealed and saved 
and proclaimed— I, and not some foreign god among you. 
You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God. 
Yes, and from ancient days I am he. 
       – Isaiah 43:10-12 
 
 From these verses, and throughout the entirety of 
Scripture, God declares that He is revealing Himself to us, and  
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for a very important reason- “so that you may know and 
believe me, and understand that I am he.” God intends to 
distance Himself from any foreign idea that we might have 
about who He is and what He is doing. Specifically, He wants 
to reveal that apart from Him there is no other ‘god’, and no 
other savior.  
 
 As I’ve grown in my own understanding of the specifics 
of Islamic theology, it has become glaringly apparent that 
Allah and Yahweh are far from identical. On one hand, there 
are indeed some similarities- they are both eternal, 
omnipotent, omniscient (to a degree), and they have both 
revealed themselves through sacred writings from prophets. 
But for the most part, the line is drawn from there. Revelation 
is different, redemption is different, salvation is, needless to 
say, very different. If we believe that God has spoken (as 
we’ve summarized in chapter one), we have to take into 
account what He has said about Himself to determine who He 
is and what He is like.  
 
 Not all ‘gods’ are created equal. If we take the Bible’s 
definition and description of the character and personality of 
God and compare it with the religions of the world, we would 
see that Yahweh, as revealed in Isaiah and other places, is 
supremely unique. So for us to suggest as I did in my 
conversation with my coworker, that our God is the same 
person as Allah or any other god, would be to suggest that He 
reveals Himself to different people in different ways. We would 
be saying that although God provides one view of Himself in 
the Bible, giving glimpses of his nature and one set of moral 
standards to us, He then turns around and paints a completely 
different picture of Himself to the rest of the world. He might 
go by a different name and have a totally contradictory path to 
salvation between the two, but somehow he’s basically the 
same, right? Not even close.  
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 Let’s take a close look at what God says about Himself 
in the Bible, so that we can answer this question more fully 
and completely. As Christians we’ve been given His Word for 
the intention of knowing Him, so there’s no reason or excuse 
for being confused or fuzzy about God’s character.  
 
The substance of god 
 
 What I’m about to provide is in no way designed to be a 
thorough and complete study of the person of God, no one 
could ever do that. As John Calvin rightly said, “the finite 
cannot grasp the infinite.” To totally expound on who and what 
God is would take an eternity. However, God has given us a 
basic summary of what separates divinity from humanity, or 
what makes God, God. The simplest breakdown of this 
explanation is found in Psalm 139, where his omniscience (all-
knowing), omnipresence (ever-present), and omnipotence (all-
powerful) are on full display.  
 
Omniscience-  
 
You have searched me, Lord, 
    and you know me. 
You know when I sit and when I rise; 
    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
You discern my going out and my lying down; 
    you are familiar with all my ways. 
Before a word is on my tongue 
    you, Lord, know it completely. 
You hem me in behind and before, 
    and you lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
    too lofty for me to attain. 
      - Psalm 139:1-6 
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 Total, full-exhaustive knowledge is a primary trait of 
deity. As expressed earlier in the passage from Isaiah, God  
demands all wisdom and knowledge of everything belongs to 
Him. No one has ever taught Him anything, and He has never 
sought the counsel of anyone concerning how to accomplish 
His eternal purposes. One of the most amazing aspects of 
God is that the Bible tells us that nothing has ever taken Him 
by surprise. God knows everything.  
 
Omnipresence-  
 
Where can I go from your Spirit? 
Where can I flee from your presence? 
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast. 
If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
    and the light become night around me,” 
even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
    the night will shine like the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 
      - Psalm 139:7-12 
 
 Omnipresence simply means that God is everywhere, 
all the time. He did not, like some of the pagan gods, spit out 
the universe and then sit back and watch history unfold from a 
distance. The Bible declares that He is actively involved in the 
midst of His creation, and that His invisible work can be easily 
seen in the things that He has made (Rom. 1:20). There is 
nowhere that we can go where God has not gone before us, 
and there is nothing taking place that is without His audience.  
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Omnipotence-  
 
For you created my inmost being; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
    your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. 
My frame was not hidden from you 
    when I was made in the secret place, 
    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
    all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
    before one of them came to be. 
      - Psalm 139:13-16 
 
 God’s all-knowledge is astounding enough; His ever-
presence is beyond comparison; but the psalmist does not 
leave us with that. Instead, he takes it one step further to 
reveal that God’s omniscience and omnipresence is not a 
passive circumstance. His knowledge of and presence within 
creation is directly related to the fact that it is He who made it. 
He knows all things, and all things exist through Him because 
in His ultimate power and might He made them all. This is the 
testimony of all Scripture.  
 
 As breathtaking as this is, though, this is not a unique 
description of the Yahweh of the Bible. Many monotheistic 
religions perceive the god that they worship to be the all-
powerful, all-knowing, all-seeing deity that rules and reigns 
over all things. And if we were to stop at this point, we would 
have no answer for those who want to know what makes our 
God so special. Fortunately for us, the Bible doesn’t stop there 
either. And it is this last distinction that is the most important 
characteristic for the Christian to consider. 
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A triune god 
 
 Blessed Trinity- an extremely important doctrine of the 
Christian church, but one oftentimes overlooked because it is 
either misunderstood or thought to be some cosmic mystery 
that cannot be explained. But it is this foundational principle 
that defines the Church and the very aspect of God’s being 
that separates Him from all other “so-called” gods. It is the 
biblical doctrine of God revealing Himself throughout Scripture 
as One divine Being (or substance) eternally existing as three 
distinct, yet co-equal Persons: Father, Son, and Spirit. No 
other unique, unified divine relationship has been or can be 
derived from any of the religions of the world.  
 
 “But the Bible says that there is but ‘one’ god… now 
there are three!” This is the argument of Islam, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and many others that do not understand the 
definition and relationship of the Trinity. Christianity does not 
say that Yahweh is one of three gods, nor do we say that 
Jesus is a ‘god’ separate from the Father (because He is 
never separated from the Father to begin with). We 
understand the Trinity as the Bible has shown it to us. For 
some it has probably been a hard concept to grasp, because it 
is a progressive revelation- meaning that there is no single 
passage of Scripture that summarizes it entirely. The doctrine 
of the Trinity is revealed gradually throughout the entire Bible, 
and therefore a little work must be done to pull it all together. 
But it’s well worth the effort.  
 
Father, Son, Spirit- 
 
 The shorthand explanation of the doctrine of the Trinity 
is that Yahweh has eternally existed in the divine nature  
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(omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence) as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. Taking the whole context of Scripture into  
account, we can understand the following truths: 
 
* Each member of the Trinity has existed before the world 
began and are credited for the creation of all things (Gen. 1:1-
2, 26; John 1:1-2; Col. 1:16-17).  
*Each member of the Trinity is called “God” and given worship 
(Rom. 1:7; John 1:1; Acts 5:3-4).  
*Each member of the Trinity is distinct and has a specific 
function in the divine order (1 Cor. 8:6; 2 Cor. 13:14). 
* Each member has a specific role in salvation (John 3:6, 16-
17; 1 Peter 1:2). 
 
 There is so much that can be said and yet we would 
still have mountains of questions to answer about this. Indeed, 
the doctrine of the Trinity is a profound mystery, because it is 
rooted in the very substance of an eternal and infinite God. 
But it is a biblical truth, nonetheless, and the very way in which 
the One true God has chosen to reveal His nature to us, and 
we must embrace it as the source of our very existence and 
salvation. The Father sent the Son who sent the Spirit, who 
reveals the Son who presents us holy and blameless to the 
Father. This is the Blessed Trinity.  
 
 And this is what makes God unique.  
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#3. 

 
Is Jesus Really the  

Son of God? 
(wasn’t He just another Prophet, or a Good Man?) 

 
 
 

 I knew he wasn’t 
Superman, I just knew it. I’m referring to Mr. Gene, 
the old man that used to cut my hair when I was little. My dad 
had this thing about taking me to this old-fashioned barber 
shop where all the ornery grandfathers would go to hang out 
and smack talk while Gene gave lopsided hairdos. I was 
around 7 or 8 at the time, and one day when my dad took me 
for a cut Gene started trying to convince me that he had 
superpowers. I’m not sure if he was trying to be funny, or 
whether he assumed I’d be as gullible as to honestly believe 
that he could leap tall buildings in a single bound. Either way, 
he told me he could fly.  
 
 “No, you can’t!” I was calling his bluff. So he scooped 
me up out of that chair and carried me out of the building and 
onto the sidewalk, and asked me to pick out any building I 
wanted and he’d fly right over it. I pointed to the tallest one I 
saw and waited for him to make his move. He just stood there.  
 
 “Well, what are you waiting for?” I asked.  
 
 “What do you mean? I just did it! Didn’t I tell you, I’m 
lightning fast, too?” He couldn’t have been serious. First he  
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{Those who have not been brought up in an 
environment of faith have a hard time simply accepting 
the idea of a virgin-born, miracle-working, resurrecting 
Savior that came from heaven to earth to be the sin-
bearer for humanity. And if we allow ourselves to be 
put in their position, we should be able to understand 
their level of skepticism.} 
 
says that he could fly, now he’s trying to convince me that if I 
blinked I could miss it. Sorry, Gene, but I’m not falling for it.  
 
 Not falling for it. That’s sort of the attitude of the Jews in 
Jesus’ day, and the way many unbelievers feel about the 
Christian testimony concerning the Messiah today. “Jesus, the 
guy with the beard, is the ‘Son of God’? Yeah, right!” Those 
who have not been brought up in an environment of faith have 
a hard time simply accepting the idea of a virgin-born, miracle-
working, resurrecting Savior that came from heaven to earth to 
be the sin-bearer for humanity. And if we allow ourselves to be 
put in their position, we should be able to understand their 
level of skepticism. After all, the story of the life of Christ is the 
stuff legends are made of. 
 
WHO is Jesus? 
 
 It’s the question Jesus asked his disciples in Matthew 
16, and it’s a question that must be asked today because the 
implications of his claims reach beyond the small region in 
which he lived and preached in his lifetime. Just like the far-
fetched idea that my dad’s favorite barber could be a caped 
crusader in disguise, if Jesus of Nazareth was in fact God 
among us, then we’re all called to respond to his message.  
 
 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 
is?” 
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They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
     - Matthew 16:13-14 
 
 Just like in the days when he walked among us, people 
today have a wide range of opinions about who Jesus really 
was. Some say he was just an ordinary man with a radical 
theology that got out of hand and became stuff of legend. 
Others say that he was some kind of a trickster, playing on the 
gullibility of the crowds like many of our modern-day faith 
healers. Others accept the idea that there might have been 
something special about him- like he may have had some 
divine connection- but surely he wasn’t the Son of God… or 
was he?  
 
 A little disclaimer before we get into the answering the 
question: Because of the overwhelming majority of scholars 
accepting the Bible as an historically-reliable source of 
information, we rarely run into a situation where someone 
denies the existence of Jesus anymore. The problem is not 
with whether he lived, but whether Jesus truly was everything 
he said he was.  
 
Just Another Guy- 
 
 There is no doubt that Jesus of Nazareth was human. A 
few cultic groups have suggested that he was some kind of 
spirit-being, or maybe an angel or even an alien. But when we 
read the gospel accounts it’s hard to miss the natural human 
elements of his life. He was born as a baby and grew like all 
people do (Luke 2:7, 40, 52). He ate and drank, got hungry, 
thirsty and tired like everyone else (Matthew 2:4, 11; John 
19:24). People touched him, heard him, and talked to him in 
much the same way that you would with anyone else. So there 
was little question for anyone that Jesus was indeed human.  
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 But the problem in suggesting that Jesus was only a 
man was that his teaching and ministry demanded that there 
was something more than met the eye. And it all began before 
he was even born. The Bible tells us that although Jesus was 
born as a baby like everyone else, it also claims that his birth 
was also unlike any other in the history of mankind. The birth 
of Jesus was the result of divine intervention- the fulfillment of 
Old Testament prophecy through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus was born from a mother that had never been intimate 
with a man, and his coming was heralded by a host of angels 
proclaiming his praise. Quite a strange series of events for 
someone who wasn’t somehow unique.  
 
 And although people had touched, heard, and spoken 
with Jesus, many who did recognized that there was more to 
this man than what stood before them. For many, a simple 
touch resulted in healing (Mat. 9:20-22; John 9:1-12). And for 
those who heard him speak, they heard a kind of wisdom that 
went beyond human knowledge (John 4:1-26, 39-41). On 
numerous occasions Jesus gave insights into the lives of 
those whom he had never met, and provided detailed 
descriptions of the kingdom of heaven, almost as if he had 
personally been there. Needless to say, both his works and 
his words make it difficult to describe him as simply another 
guy.  
 
A Great Prophet-  
 
 This is one of the more common views of the identity of 
Jesus Christ. “He was a good teacher, or maybe a prophet.” 
And this is honestly a fair verdict from those who might have 
had a general knowledge of the life and ministry of Jesus, and 
perhaps took a few moments to gloss over the Bible to get a 
pinch of information to work with.  
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 This was the same view that was held by the majority in 
the day and time that Jesus walked the earth. They thought  
that he might have been the resurrected John the Baptist, or 
perhaps Elijah or Jeremiah. There was no question that Jesus 
was indeed special. With all of the miraculous signs that 
followed this ministry, and with the powerful teaching that 
demanded a response, Jesus had to be another great prophet 
from God, right?  
 
 It’s true, Jesus was a great prophet. Right in line with all 
the previous messengers from the Old Testament, Jesus of 
Nazareth went about proclaiming God’s truths to all who would 
listen, his words being confirmed with signs and wonders. He 
predicted future events, many which came to pass within the 
lifetime of some of his own followers (such as the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 70 A. D., which was prophesied by Jesus in 
Matthew 24:1-2). But for us to categorize him as merely a 
prophet like his predecessors would be problematic. Because, 
you see, Jesus boldly announced time after time that he was 
much more than that.  
 
 Yes, Jesus was a prophet, because we see that he did 
indeed prophesy. But if we relegated him to being only a 
prophet, then we would have to consider him a false prophet 
because of certain things that he taught and the claims that he 
made. Take a look at some of the things that Jesus said and 
think about the impact of his statements:  
  
 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed 
man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” – Mark 2:5 
 
 In this story of Jesus healing a lame man, he claims 
that he has authority to forgive sins. Those who heard him 
took personal offense to this because, obviously, “only God 
can forgive sins” (Mark 2:7).  
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 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them 
life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give 
it.  –John 5:21 
 
 Here, Jesus had just performed a miracle on the 
Sabbath day, which made the religious leaders furious 
because they believed that any type of work- even good works 
apparently- should not be done on the holy day. At this, Jesus 
proclaimed to be the “Lord of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:28), and 
the Jews recognized that in this he was essentially making 
himself of equal authority with God (John 5:19). Jesus taught 
both here and elsewhere that he had the power to forgive sins, 
command obedience, and to grant eternal life- all of which are 
rights exclusive to the One true God of the Bible.  
 
THE GREAT “I AM” 
 
 Many have argued in the past that Jesus never claimed 
to be God as we Christians try to teach. And it’s true that he 
never specifically stated “Hey, listen everyone… I am 
Yahweh!” But as we have previously shown above, Jesus 
made certain statements and demonstrated by specific actions 
that he possessed the same divine authority that had before 
only been assigned to God.  
 
 And while we can agree that Jesus never outright said 
“I am God”, to remove the fact that this is what he was 
conveying to the people and that this is exactly how they 
understood him to be teaching, we would have trouble 
following the storyline of the gospels. Why was everyone 
always so mad at Jesus? Why were they always trying to run 
him off or stone him? Why was he accused and convicted of 
blasphemy, unless he had in fact blasphemed by claiming 
deity? He did, and this is precisely why the Jews sought his 
life (John 10:33). 
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 The most clear example of Jesus’ claim to be God was 
when he was preaching to a group of Jews in John chapter 8. 
He had just finished proclaiming (again) that by believing in 
him one could find eternal life. At this, the crowd began to 
criticize him and accuse him of being demon-possessed. At 
this, Jesus turned it around on them, saying that while he from 
the Father it was they who were from the devil (John 8:42-44). 
He continued by accusing the people of not following 
Abraham’s example of believing in him, to which they laughed 
and said, “You are not even fifty years old, and you’ve seen 
Abraham!” Jesus’ reply rang out as clear as a bell, revealing 
with no uncertain terms as to his identity: 
 
 “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58).  
 
 Although we twenty-first century Western Christians 
might skim over this passage and miss the point, I guarantee 
you that no one who heard this misunderstood the meaning of 
this statement. Jesus was essentially suggesting that he 
existed before Abraham, and that it was he whom Abraham 
believed in and was credited as righteous (Gen. 15:6). In other 
words, Jesus was saying that he was the God that Abraham 
worshipped. Literally speaking, the phrase “I am” that is found 
here in John 8 is the same Greek phrase Ego eimi that is 
found in Exodus 3:14 that God uses when introducing Himself 
to Moses at the burning bush. So there was no confusion 
here- when Jesus said to the people, “before Abraham was, I 
am”, he was clearly and boldly proclaiming to the whole world, 
“I am God.”  
 
 So you see, Jesus did not allow room for any confusion 
as to his true identity. Yes, he was a man. But because of his 
supernatural grand-entrance into the world and the fantastic 
ministry of miracles that followed him, it is obvious that he was 
no ordinary man. And yes, Jesus was a prophet, but unless he  
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was a blaspheming false prophet we have to suggest the 
possibility that he was something more than any prophet that  
had ever come before him. As we seek to respond to this 
ever-important question about the nature and identity of Jesus 
we are left with only two options: either he is God, or he is not. 
 
PROVE YOURSELF 
 
 The Jews of Jesus’ day didn’t take lightly to such 
claims, and as such they demanded proof of his alleged divine 
authority. So they asked him, “What sign can you show us to 
prove your authority to do all this?” His response: “Destroy this 
temple, and I will raise it again in three days” (John 2:18-19).  
 
 The resurrection is the hinge upon which all of Jesus’ 
claims and all of Christian faith hangs. If Jesus did not rise 
from the dead, then he is shown to be a liar and we are found 
to be utterly hopeless (1 Cor. 15:14-18). But because of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are confident in proclaiming 
that he is everything that he claims to be and that our 
salvation lies in faith in his great name.  
 
 “Hold up,” some might say. “Isn’t the whole 
‘resurrection’ idea really a cop-out?” After all, the evidence 
behind the Christian faith is actually lack of evidence, seeing 
as how no one can show you anything tangible to prove that 
Jesus is alive. The grave is, after all, empty, which leaves us 
to demand blind faith in our entire presentation of the gospel, 
right?  
 
 Wrong again.  
 
 “As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we 
have seen and heard”  -Acts 4:20 
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 If you want proof of Jesus, look no further than the 
church itself. Although there is no visible evidence left behind 
by a resurrected Christ, the fact that those men who witnessed  
the crucifixion went on to boldly testify that he had risen is 
undeniable. History tells us that shortly after the death of 
Jesus, a small group of men went out and began teaching and 
preaching about a risen Messiah. Under harsh persecution 
and threats of execution, they pressed on and spread the 
gospel to the ends of the earth. None of them were willing to 
recant, but all were happy to die for what they knew to be true. 
Because of the testimony of those who were there to 
experience a resurrected Jesus, we can be confident when we 
say that we know that everything he said and did is absolutely 
true.  
 
 We know that Jesus Christ lived because he was a 
man, and we know that he lives because he is God.  
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#4. 
 

How Can I be Sure that I’m 
Saved? 

(Can I Know for Certain that I’m Going to Heaven?) 
 
 

 A quick note to the 
reader: this is the most important chapter of the entire 
book, and for obvious reasons. Sure, it’s important for us to be 
able to answer each and every question on the list, but it’s 
safe to say that if we cannot answer this one, none of the 
others will make any difference to us. So if you don’t grasp 
any other point after reading this book, please make sure that 
you understand how to have assurance of salvation. It’s the 
message of the Bible, the fruit of God’s revelation to mankind, 
and the purpose of the coming of Jesus Christ. Everything 
we’ve discussed so far has been in preparation for this key 
question: “What does it mean to be saved? Can I be confident 
that I’m going to heaven when I die?”  
 
 I want you to know right off the bat that the answer is 
that you can know for sure that you are saved. But I also 
understand that sometimes it’s hard to find that assurance, 
because faith is oftentimes a difficult thing to hold onto. When 
life throws curveballs at us, and when we find ourselves 
slipping away from God and doing those things that the Bible 
tells us that we shouldn’t do, it’s easy to doubt and let 
ourselves wonder whether we’re really God’s child at all. It’s 
hard to believe that we’re forgiven and redeemed when our  
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feelings tell us that we’re far from God, but I want to take a 
moment to explain to you how you can go beyond your  
feelings and how you can have full assurance instead of false 
assurance.  
 
What it means to be saved 
 
 The biblical concept of salvation has truly been mudded 
down to become something of a sentimental and emotional 
experience. While it’s true that every Bible-based church still 
embraces and encourages people to place their hope in 
Christ, I believe that for many, there exists a great deal of 
uncertainty and confusion as to what salvation is all about.  
 
 To help clarify the matter, let’s look at Paul’s powerful 
words in Ephesians 2, where he doesn’t mince his words in 
expressing 1) our position before a holy and just God, and 2) 
God’s provision for us through the work of Jesus Christ:  
 
 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and 
sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of 
this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit 
who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also 
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 
flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we 
were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great 
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by 
grace you have been saved.”  
      - Ephesians 2:1-5 
 
Saved From Hell-  
 
The first truth that must be understood when talking about 
being saved is that we must realize that sinners cannot save 
themselves. Many other religious systems offer some sort of  
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“plan of salvation” involving a list of rites or rituals that man 
must perform in order to assist in the work of being  made 
right with God and having your sins forgiven. The Bible, 
however, does not teach any sort of thing. In fact, according to 
the Bible, sinners are called “slaves of sin” (Rom. 6:16-20), 
“enemies of God” (Rom. 5:10), and here in Ephesians Paul 
calls us “dead in transgressions and sins”. That’s a pretty 
pitiful portrait that has been painted of us if you asked me. In 
short, the Bible tells us that mankind is horribly damaged, or 
corrupted, because of sin and is therefore incapable and 
pleasing God and ultimately deserving of eternal punishment.  
 
 To make matters worse, Paul makes this sin problem 
all-inclusive. He says in these verses in Ephesians that “all of 
us” are by nature “deserving of wrath”. In Romans 3 he says 
that “there is no one righteous, no, not even one”, and “all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:10, 
23). Everyone is involved in this great calamity, regardless of 
how good or bad we think we are. Every single individual on 
the face of the planet needs to be saved from the wrath of 
God’s judgment.  
 
 So the first point then is that salvation involves being 
rescued from hell, not simply beings selected for heaven. 
Salvation begins with the understanding that we desperately 
need God’s grace for forgiveness, and that we are doomed to 
destruction without His act of sovereign mercy. 
 
Saved For Heaven- 
 
 As we first saw from the words in Ephesians 2 that, 
without the grace of God in our lives, every person is on the 
path of ultimate damnation apart from divine intervention. But 
when we continue reading we can see that being saved, 
redeemed, and justified by His grace results in a new life and 
future destination for those who believe.  
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 “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the 
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” 
      - Ephesians 2:6-7 
 
 The promise of eternal life in heaven is without a doubt 
the primary motivation for many that come to know Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. And what we read in this passage 
is just one of the many assurances in Scripture that tell us that 
those whom God rescues from punishment are destined for 
Paradise. Jesus assured his disciples that he would prepare a 
special place in the Father’s house for those that believe and 
trust in him (John 14:1-6). In other places we are given the 
beautiful description of a place where suffering and sorrow 
cease and where pain and disease disappear, and where 
peace, joy and gladness last forever (see Rev. 20-22). Indeed, 
heaven is a place where “all things become new”.  
 
Saved by Grace Through Faith- 
 
 Now that we’ve briefly discussed the concept of 
salvation and what it is, the big question becomes, “How does 
it happen?” How does a person who is estranged from God by 
sin suddenly become an object of His love and mercy? What 
is the key to making a child of wrath an adopted child of God? 
The answer to this important question is found in the next few 
verses in Ephesians: 
 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, 
so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.” 
      - Ephesians 2:8-10 
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{We do not work our way to heaven, but we place our 

hope for eternal life in the loving goodness and 
mercy of God through His Son Jesus Christ.} 

 
 The Bible is abundantly clear on showing us the path 
that leads us to heaven. It is not by the amount of effort or 
good deeds done by the person seeking eternal life. Nor is it 
based on our church attendance or how much money is 
donated to charity or how many prayers we pray. Paul echoes 
the same message that Jesus himself said over and over 
again: Salvation is a gift of God’s grace, and is received by 
faith alone. We do not work our way to heaven, but we place 
our hope for eternal life in the loving goodness and mercy of 
God through His Son Jesus Christ.  
 
  “If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith 
and are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in 
him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and 
richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
      - Romans 10:9-13 
 
 Being saved simply means this: We are sinners, and 
God is holy. Apart from the undeserved kindness of our 
Creator we are hopelessly lost and worthy of judgment. 
Knowing our utter helplessness, God chose by His out of the 
goodness of His own heart to send His Son to receive the 
punishment that our sins deserved. And it is in this very act of 
grace- that God has declared us righteous on the basis of the 
sacrifice of Christ- that we believe and are justified. We cannot 
earn it, and we do not deserve it, but we can trust in it.  
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Faith versus feelings 
 
 When we hear someone share the gospel with us, sure, 
it sounds easy enough, doesn’t it? You’re told the story of 
Jesus coming to die for our sins and then somebody quotes 
John 3:16 or some similar verse of Scripture. And then the last 
thing for you to do is to “repeat after me” the ABC’s of 
salvation. Although we understand that being saved is a 
matter of faith, the truth is that sometimes it sounds too simple 
or too good to be true, right?  
 
 I remember my own personal struggles with the 
concept of “placing my faith” in Jesus for my salvation when I 
first gave my life to Christ. The best way to describe it is like 
being a spiritual and emotional Yo-Yo. I would feel so close to 
God after an amazing moment of worship and commitment, 
sensing that the Holy Spirit had done a real work in my heart 
and soul, and I would go out and live my life the best I could 
for Him from that day on… for a little while. Sure enough, as 
quickly as those feelings of love and closeness to God began 
to fade, so did my commitments. Before long I was right back 
to living the life that led me to the cross in the first place.  
 
 This up-and-down pattern caused a lot of problems for 
me early on in my Christian life. I knew what the Bible said 
about being a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17), dying to sin (Rom. 
6:1-4), and that a Christian is supposed to somehow be 
different than before. But for me, it didn’t matter how hard I 
tried to live up to my new identity, I couldn’t keep the spiritual 
flame ignited. I would pray, recommit, study my Bible, and 
everything else I could imagine but I would still burn out. 
Eventually, I began to seriously wonder whether any of this  
was even real to begin with. Maybe I was simply trying to 
convince myself that I was a Christian when in truth I was 
never even saved to begin with.  
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 Maybe you can relate to this scenario. Perhaps you, 
too, have struggled with your own personal assurance of 
salvation, because you don’t always feel as close to God or  
you find that you aren’t as faithful or obedient as you know you 
should be in your commitment to following Christ. Let me tell 
you that if this describes you, I know where you’re coming 
from. I’ve been there myself. And to be honest, I would 
probably still question my own salvation today if I hadn’t finally 
come to understand that faith is not a feeling but a fact.  
 
 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance in what we do not see.”  
      - Hebrews 11:1 
 
 Faith is characterized in the Bible as “confidence” and 
“assurance”. These are solid words, not flimsy and flaky words 
that give the idea that faith is somehow unreliable and 
unstable. Faith is a knowledge of something, a personal 
conviction of belief. We live our lives every day by faith, 
whether we’re Christians or not. We place our faith in our cars 
when we drive them down the road, confident that they won’t 
leave us stranded on the interstate. We have faith that the 
chair we plop down on will hold us up instead of crumbling 
under us, sending us crashing down to the floor. Our faith is 
exercised by our actions. We don’t hesitate in these matters 
because by experience we know that our car or the chair will 
do what it is supposed to do for us.  
 
 But sometimes, as you’re probably aware, that car will 
break down and leave you stranded. Sometimes the chair 
does break under the weight and send us crashing down. 
Although we still put our faith in these things every day, such  
objects have been known to fail. But God never fails (Deut. 
31:6).  
 
 Unlike everything and everyone that has or can let us 
down, salvation is a sure and unwavering promise from God  
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for those who trust in Him. It is sure because its success is 
dependent upon the power of God and not in the weakness of 
man. Cars break down, chairs break, and feelings change 
because they all come from fallible people. But “salvation is of 
the Lord” (Jonah 2:9).  
 
Confidence in christ 
 
 The day that I finally realized that my eternity was 
settled, it was a done deal, I began to enjoy my salvation and 
experience peace in my relationship with God. I started to 
understand that my feelings didn’t change the truth that my 
sins were forgiven and that God’s love for me was real. So for 
those who are reading this that have been struggling with the 
idea of salvation- wondering whether you are truly saved or if 
you’re just fooling yourself- know that God’s promises are 
never dependent upon your good feelings. His love, and the 
gift of eternal life are a sure thing, and no matter if you’re 
riding high on a spiritual wave or you’ve completely bottomed 
out in your walk with the Lord, you’re still forgiven and loved 
and His grace is sufficient in your weakness (2 Cor. 12:9).  
 
 Faith is not about feeling close to God, but about 
knowing that He is with you no matter what happens. Trusting 
in Christ for salvation is a matter of understanding your own 
inability and the grace of God in doing the work that you 
couldn’t do in paying for your sins. When we believe in what 
He has done, we can know that (unlike the chair and the car) 
He is “able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 
to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now 
and forevermore! Amen” (Jude 1:24-25) 
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#5. 

 
Can a Christian Lose  

Their Salvation? 
(Is it Possible for A Saved Person to be Lost Again?) 

 
 

 Let’s start with a 
familiar story- I’m sure we all know that 
guy or girl who went to church one Sunday, or maybe a 
conference or revival, and suddenly did a complete turn-
around in their lives for the good. They were head-over-heels 
in love with Jesus after a moment of sheer clarity. They 
confessed their sin, repented and publically professed Christ 
as Lord of their lives. Perhaps they even got baptized and 
joined the church.  
 
 And as quickly as they came in, they were gone.  
 
 Do you know anyone like that in your church or family? 
I know I can think of a few people in my life that have at one 
time confessed to be Christian who later decided that they it 
just “wasn’t their thing”. Sure, they will say that they were a 
hundred-percent serious the day that they prayed to receive 
Jesus into their hearts, and maybe they still consider 
themselves saved- but they are simply no longer willing to give  
up their lives of personal pleasure for the sake of following 
Christ.  
 
 Or maybe you’ve heard of this story- A strong, faithful 
Christian experiences the most horrific tragedy imaginable,  
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and it shakes him to the very core of his being. Let’s imagine 
the unthinkable scenario of the drunk driver crashing into his 
minivan, killing his pregnant wife and little girl, leaving him to 
grieve the loss of his entire family alone. Or consider the 
young soldier being made witness to the extreme evils of war, 
where innocent lives are brutally taken by the greedy power-
drunk hands of a cruel dictator. The mourning widower and 
the traumatized soldier alike cannot wrap their minds around a 
God that could allow such senseless evil to happen to His 
children, so they vow to deny- even hate- the idea that a God 
like that could exist, let alone worship Him.  
 
Falling away  
 
 Stories like that are more and more common these 
days, with pastors resigning due to unbelief and seminary 
professors giving in to the inconsistency of the Bible in light of 
modern scientific theory. A sudden crisis of faith has in many 
cases resulted in the “falling away” or “backsliding” of once-
strong believers, leaving many to wonder if a person that was 
once saved can actually lose their salvation.  
 
 Jesus gave a famous parable once about the seed and 
a sower (Mat. 13:1-23; Luke 8:1-13). He spoke of the 
scattering of seed upon four different types of soil. The seed 
that fell along the path was immediately eaten by the birds; the 
seed that fell on rocky soil did not last because it never took 
root; seeds sown among the thorns failed to produce because 
it was choked out; and only the good soil produced fruit from 
the seeds sown in it.  
 
 Interestingly enough, this is one of the few parables in 
which we are given a clear explanation of the meaning. We 
don’t have to speculate as to what the images represent in this 
story. According to Jesus, the seed is the Word of God- and 
let’s not forget that “faith comes by hearing the Word of God”  
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(Romans 10:17). That’s the focus of the entire parable, the 
faith or lack thereof in those to whom God’s Word is given. 
Hence the four soils are to represent four kinds of people and 
their response to God’s Word. The “path” is like those who 
hear and do not receive the message. It falls on “deaf” ears, 
and never even penetrates the surface. The “rocky soil” is the 
person who hears and responds, but because of the 
circumstance of life they quickly fall away and the Word has 
no lasting impact. The same idea goes with the “thorny soil”, 
but instead of the external circumstances of the rocky soil, the 
person represented here suffers from internal worries, pride 
and greed, and therefore doesn’t give God’s Word room 
enough to grow in their hearts. Lastly, the “good soil” is 
reflective of those who embrace the Word by faith and 
produce lasting fruit in their lives as a result.  
 
 But it is the two “soils” in the middle that make people 
wonder, “Did they lose their salvation?” Were those rocky and 
thorny persons saved and then lost again? It’s ironic that, 
though this parable was one of the few that comes with an 
explanation, it is yet one that presents the most confusion. Did 
Jesus suggest here that there are some that can at once 
receive God’s Word in faith and go on to lose it, or have it 
taken from them? Or is it possible for a person to make a 
decision for Christ and change their minds and forfeit eternal 
life? Or does this parable, along with the rest of Scripture, tell 
us something different about faith and salvation?  
 
Understanding Salvation-  
 
 In this parable, Jesus not only explained the nature of 
the heart (the soil), but also the purpose of God’s Word (the 
seed). Just as faith comes by hearing the Word, the Bible 
plainly teaches that God- the sower of the seed- never casts 
out His seed in vain. Isaiah writes: 
 
“As the rain and the snow 
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 come down from heaven, 
and do not return to it 
without watering the earth 
and making it bud and flourish, 
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 
      -Isaiah 55:10-11 
 
 As Jesus further explained that this parable revealed 
God’s purpose in fulfilling prophecy, we need to understand 
that God has a plan in sending out His Word, and that His 
plans will be accomplished. He does not waste seed, but as 
the Great Farmer He casts out his seed with perfect accuracy, 
knowing where it will land and what it will ultimately do. As 
Jesus said, by throwing out the seeds on the various soils, we 
are able to see the condition of the ground upon which it falls.  
 
The Fruit of Faith- 
 
 Before the seed is cast out, the ground by itself 
produces nothing at all. It is only when the seed is applied to 
the soil does any action take place. This goes to show us that 
faith is a result, or a fruit, of God’s Word being sown into the 
hearts of people. Faith comes by hearing the Word of God, 
and it is reasonable to deduce that without the Word, there will 
be no faith.  
 
 This is extremely important to understand when 
thinking about the entire process of salvation. We have to 
think about ourselves in the context of the soil, because this is 
what all of us are in the story of the sower and the seed. Our 
hearts are like the various types of soil- some fertile, some 
hard like the path. God knows our hearts, He made us this 
way. He also possesses the seed in the power of His Word, by  
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which the fruit of faith is produced, leading us to repentance 
and salvation. In essence, we are to see our salvation as 
Jonah recognized it- of the Lord.  
 
Saved by Grace 
 
 Ephesians 2 provides a powerful, yet simple, lesson on 
how a person is brought to faith in Christ. Much like the 
parable of the soils, Paul shows man to be “dead in sin”, or in 
other words naturally infertile, unable to produce the kind of 
fruit that accompanies salvation. He says that people apart 
from God are “children of wrath”, following our sinful desires 
and destined for destruction. Not a very flattering picture at all, 
is it?  
 
 But beginning in verse 4, we see the Sower come in 
and something amazing happens.  
 
 “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” 
      - Ephesians 2:4-5 
 
 In his letter, Paul teaches us that we are saved, not 
because of our own personal goodness or anything of the sort. 
Instead, he says that our salvation is a direct result of God’s 
love, mercy, and amazing grace. When we were still sinners, 
God did the work of taking care of your debt (Rom. 5:8). And 
through His Word, He planted the life-bearing seed into our 
hearts and brought us out of that place of death and into a 
relationship with His Son. This is the most wonderful and 
beautiful truth about God’s relationship with His creatures- that 
He demonstrates His love for us because He wants to, not 
because we somehow deserve or earn it. Because the truth is, 
quite frankly, we can’t.  
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 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by 
works, so that no one can boast.” 
      - Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
 And for good measure, to drive the point home, Paul 
expounds on the message of salvation by grace. He says that 
God redeemed us and brought our dead hearts to life “by 
grace”, and we have received this new life “through faith”- and 
all of it is “the gift of God.” We are saved because of His work 
on the cross and in our hearts, and not because of anything 
good in us. It’s all Him. 
 
 “But I already know this,” you might be thinking. And 
that’s great if you do. But it’s important that we cover this 
before we get to the real question as to whether salvation can 
be lost. We have to recognize what we have and how we’ve 
received it so that we can truly understand what the Bible says 
about the “falling away” from the faith. To be sure, Scripture 
makes it undeniably clear that we are saved totally and 
completely by the will of God, the work of God, and the grace 
of God. Our faith comes from the planting of the Word of God 
into our hearts by the Spirit of God, and the end result is fruit 
for God in the form of good works.  
 
 “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
      - Ephesians 2:10 
 
 At this point the picture, and the illustration presented 
by Jesus’ parable are starting to make sense. When a person 
receives the new life and the gift of the Holy Spirit, they 
literally become a “new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). The old life of 
dead works and hostility toward God are gone, and we are 
given a new nature- complete with a new heart, mind, and 
desire to do the will of our Father. Because of this new nature,  
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we will naturally begin to live a life characterized by good 
works and obedience to God’s Word. The old person is dead, 
and the new person is alive and well thanks to the perfect 
work of God’s grace in salvation. 
 
A perfect savior 
 
 Just as the Bible declares that the initial act of bringing 
a person to saving faith is by the grace of God alone, it also 
teaches that God actively works to keep His children in faithful 
obedience throughout their Christian lives. This is what we call 
the “assurance of faith” (Heb. 10:22). It is the understanding 
that the same power that brought about our redemption, will 
also complete the work of sanctification in our lives. It all 
stands upon our recognition that God’s purposes do not fail, 
and that His promises are always guaranteed. In other words, 
whatever God starts, He finishes.  
 
 Simply read some of the guarantees about God’s 
keeping His children from slipping away:  
 
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters.  And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; 
those he justified, he also glorified.” 
      - Romans 8:28-30 
 
 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard 
the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you 
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised 
Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until 
the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 
praise of his glory” 
      -Ephesians 1:13-14. 
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 “ being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” 
      - Philippians 1:6 
 
 In light of what God’s Word teaches in these verses, we 
know that just as our coming to faith is a result of the 
overwhelming power of the love and grace of God, our 
continuing faith and good works are also a guarantee because 
of the purpose that He has for our lives. We won’t fail, we 
won’t fall, and we won’t lose faith because of the strength that 
rests in Him. In fact, Jesus’ very reputation as our Savior 
depends upon our being kept in his care- and if we fail, he 
fails.  
 
“And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none 
of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 
For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up 
at the last day.” 
      - John 6:39-40 
 
 This is the very will of God for the ministry of His Son, 
not only to save the lost, but to keep those that receive 
salvation. Jesus says that he “shall lose none”, but will “raise 
them up on the last day.” All who believe in Jesus have been 
promised eternal life, because this is the will of the Father to 
the Son. So if anyone suggests that a person can come to 
Christ and then somehow become lost again, they accuse 
Jesus Christ himself of failing to accomplish the will of the 
Father. And that is simply an impossibility for a perfect Savior.  
 
You cannot lose what you do not have 
 
 Now having understood that our faith and fruit as 
Christians all stand as a result of God’s effective work in our 
lives, the question is no longer “can a Christian lose their  
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salvation”. Rather, we ought to ask, “If a person claims faith, 
but fails to produce the kind of life that God guarantees of a 
Christian, was he ever really saved to begin with?”  
 
 Of course, none of us has the honest ability to judge 
whether someone has placed their faith in Jesus Christ; all we 
can do is look at Scripture and allow it to be the judge of us all. 
And in that regard, there is a lot that can be said about those 
who have demonstrated a radical life-change as a result of 
their confession versus those that have only provided lip-
service as a sign of their belief.  
 
 So what do we make of those who have walked away 
because of tragedy or trial? Is it possible that their ability to 
turn from the faith had nothing to do with “losing salvation”, but 
is actually proof of the fact that there was never a true saving 
faith to begin with?  
 
 “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 
dead.”  
      -James 2:17 
  
 Just as there are many examples in Scripture that 
reveal the natural result of faith in Jesus Christ is a changed 
life and good works, the Bible also teaches that the lack of 
these evidences is an indication of a lack of true conversion. 
Jesus said that those who believed in Him would produce 
much fruit (John 15:1-5), and Paul reminded his readers that 
we who were once dead in sin are now to be dead to sin 
(Rom. 6:1-2) So for a believer to be fruitless in his or her 
deeds, or to return to a life of sin after being freed from such 
bondage would be to deny the very nature that they were said 
to possess. And in the apostle John’s words, to turn away 
from the faith and from Christ is a very strong indication that 
they never truly belonged to him in the first place (1 John 2:9).  
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#6. 
 

Does Suicide Send You 
To Hell? 

(Is Killing Yourself an Unforgivable Sin?) 
 
 

 Daphne was a Christian 
her entire adult life. She’d placed her trust in Jesus as Savior 
and Lord when she was a sophomore in high school. Her faith 
led her to a Christian college where she studied cultural 
evangelism, which eventually led her to serving on numerous 
short-term missions projects around the world. Oh, and by the 
way, Daphne also suffered from severe depression and 
anxiety disorder. But no one knew that until after she took her 
own life.  
 
 As sad as this story might be, what is even sadder is 
that this kind of story is not uncommon in our world today. 
Many people battle with depression, and even among 
professing Christians suicide is no longer uncommon. I hear of 
cases all too often of pastors or their family members ending 
their lives because of the hopeless feelings of despair and 
emotional pain. And of course depression is not the only 
catalyst for suicide- physical, sexual, or emotional abuse, 
addictions, and feelings of guilt have also led people to the 
taking that ultimate step in and effort to escape a seemingly 
unending personal battle.  
 
 When tragic moments like these happen, many of us 
wonder about the eternal destiny of such people. I’ve 
personally sat down with the parents of a young man that had 
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{Can a professing Christian have any assurance of 
heaven if they take their own life? Can we as 
believers say with certainty to those who have 

experienced this kind of loss in their family, “your 
loved one is in a better place now”?} 

 
committed suicide and found that they were nearly beyond 
consolation because they believed that by taking his own life 
he had essentially assigned himself to sure damnation. This 
family, longtime members of our church fellowship, couldn’t 
conceive the possibility that their son could stand justified 
before a holy and righteous God when he had done something 
so terrible in his last moment here on earth.  
 
 Can a professing Christian have any assurance of 
heaven if they take their own life? Can we as believers say 
with certainty to those who have experienced this kind of loss 
in their family, “your loved one is in a better place now”? Does 
the Bible clearly give answers to these kinds of questions, or 
are we left simply to wonder and grapple over these difficult 
matters?  
 
The example of judas 
 
 When we think about suicide and the Bible, most of us 
immediately point at Judas Iscariot as a primary example to 
learn from. After all, there are few more famous (or should I 
say infamous) instances in all of Christianity that are cited on 
the subject of suicide than him. If we want to know what God 
thinks about taking one’s own life or how we are to respond to 
it, we tend to look at what is said about Judas for answers.  
 
 The story is all too familiar. The gospels tell of Judas, 
one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, agreeing to betray his Teacher 
and hand him over to the authorities for a measly thirty silver 
coins. After he performs his scandalous act, he then regrets  
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his decision once he realizes that the Jews were going to have 
Jesus put to death. He tries to reverse the situation, but no 
one would hear him out. In the end, as the Bible tells us, 
Judas’ remorse and guilt led him to hang himself (Mat. 27:3-5; 
Acts 1:15-20).  
 
 We know that Judas was one of the twelve chosen to 
follow Jesus. We know that he shared in the work of the 
disciples’ ministry, and that he heard and witnessed the work 
of Christ. So it is difficult to fathom how he could have not 
believed like the rest, and even more unfathomable how he 
could have yet been saved after such an ending to his story. 
After all, Jesus himself spoke of Judas betrayal in these 
powerful terms: woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! 
It would be better for him if he had not been born” (Mat. 
26:24).  
 
 In the case of our question, however, Judas’ story isn’t 
the best example to determine whether a Christian can be 
saved after suicide. The reason for this is because, although 
Judas may have been called to follow Jesus, he was never 
said to have possessed saving faith to begin with. As we’ve 
explained in previous chapters, true faith is highlighted by 
good works, repentance from sin, and perseverance through 
trial. Judas, although he was in the company of Christ and 
was chosen, was also said to have been a “devil” (John 6:67-
71). We also see that unlike the other disciples, Judas was a 
thief who did not care about the poor (John 12:6). The most 
obvious passage referring to Judas’ spiritual condition though 
is in Jesus’ prayer for his disciples in John 17: 
 
 “While I was with them, I protected them and kept them 
safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except 
the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled.” 
       - John 17:12 
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 Remember when we read of Jesus’ promise to fulfill the 
Father’s will in keeping those that are his and losing none of 
them? Yet here we read that Judas was lost. There is no 
clearer evidence to indicate that Judas was never truly saved 
than the fact that Jesus declares him as being lost and 
“doomed to destruction”.  
 
A better question-  
 
 Recognizing that we cannot really look at the story of 
Judas as an example of “Christian suicide” to find answers, 
perhaps we should consider another way to think about the 
question. When we’re struggling over the issue of a believer 
committing suicide, the problem we face is essentially a matter 
over whether that person has been or can be forgiven for such 
a sin. In other words, is suicide unforgivable? Some people 
believe that the answer is “yes”. And it is in my experience that 
there are two primary explanations for that belief, so let us 
look at each one in close detail so that we might understand 
what the Bible really teaches.  
 
You Cannot Ask for Forgiveness- 
 
 The first common response for those who believe that 
suicide is a surety for hell goes something like this: “If a 
person kills themselves, they can’t repent or ask for 
forgiveness because they’re dead. And obviously, suicide is 
sin, and you cannot enter heaven with sin; therefore, suicide 
sends you to hell.”  
 
 Basically, the thought is that a person must have a 
clean slate the moment they die in order to be prepared for 
heaven. In the Catholic faith, this is a very important teaching, 
which is why you often hear of priests performing the “last 
rites” with dying people. Every sin that can be remembered is 
confessed so that it can be absolved, and then there are 
prayers that might have been forgotten that are acknowledged  
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through other special prayers. Only through this kind of 
confession can there be any confidence when preparing to 
meet the Lord.  
 
 From a biblical standpoint, though, there are a few 
glaring problems with this viewpoint. First, we are forced to 
assume that everyone has the privileged opportunity to sit and 
try to remember every single sin and then repent of them 
before they die. Obviously that doesn’t happen for everyone. 
What about those who die suddenly, perhaps in a car accident 
or something like that? What if, just before the moment of 
impact, a Christian used the Lord’s name in vain and never 
had the chance to ask forgiveness? Or what about a Christian 
that struggled all their life with alcoholism and drug addiction, 
and one fateful night took a lethal combination of drink and 
prescription drugs? Would they be forever banished because 
their entrance into eternity was through the doorway of sin? Or 
maybe someone didn’t die in the midst of committing sin, but 
they indeed had some unknown or unremembered sin that 
they had yet to confess- would they stand condemned 
because they never repented of those things forgotten?  
 
 The truth is, if we were to take this kind of position we 
would have to conclude that the great majority of Christians 
would be in serious danger when they die. We all sin, and 
most of us would be quick to admit that there are probably 
sins that have gone unconfessed, simply because we’ve either 
forgotten about them or we committed them without even 
realizing that we were sinning. But does the Bible teach that if 
we pass into eternity without confessing every single sin in our 
lives that we are doomed for destruction?  
 
 “But when this priest had offered for all time one 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, and 
since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his 
footstool. For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy. 
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The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 
“This is the covenant I will make with them 
after that time, says the Lord. 
I will put my laws in their hearts, 
    and I will write them on their minds.” 
Then he adds: 
“Their sins and lawless acts 
    I will remember no more.” 
And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no 
longer necessary.” 
      - Hebrews 10:12-18 
 
  This passage from Hebrews speaks directly about the 
sacrifice of Jesus and what was accomplished on the cross of 
Calvary. Here, we can understand the depth and meaning 
behind his final words, “It is finished” (John 19:30). In 
presenting the perfect, once-for-all sacrifice for sins, Jesus 
Christ completed the work required to justify sinners before a 
holy God. In this work, the writer says that Jesus has “made 
perfect forever those who are being made holy”. And who are 
these people? The answer: those whom the Lord puts His 
laws into their “hearts” and “minds”- believers who have 
placed their faith in Jesus Christ and have received the Holy 
Spirit. And it is this group of people whose sins God “will 
remember no more”, and for whom “sacrifice for sin is no 
longer necessary.”  
 
 That last part is crucial in understanding what the Bible 
truly says about God’s dealing with the sins of Christians. 
Basically, the perfect work of Christ is applied to the account 
of those who believe in Him, and these people are “made 
perfect forever” by that sacrifice. Notice that he says that he 
“has made” them perfect- past tense. This means that Christ’s 
work is sufficient to cover the past, present, and future sins of 
God’s people. Forgiveness is a done deal. To further 
emphasize the fact that Christ’s work of paying for sins is  
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complete, the passage notes that “he sat down”, showing that 
the work for us is complete.  
 
 Just a few other verses that emphasize this truth:  
 
 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so 
that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his 
wounds you have been healed.” 
      - 1 Peter 2:24 
 
 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.” 
      - 1 John 1:7-9 
 
 The key point is that we must recognize the 
accomplishment of the cross, the fact that it is a finished work. 
Christ did not die for only some of the sins of his people, but 
for all of them. This includes all that we had done before we 
believed, and the sins we are sure to commit in the future. He 
does not need to run back to the altar and pay for the things 
that we do and forget to confess, nor are we doomed to suffer 
for the things that we fail to remember. Because the sacrifice 
of Jesus guarantees to make every believer completely 
righteous through its own perfection.  
 
The Unforgivable Sin- 
 
 Scripture does talk about a particular sin that God will 
not forget, and this sometimes causes some confusion and 
discomfort for Christians. They are afraid that they could 
possibly commit this grave sin and be eternally damned, and 
this fear only exists out of not knowing what the unpardonable  
 

57 
 



       Top Ten Toughest Questions for Christians TOP
10 

  
 
sin actually is. Because of this misunderstanding, many have 
suggested that suicide is that sin that cannot be forgiven. So 
let us look at the passage that discusses this issue directly: 
 
 “Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins 
and every slander they utter, but whoever blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an 
eternal sin.” 
      - Mark 3:28-29 
 
 Matthew 12 and Mark 3 both have specific references 
to Jesus’ teaching about “blasphemy of the Holy Spirit”, and 
he labels this as being the sin that cannot be forgiven. There 
isn’t much beyond these few short passages that tell us what 
is meant by blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, but that doesn’t 
mean that we cannot decipher the message and grasp the 
meaning.  
 
 First, we simply look at the words of the phrase itself. 
We know exactly what blasphemy is, because this particular 
word is found in abundance throughout both the Old and New 
Testaments. The Bible defines blasphemy as a general term 
meaning “defiant irreverence” or to willfully degrade the things 
of God or to attribute the works of God to the devil. In other 
words, blasphemy is to curse God either by word or deed.  
 
 We also have a clear picture to know who the Holy 
Spirit is and what purpose He serves in the world. He is God 
by nature and works within creation to bring glory to God in 
various ways. In the lives of humans, the Holy Spirit reveals 
the truth of God’s Word and of the salvation wrought by Jesus 
Christ. His work involves convicting of sin, and calling people 
to faith and repentance (John 15:26-16:15).  
 
 With this knowledge in mind, we can read what Jesus 
teaches in the passage directly referring to the unpardonable 
sin and begin to understand what it really is. In the context of  
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the chapter, Jesus is seen being accused of performing 
miracles by the power of Satan. In response, he explains the 
obvious problems with their accusation- why would Satan 
want to drive out his own demons? More important than this, 
though, was the fact that the Pharisees, people who knew of 
the prophecies of the coming Messiah, did not recognize the 
Son of God even though he was standing right in front of 
them. Jesus had been working wonders and preaching the 
good news of the Kingdom of God, and not only were they 
blindly denying him, they were rejecting him.  
 
 Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is simply a refusal to 
accept the truth about God, truth that leads us to embrace 
Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives. The Holy Spirit’s job is to 
reveal the truth of God’s Word to us and call us to repent of 
our sins and turn to God for salvation. His work in our hearts is 
essential to being forgiven, because it is through His work that 
we understand our need for forgiveness. So to reject and 
refuse Him is to reject the conviction that is brought into our 
hearts, which leaves us in a state of unrepentance and 
spiritual rebellion. If a person refuses to submit to the Holy 
Spirit’s convicting work in their hearts, then they obviously 
cannot be forgiven, because they will never ask for 
forgiveness.  
 
Saved for something special 
 
 Christians that have succumbed to depression or 
emotional battles are just as forgiven as those that have died 
in the midst of unconfessed sin. Our salvation is based on the 
perfect and complete work of Jesus Christ, independent of our 
ability to remember and respond to every individual 
transgression. We live each day under God’s immeasurable 
grace, and our future glory is secure in the knowledge that we 
are righteous because of what Jesus has done for us in 
paying for all of our sins- past, present, and future.  
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 That being said, the Bible never gives us the 
assumption that we are allowed to sin simply because they 
have already been taken care of. In fact, Paul addresses the 
idea and teaches the exact opposite when he says, “Shall we 
go on sinning, that grace may increase? By no means! We are 
those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” 
(Rom. 6:1-2) 
 
 For a Christian to consider suicide (or any sin that gives 
the illusion of creating a better outcome), they are 
demonstrating a terrible lack of faith in God’s ability to meet 
their needs and work a miracle in their lives. If we take our 
circumstances into our own hands instead of trusting God to 
move the mountains that we cannot climb, we are not only 
saying to God that we don’t trust Him like we should, we are 
robbing ourselves of the opportunity to be an amazing 
testimony of God’s grace and strength to those that might be 
watching us.  
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#7. 
 

What About Those Who 
Have Never Heard? 

(Does God Send People To Hell Even if they’ve Never 
Heard the Gospel?) 

 
 

 Statistics have always 
intrigued me. For some reason, it seems like facts carry so 
much more weight if you can put numbers behind whatever 
claims are being made. If I was told about the percentage of 
vehicular deaths that were directly related to those who didn’t 
wear a seatbelt, I’d be more inclined to buckle up every time I 
got in the car. If you told me that ninety percent of my 
contributions went directly to the needs of Charity A while over 
half of my contributions went to the overhead of Charity B, I 
would quickly choose A over B.  
 
 In fact, it was the statistical reports given by World 
Vision’s presentation that led our youth group to participate in 
the 30-Hour Famine this year. Hearing about the nearly 
20,000 children that die each year due to malnutrition pretty 
much demands an action from those who are able to help, 
does it not? In the same way, it was the numbers that spurred 
me to go on my first mission trip. In 1999, voodoo practice 
dominated the country and less than ten percent professed to 
be Protestant Christians. In many ways, it seems to me that 
statistics take a distant fact and makes it a tangible, visible 
reality.  
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 The most mind-blowing, gut-wrenching statistic that 
should send shockwaves through the souls of all believers is 
that of the 2.7 billion people from over 6,800 people groups 
that have never heard the gospel. Understand, this is not the 
number of people that have rejected Christ, but a staggering 
one-third of the earth’s population that has never heard the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Here in America, it’s almost 
unimaginable that there are actually entire civilizations out 
there that no nothing of the Bible, the Christ, or the cross- but 
this is the tragic reality of our world.  
 
The narrow way 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life; no one comes to the Father except through me” (John 
14:6). As Christians, we know and cherish this truth. We 
preach and proclaim this truth. We believe this truth beyond all 
other truths. But when we allow ourselves to consider this 
truth in light of the billions who live and die without ever 
hearing the precious Name of Jesus, we are conflicted. What 
happens to them? Does God really mean what He says about 
there being no other way? Did Peter consider those that would 
never hear when he said that there is “no other name” by 
which men may be saved (Acts 4:12)? 
 
  Paul seemed to consider this same dilemma when he 
wrote in Romans 10: 
 
 “for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.” How, then, can they call on the one they have not 
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom 
they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!” 
      - Romans 10:13-15 
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 While the Bible remains silent or vague on certain 
issues, it is abundantly clear on others. One of these is the 
way and means of salvation. Apart from faith in Jesus, a 
person has no hope for eternal life. Faith comes by hearing 
and believing in the gospel, and according to Paul, if that 
message is not preached, then people will not hear and 
believe in the only Name by which to be saved. The Bible 
assures us that there is only one gospel, one Name, and one 
way to heaven- no alternate routes are provided for those who 
have not heard.  
 
Innocent via Ignorance?- 
 
 I remember one Sunday evening when I was asked to 
speak at a church about a recent mission trip to Haiti. During 
the trip we had the opportunity to visit a small village deep into 
the mountain, far from any populated area. These families had 
never spoken to Christians and had never heard any of the 
wonderful stories from the Bible. Our team introduced them to 
the gospel through songs and dramatic performances, and 
many of the villagers gave their lives to Christ that day.  
 
 As I shared that story with the church that evening, I 
read from the same passage in Romans 10 that was 
referenced earlier, and said that “millions of people are out 
there dying and going to hell, and they’ve never heard the 
name of Jesus.”  
 
 “Well, don’t you believe that God is fair- that he 
wouldn’t judge someone guilty if they’ve never been given the 
chance to repent and believe?”  
 
 Linda, one of the church members where I was 
speaking, stood up and confronted me with this problem. It’s a 
problem that many of us have when we consider the idea that 
people will be sent to hell although they’ve never heard the  
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gospel. Couldn’t God simply grant an exception in their 
particular case? After all, if they don’t know and are never 
given the chance to respond to the message, then they aren’t 
necessarily accountable, are they?  
 
 While that seems to make a lot of sense in some ways, 
it creates some real problems when we try to stand it against 
Scripture. If we believe that God makes allowances for the 
billions that have never heard the gospel, we’re pretty much 
saying that ignorance is bliss- people are ultimately innocent 
until told that they’re guilty before God and in need of a Savior. 
This notion totally assaults the purpose of preaching and takes 
the Great Commission and turns it into an evil command. 
Think about it- if everyone in the 10/40 window (this is the 
geographical area where the majority of the world’s unreached 
people groups live) can actually be saved by not hearing 
about Jesus, why would any of us want to go and preach to 
them, forcing them into personal accountability and throwing 
their eternal destiny into limbo? Why, if people are bound for 
heaven as long as they don’t know the gospel, would Jesus 
command us to “go into all the world” and make disciples? If 
the popular idea that Linda presented were actually true, then 
the most loving thing that we as Christians could do for the 
world would be to keep quiet about what we know. But the 
Bible plainly tells us that we are to go to everyone and 
introduce them to the truth about Jesus Christ- the only Name 
that brings salvation, and the only way to the Father.  
 
Fairness and justice 
 
 Immediately when people hear the notion that God 
would condemn those that have never heard the gospel, most 
of us are repelled at such a thought. We don’t see that as an 
act of fairness on God’s part toward those who are being 
damned without any choice. We don’t understand how God 
can truly be “just” in punishing people without ever granting  
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them the opportunity to repent of their sins. Indeed, there 
seems to be a pretty big problem with this picture. But let me 
suggest that the problem is not with God’s fairness or justice, 
but with our understanding of what is fair and just.  
 
 When we demand that God be fair and just to 
everyone, we need to be careful what we ask for. Because the 
truth is, God is not obligated to offer salvation to anyone. If 
God wanted to, he would be completely justified in 
condemning every human on the planet for their sinfulness 
and rebellion towards Him. And although we think it unfair for 
Him to allow some of us to hear and respond to the gospel 
while leaving others to live and die without ever knowing about 
Jesus, we have to ask ourselves why we think God has to 
show the same amount of grace to everyone equally. If God is 
required by law to do the same for one as He does for 
another, is grace any longer a “free gift”? It is no longer a thing 
that God does in accordance with His own love and goodness, 
but an action that is demanded in order to satisfy how we think 
He should behave. But the truth is, God has never shown us 
that He is required to be “fair” in giving out grace, although He 
does say that He will be just.  
 
 So is it “just” for God to punish those who have never 
heard? Can anyone be considered guilty before God if He has 
never revealed Himself to them? A better question would be, 
is there anyone on earth to whom He has not revealed 
Himself?  
 
 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be 
known about God is plain to them, because God has made it 
plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s 
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been  
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made, so that people are without excuse.” 
      - Romans 1:18-20 
  
 In Christian theology, the doctrine of revelation is 
divided into two categories: general revelation and special 
revelation. Basically this explains the difference between what 
everyone knows about God versus what those who have been 
given insight about His law and the gospel. Those who have 
been given special revelation are those that have a knowledge 
of His Word and His Son and have therefore been able to 
respond and enter into a personal relationship with God. 
General revelation, on the other hand, expresses the 
understanding that everyone has been given about God 
through nature itself. In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he 
explains general revelation as man’s natural ability to 
recognize the existence of a Creator in light of creation. 
People are forced to recognize and acknowledge God’s 
sovereign power simply because He reveals Himself through 
what He has made in the universe.  
 
 In other words, there are no such things as atheists.  
 
 By way of this general revelation, mankind as a whole 
is accountable for what they know about God and how they 
respond to His existence. Because the Bible clearly teaches 
that there is no one that does not have the ability to know that 
there is a God, no one can claim ignorance in His presence.  
 
“For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed 
to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human 
being and birds and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave 
them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual 
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 
They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped 
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 and served created things rather than the Creator—who is 
forever praised. Amen.” 
      - Romans 1:21-25 
 
 Once Paul has presented the case for God’s general 
revelation to all of humanity, he goes on to explain how every 
man responds to this knowledge of the Creator. Remembering 
that everyone is a product of Adam, mankind is a fallen 
creature bent on disobedience. Although we know what we 
should do, we always do the things that we shouldn’t. Mankind 
is by nature a sinner, and no one is exempt from the fall. 
Although everyone is given the revelation of God’s power and 
sovereignty, the Bible teaches that everyone rejects Him in 
favor of serving and worshipping ourselves and our sin.  
 
 And so this is the dilemma: There are billions of people 
in the world today that do not have the gospel, yet all of 
humanity possesses a knowledge of God because God has 
made Himself known in His creation. Yet regardless of general 
revelation or special revelation, all men reject and refuse to 
honor and obey Him. Therefore, God is completely justified in 
judging all men alike, whether they’ve heard of Christ or not, 
all are guilty of sinning against the One true God (Rom. 3:10-
23).  
 
The real problem 
 
 No doubt it is alarming, disturbing, and heart-breaking 
to think of the mass of people that are going daily into eternity 
without hearing the message of Jesus Christ. I never want to 
minimize that issue. But there is a bigger problem that needs 
to be highlighted even more. It is this problem that ultimately 
leads to the tragedy of so many that do not know Christ- the 
absolute complacency of Christians who know the gospel yet 
refuse to fulfill the Great Commission. I’m not the only one 
aware of the statistics, and of the 10/40 window where there 
are fewer than 2-percent evangelical Christians living among 
more than 2 billion lost souls. Many believers know of the 
problem, and yet so few are willing to do anything about it.  
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 When we ask questions like this, and we speculate 
over what God will do with all of those who never hear of 
Christ, we are essentially asking a “tree falling in the forest” 
kind of question. Not only is there no clear answer, but no 
answer that is given is going to make any real difference. 
We’d like to think that all of those people are going to be okay, 
because that would remove personal responsibility and 
accountability away from us. But just as the Bible doesn’t 
provide comfort in telling us that God will not judge the lost 
and unreached peoples of the world, neither does it tell us that 
we are not make every effort to reach and preach to those 
people, either.  
 
 So whenever you are engaged in a conversation and 
questions like these come up, do not allow someone to deflect 
from the real issue at stake. We cannot dwell on the 
hypothetical problem of someone who has yet to hear and 
how God will deal with them; we have to wrestle with our own 
responsibility to make sure that everyone in our “window” has 
been presented with the truth of the gospel and ask the 
question, “What will you do now that you have heard?”  
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#8. 
 

Why Doesn’t God Always 
Answer Prayer? 

(Why Does it Seem Like God sometimes isn’t Listening?) 
 
 

 It was a tumor. My mother had been 
visiting doctors for several years, and in three different states. 
She had been suffering from severe migraines and had begun 
losing her memory and going blind in her right eye. No one 
could figure out what was wrong until she saw a specialist that 
just happened to perform the right kind of test to discover a 
large mass on the inside of her skull that had grown to the 
point that it was now pressing against her brain. It was pretty 
bad, and it was going to have to come out.  
 
 When the doctors sat down with my family to discuss 
what was going to have to be done, needless to say there was 
a great deal of fear and uncertainty. The surgery was going to 
be invasive, and there was the real possibility that my mom 
would come away with some lasting disabilities. Our church 
started a prayer chain, asking for God’s intervention and 
healing. Many folks had already been praying for years 
already, but my mom kept suffering with this ailment. 
Eventually, she underwent four different operations to remove 
the tumor and a third of her skull, and to reconstruct her head 
and face. The entire ordeal took a great toll on my family, and 
although she no longer suffers from memory loss or 
headaches, my mom will always bear the marks of the tumor 
that couldn’t be prayed away.  
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{Doesn’t the Bible promise that if we pray, asking 
anything from the Lord according to His will, that He 

will hear us… if we believe? Isn’t there somewhere 
where Jesus says that if we have enough faith that 

we can move mountains? Nothing is impossible for those 
who believe, right? } 

 
 While many of us see how God did in fact bring healing 
to my mom through the hands of the physicians, some people 
have asked us why God didn’t somehow deliver her from 
having to go through all that she did. After all, my mom has 
been a faithful servant of the Lord for decades, teaching 
Sunday school and singing in the choir, tithing every week and 
blessing everyone she meets. Why couldn’t God do for her 
what she asked? Surely touching her body and bringing 
immediate healing was within His sovereign power, and would 
have been an amazing testimony to all of those who would 
have witnessed such a miracle.  
 
 Doesn’t the Bible promise that if we pray, asking 
anything from the Lord according to His will, that He will hear 
us… if we believe? Isn’t there somewhere where Jesus says 
that if we have enough faith that we can move mountains? 
Nothing is impossible for those who believe, right?  
 
Spongebob prayers 
 
 So often we misunderstand the concept of prayer and 
end up extremely discouraged because we don’t see the 
results we’ve come to expect from our conversations with 
God. We’ve been bombarded with televangelists and feel-
good books and songs telling us that all we have to do is 
recite certain passages, remind God of His Word (as if He 
forgets), and sincerely mean it in our hearts then we can be 
confident that our prayers will be answered according to 
whatever we ask for.  
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 Growing up in a house full of kids it’s not uncommon to 
find our television tuned in to Nickelodeon’s Spongebob 
Squarepants. Okay I’ll admit it, I sometimes find myself 
watching it even when the kids aren’t here. It’s downright 
entertaining, even if there’s not much in the way of productive 
substance to the show. But sometimes- and maybe it’s just me 
reading too much into a children’s cartoon- I find the 
occasional subtle message that really makes for the perfect 
illustration. 
 
 There was a particular episode where Spongebob and 
Patrick were charged with the task of digging a wishing well. 
Mr. Krabs thought that he could make a good profit by having 
a spot where gullible guests could come and toss coins in 
hopes of having their wishes granted. Although Krabs 
obviously didn’t believe in magic, Spongebob and Patrick did. 
And so when they began digging, they were also looking for 
“the magic”. Sure enough, once they dug deep enough, 
believed strong enough, and with a pinch of magic, all of their 
wishes started to come true.  
 
 The unfortunate truth is that many people are 
susceptible to schemes that promise riches and rewards for 
the price of a little faith and effort. Just as everyone in town 
started casting coins into the well to receive their dreams, 
many of us have taken to the same formula to have our 
prayers answered. Yet unlike in the cartoon, it doesn’t seem to 
matter how many coins we toss in, how deep we dig or how 
strongly we believe, heaven remains silent. And the tragic 
reality is that for most, this silence from God shakes- and 
sometimes breaks- or faith in His promises.  
 
But Didn’t He Promise? 
 
 The difficulties begin with what we read about prayer in 
Scripture. The Bible contains numerous passages where God  
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is said to guarantee answer to those who pray in faith. A few 
of those familiar passage are listed here: 
 
 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “Truly I tell you, if 
anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the 
sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what 
they say will happen, it will be done for them. Therefore I tell 
you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours.” 
      - Mark 11:22-24 
 
 
 “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it.” 
      - John 14:13-14 
 
 When we come across verses like these where the 
Bible seemingly clearly makes promises to answer the prayers 
of those who ask in faith in the name of Jesus, we are deeply 
troubled when our situation goes unchanged or the outcome is 
the exact opposite of what we requested from God. Often, our 
conclusion is like those who told my mother, “You obviously 
didn’t have enough faith”, or like what Spongebob told the 
people of Bikini Bottom, “Maybe you didn’t dig deep enough.” 
 
 We’ve somehow taken this thing called prayer and 
turned it into a formula that is supposed to give us what we 
want, whenever we want it. Whenever our circumstances are 
not pleasant or convenient, we think that we should be able 
just run  back to verses like these and hold God to His Word 
so that we can demand His blessings and abundance in our 
lives. And although the Bible does promise that God will 
answer those who pray in faith in Jesus’ name, our real-life 
experience doesn’t always seem to match up with what we 
read. So sometimes we’re left wondering, “Did we miss 
something?” 
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When God seems silent 
 
 Why do prayers sometimes go unanswered? How is it 
that the Bible can give such apparently clear promises that are 
often unrealized in our lives? Does God’s lack of response 
reveal some kind of inability or deficiency on His part? Could it 
possibly be that He really doesn’t hear us, or worse, He 
doesn’t care?  
 
 Or could the answer be much simpler? Is it possible 
that the problem isn’t with the promise, but rather with our 
understanding of the nature of prayer and with what God is 
telling us in some of these beloved and oft-quoted passages 
about answering prayer? The truth is, although we love to 
stand on the promises of Scripture because we know that God 
is said to be faithful to keep His Word, we don’t often read the 
fine print that speaks of our own responsibility in the matter. 
Although the Bible is full of precious promises for the believer, 
many of these promises are only guaranteed if certain 
conditions are first met in us. These promises are called 
conditional promises, which means that we cannot simply 
“name and claim” them without first meeting His requirements. 
And I believe that once we start to look more closely at some 
of these promises about prayer and recognize the conditions 
attached to them, we will begin to understand why so many 
times we do not see the response we expect.  
 
Unconfessed Sin- 
 
 In Mark 11 above, we read of Jesus’ promise that those 
who ask anything in prayer will receive whatever they ask as 
long as the prayer is asked in faith. Most people would 
recognize such a passage if it were quoted to them. However, 
how many of us could quote the verses that follow right after? 
Probably not very many, but it is these verses where we find 
the condition for the prayer of faith, and Jesus’ warning about 
having unconfessed sin in our hearts.  
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 “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything 
against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven 
may forgive you your sins.” 
      - Mark 11:25 
 
 Jesus had taught similar lessons throughout the 
gospels, explaining that those who held grudges or 
unforgiveness towards others would not be forgiven by God 
(Mat. 6:15, 8:35). Forgiveness towards those that have 
wronged us is expected of those that have experienced the 
forgiveness of God in Christ (Eph. 4:32), and refusing to bury 
the hatchet is not in accordance with the character of a 
believer. So when we harbor resentment or animosity towards 
others, we hinder our own relationship with God and our 
prayer life is damaged. David recognized this when he said in 
Psalm 66:18, “If I cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would 
not have heard me.”  
 
Selfish Motives- 
 
 Jesus promised his disciples that if we ask anything in 
his name, we can be sure that we will have it. Many of us take 
that promise to heart and we wind up treating our prayer time 
like a holiday wish list. I don’t think our problem is so much 
with what we’re praying for, because we surely ask God for 
things in our lives; I think the problem stems from why we’re 
asking for these things.  
 
 “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures.” 
       - James 4:3 
 
 Of course Jesus said that if we ask anything in his 
name he would give it to us. But in that same passage he tells 
us that in doing so “the Father may be glorified in the son”. 
This leads us to ask, what glorifies God? Is God glorified in  
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satisfying all of our earthly desires? Is God’s main priority 
making sure that you are always happy and that every minor 
inconvenience is removed from your life? Or rather, is God 
interested in conforming your heart to His will, and 
transforming your life in such a way that your primary objective 
is to reflect Jesus’ love and compassion to the world? You 
see, these are the kinds of prayers that Jesus suggested 
would be asked by those that were doing his works (John 
14:12), and the kinds of prayers that he would be happy to 
answer.  
 
What about the “good” prayers? 
 
 Granted that we understand the conditions for having 
our prayers heard and are living in such a way as to honor 
Him, we’re left to wonder, “What about the prayers that are 
obviously in the will of God? Why doesn’t He answer those?” 
Christians are often troubled at the reality that sometimes 
prayers for lost loved ones, sick family members, and church 
unity and revival go without a positive response from above. 
We’re sure that God is interested in seeing things like world 
hunger and war come to an end, yet nothing is changing even 
though thousands have been brought together in banded 
petition over these issues. What are we to make of this? Let 
me offer a few thoughts regarding the apparent silence such 
cases:  
 
Maybe You Are the Answer- 
 
 Perhaps you’ve prayed for a long time for a friend or 
family member that is not a Christian, and you’re constantly 
asking God to open his or her heart so that they may be 
saved. We know that these kinds of prayers are good and 
pleasing to God, but nevertheless you have yet to see any 
change in the person’s life. Could it be that while you’re 
waiting on God to perform some sort of spiritual awakening in 
your loved one’s heart and soul, God is waiting for you to take  
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the message of the gospel to them so that they can come to 
faith in Him? 
 
 Or what about the world hunger crisis? Our church has 
participated numerous times in World Vision’s campaign to 
raise money to help in the relief efforts. Every time I think 
about the magnitude of the problem in third-world countries, I 
can’t help but wonder how much of a difference can a few 
dollars really make and whether our prayers can even make a 
difference. But the more shocking truth is that, although many 
of us pray that God will somehow bring an end to the 
starvation and suffering of the millions who go hungry every 
day, God has already provided a means within His church to 
be the answer to our own prayers! A study was done by a 
prominent evangelical group a few years ago that revealed the 
following: If each Christian in American would tithe ten percent 
of their income faithfully for just one year, not only would every 
American church be debt-free, but there would be enough 
money to feed every starving person in the world for more 
than five years.  
 
 So is it possible that God has provided the means to 
answer our prayers in us, but we simply don’t realize it?  
 
God is Changing You, Not the Circumstances 
 
 Most of us wrongly view prayer as a means by which 
we can go to God in order to fix our problems and improve our 
situations. But prayer is so much more than that. According to 
Scripture, God has opened the lines of communication so that 
we can fellowship with Him and learn from Him, eventually 
becoming more and more like Him. There are countless 
examples of moments where the great men of faith were faced 
with illnesses and ailments, insurmountable odds and 
challenges, fears and doubts that forced them to their knees in 
prayer. And as they communed with God we find that the 
ultimate purpose for these trials was not so that they could ask  

76 
 



       Top Ten Toughest Questions for Christians TOP
10 

  
 
for God’s intervention and witness a miraculous outcome, but 
rather that they could learn a valuable lesson in faith, 
patience, or perseverance themselves.   
 
 God uses difficult challenges in our lives to bring us to a 
place of deep and honest prayer. He uses prayer as a means 
of communication that leads us to spiritual transformation. It’s 
only when we allow God to change our hearts and minds that 
we can begin to offer up prayers that are less about our wants 
and more about His will. The better we know Him, the more 
we begin to think like Him and the more effective our own 
prayers become.  
 
God is not absent 
 
 I’ve heard countless atheists and skeptics point to the 
same verses that we’ve discussed about the promise of 
answered prayer as a way to try and prove that either God 
doesn’t exist or that the Bible is unreliable. They say things 
like, “See! The Bible says that God will answer your prayers, 
and He’s not doing it. So either God isn’t real, or the Bible isn’t 
true.” Statements like this only go to show how little some 
people know about both God and the Bible. 
 
 As much as the Bible teaches about God’s promise to 
answer prayer, it is also provides a very honest and accurate 
approach to the experiences we will have in our own prayer 
lives. Even the most faithful and committed followers of God in 
Scripture had seasons of unanswered prayer. King David, the 
“man after God’s own heart”, who taught us of God’s unfailing 
love and faithfulness in the Psalms, had his prayers for the 
healing of his son fall on deaf ears. Although he had prayed 
for God’s deliverance and divine intervention many times in 
the past, and had seen God do wonderful works in his life, no 
amount of pleading and praying kept his child from dying. Our 
Lord Jesus himself, when asking God to deliver him from the  
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coming suffering of the cross, did not receive permission to 
take another way. It is in examples like these that we learn 
that God accomplishes His greater purposes in our lives by 
giving us what we need rather than what we prefer. 
Sometimes He says “yes”, sometimes He says “no”, and 
sometimes He says “wait”. But God always responds in the 
best way.  
 
 At the end of the day, no matter what we pray, we must 
remember that prayer is God's method for drawing us closer to 
Himself, and not a tool for getting us what we want. And no 
matter what the response, we must trust that He is good and 
that He knows what we need and when we need it.  
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#9. 
 

Why Does God Allow Evil? 
(If God is So Good, why is the world so bad?) 

 
 

 The favorite argument of 
atheists today seems to be the problem of evil. I’ve read 
extensively researched, well-thought books from philosophers 
demanding that the Christian God either did not exist or at 
least could not be morally good in light of the tremendous evil 
and injustice that pervades the world we live in. How can a 
God who is supposed to be good and loving create a place 
where so much bad would happen? If an earth like ours is the 
product of deity, then this corrupt and evil planet certainly 
gives us an idea of the nature of the One who made us.  
 
 Other ideas and arguments that stem from the problem 
of evil are things like, “Perhaps God created and intended for 
the world to be good, yet when things went haywire he 
realized that he couldn’t control the system  and now humanity 
is essentially existing in God’s creation, but in His absence.  
 
 In other words, atheists argue against the existence of 
God in light of a world that is full of rebellion, violence, and 
horrific evil. “If God is so good, “ they say, “then why is the 
world so bad?”  
 
A question of character 
 
 For the Christian who doesn’t question the existence of  
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God, the problem of evil nevertheless causes great difficulties 
in their views of His overall goodness or purpose. We naturally 
have a hard time believing that “all things work together for 
good” (Rom. 8:28) when we suffer or experience terrible 
injustice or violence in our lives. We can’t wrap our minds 
around the notion that God is in control when everything else 
seems to be in complete chaos. Was God in control when 
Hitler was annihilating the Jews in Germany? Did God have 
something good in mind when the levees broke in New 
Orleans? Did God not only know about, but actually allow the 
gunning down of those first graders at Sandy Hook 
Elementary? In our minds, it really is almost impossible to 
imagine that the same God that we worship and sing about, 
the One who is steadfast in love and mercy, could have 
anything to do with such unthinkable evil.  
 
 As believers, we are bound by the testimony of 
Scripture and therefore must acknowledge that God exists, is 
good and holy, and is sovereign over all things. We also have 
to figure out how to balance our faith with the reality that this 
world doesn’t reflect the atmosphere we would expect as a 
planet under the control of a good and holy God. Does it, can 
it, make any sense? And can we ever give an honest and 
clear answer to those who would challenge the character of 
God by pointing out the existence of evil?  
 
Evil Proves the Reality of God- 
 
 The general consensus for the majority of those that 
struggle with the issue of God and the presence of evil is that 
the existence of evil casts doubt on the existence of God. The 
truth, however, is the exact opposite. The presence of evil 
actually validates the teaching of the Bible and proves the 
existence of God.  
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 Think for a moment- How do you know what evil is? 
What basis do you have by which you measure good and evil, 
or right and wrong? How can we even determine that murder, 
theft or lying are necessarily “bad” things? What is our 
standard?  
 
 The Bible teaches that our knowledge of good and evil- 
our moral compass- is evidence of our being made in the 
image of God and is a direct reflection of His own holy nature. 
In the book of Genesis, we read of God designing man in His 
likeness (Gen. 1:26-27), and this means that mankind is 
endowed with the ability to communicate, reason, and desire 
personal relationships. More than that, man is created as a 
moral being, knowing and being able to determine right and 
wrong choices and understanding the consequences of such 
choices. It is an amazing thing to see that even in the most 
remote places on the planet, tribal civilizations have adopted 
laws and penalties for such crimes as murder, rape, theft and 
adultery. Parts of the world that have never been introduced to 
the Bible and have no knowledge of the legal systems of 
industrialized nations hold many of the same moral and ethical 
standards as the rest of human society. And why do you think 
this is? Simply put, human morality is evidence of God’s 
ultimate authority and proof that He made us.  
 
 Simply read the account of The Fall in Genesis 3, 
where Adam and Eve carefully weighed the benefits and 
potential problems with taking from the tree in which God 
commanded them not to eat. Once they chose to disobey, we 
see that they recognized what they had done and experienced 
a sense of guilt, shame, embarrassment and fear. They 
instinctively knew that they had done wrong and it affected 
them emotionally and consciously.  This was a result of more 
than simple evolution or genetics, human morality is a 
purposeful work of God to make man aware of His holy 
righteousness and our accountability to Him. He has declared 
His law and His desire that His children obey Him: 
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 “Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and 
keep all my commands always, so that it might go well with 
them and their children forever!” 
     - Deuteronomy 5:29 
 
 Although God has made mankind in His image and has 
written His law on our hearts and into our consciences, and  
although the very fact that we naturally recognize and 
acknowledge the difference between good and evil, man has 
chosen to embrace the things that are wrong and are against 
our nature.  
 
Did God lose control? 
 
 Another big issue that we face in reconciling God’s 
nature with man’s sinfulness is the question, “If God is good 
and doesn’t want us to sin, then why does sin exist? Can God 
not control what’s going on down here?”  
 
 While it is true that God made man in His image and 
did not create him for sin, He also made us with the ability to 
choose either good or evil. But to say that when man chose to 
disobey God that God somehow lost control of the situation is 
not the case. Even though we look around and see rampant 
violence, gross immorality and rejection of God and His 
standards, we can still confidently say that God is completely 
in control of the affairs of the world. How can we be so sure? 
Here’s how we know: 
 
“but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 
       - Genesis 2:17 
 
 You see, before sin entered the world, God’s holiness 
was already displayed. More than that, His righteousness was 
revealed and the consequences for disobedience were clearly 
laid out. The Bible points out that, although God had no desire 
to see sin come into the picture, He wasn’t surprised or  
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unprepared for what eventually took place in the garden. In 
fact, Scripture teaches us that everything that happens- 
whether good or bad- is either orchestrated or allowed by God 
in order to fulfill His ultimate plan of putting the full spectrum of 
His greatness on display (Eph. 1:11). So although God had 
given a command and provided promises of blessings for 
obedience, He also offered warnings of punishment for acts of 
disobedience.  
 
 Is God out of control? The answer to this question lies 
in our observation of sin and the consequences that it is 
having on our world. Is sin bringing destruction, death, and 
chaos to humanity? Of course it is! Since that is the case, we 
can see that what God said would happen in the event of 
disobedience is true. The consequences of sin is evidence 
that God is not absent, nor is He out of control, but that He is 
actively demonstrating His justice in punishing sin on the 
earth.  
 
 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one 
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all 
people, because all sinned—“ 
      - Romans 5:12 
 
 The harsh reality that we all have to face as citizens of 
planet earth is that we live under the hand of a mighty God 
that doesn’t take sin lightly. After Adam and Eve took from that 
forbidden tree, a global death sentence was handed down and 
the results have been felt ever since. People get sick, 
relationships fall apart, selfishness, prejudice and greed 
dominate the hearts and minds and cause us to do the most 
despicable things. This is the state of fallen mankind, and 
what we experience is the result of God’s judgment upon 
sinful humanity. God is not absent, but fully involved in the 
affairs of an evil world by judging sinful deeds. Only if we lived 
in a world where sin ran rampant in a consequence-free  
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society could we seriously question the activity or involvement 
of God on the world.  
 
But that’s just so “unloving” 
 
 I know, I know. For us to suggest that much of the evil 
we see, along with their painful consequences, are in part 
God’s working to bring judgment to those who willfully rebelled 
against him, would probably make you uncomfortable. You 
might even say that this is unkind, unfair, and unloving for God 
to allow sin to take its course and then let the sinner deal with 
the harsh consequences that a life of sin brings.  
 
 But God is not simply “heartless” in his relationship with 
those who disobey His commands. In fact, Scripture tells us 
that He is compassionate toward them, desiring that they 
would eventually turn from their sin and be saved.  
 
“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.” 
       - 2 Peter 3:9 
 
 Although God has set His law and has warned of the 
terrible consequences of sin, His ultimate desire is to show 
mercy, grace, and forgiveness to His children. And this is the 
very purpose for evil in God’s program- Though He would be 
completely justified in annihilating every one of us the very 
moment we sinned, He desires that we be brought to a place 
of faith and repentance. He accomplishes this task on many 
occasions through suffering. While sin is in the world, God 
simultaneously humbles the faithful while hardening the 
faithless.  
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 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know 
that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything.” 
      - James 1:2-4 
 
 As crazy as it sounds, Scripture teaches us that God 
has a purpose in all things- even sin. Does He desire for His 
people to go through the hurt and suffering associated with 
evil? No. But just as we know that we sometimes have to do 
things that aren’t always pleasant in order to reach our 
ultimate goal, God in His divine wisdom utilizes the bad 
choices of sinful people in order to glorify Himself. Suffering 
strengthens the church, it humbles people, and brings 
Christians to a place of having to learn to trust in God’s 
promises of future peace and blessing.  
 
Joseph’s Example- 
 
 One of the most well-beloved Old Testament stories is 
of a young Joseph, who was favored by his father but 
despised by his older brothers. The book of Genesis records 
the story of how Joseph went to visit his brothers in the field 
one day and was met by a plot to kill him. His ten brothers 
took Joseph and threw him into a deep well and intended to 
leave him to die, only to turn around and sell him off into 
slavery instead.  
 
 As the years went by, Joseph went from slavery to 
prominence in the house of his master, and was again treated 
with ill-fated cruelty when his faithful obedience was turned 
against him and he was tossed into prison to be forgotten. It 
was only when Joseph was able to accurately interpret the 
tormenting dreams of Pharaoh that he finally caught a break. 
More than that, he was placed in charge of overseeing the  
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food supply of all of Egypt in preparation of a severe drought 
and famine.  
 
 Some time later, Joseph’s brothers were sent to the 
same land where their brother now reigned as second-in-
command over Pharaoh to search for food. In an ironic twist of 
events, these brothers were now at the mercy of their younger 
sibling, the same one that they had intended to get rid of years 
before. For a moment, Joseph took advantage of the 
opportunity and threatened to chastise his brothers, because 
none of them knew who he was at first. But it wasn’t long 
before we see them all weeping over one another in a 
beautiful moment of reunion and reconciliation. And as Joseph 
began to share his heart with his brothers, we read one of the 
most profound statements of God’s sovereign plan in the 
midst of mindless evil:  
 
 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good 
to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 
lives.”  
      - Genesis 50:20 
  
 We might very well not understand why bad things 
happen, and we may not see the purpose for it all. But the 
truth of Scripture is that God knows what He’s doing, and He 
knows what needs to be accomplished in order to bring about 
His wonderful plans. Although difficulties, trials, and tough 
times will certainly occur in this fallen world, God is always in 
control and He will always work things together for good.  
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#10. 
 

Is Homosexuality 
a sin? 

(Does the Bible Really condemn same-sex 
relationships?) 

 
 
 

 

 Over the last half-
century, homosexuality has taken center-stage in the 
arena of politics and public opinion. Gay rights activists have 
likened the social and cultural struggles of homosexuals to 
that of African-Americans and women in the earlier part of the 
twentieth century. Lately, most of the pressure for acceptance 
and tolerance has been directed at conservative Christians, a 
group that has long taken a clear and definitive stance against 
the practice of homosexuality. It is widely believed that the 
church as a whole has been the primary influence in the 
rejection of same-sex marriage in our country and is therefore 
the reason for much of the LGBT community’s push to change 
the popular opinion on the matter.  
 
 This debate has been a key issue for many years, and 
until recently there has been virtually no argument as to what 
Christians believe about homosexuality. But in the midst of the 
ongoing discussion, some churches are starting to change 
their tone about whether homosexuality is as wrong as we 
have always thought it to be. Some popular voices in the  
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Christian circle have begun to ask some serious questions 
concerning the church’s position on same-sex relationships, 
wondering if perhaps we’ve been looking at it from the wrong 
angle for all these years. After all, there have been times 
where we’ve been way off the mark- such as the issue of 
slavery in the days of the Civil War- and have later come to 
recognize that our beliefs were more about tradition and 
personal preference rather than the Word of God.  
 
 So we’re being forced to ask ourselves to face an issue 
that was once a non-issue in the church: Is homosexuality a 
sin? Did the Bible authors ever really address the issue as 
clearly as we think it does? Or are we simply taking a few 
select passages out of the Bible and building an entire 
doctrinal position to fit our incorrect perspective?  
 
The voice of the “gay Christian” 
 
 Not too long ago, a young man from Kansas wrote a 
book, God and the Gay Christian, which became an instant 
sensation. Matthew Vines grew up in a conservative 
evangelical church and “came out” to his congregation and 
was quickly met with some resistance. However, instead of 
acknowledging that he was openly embracing a sinful lifestyle, 
he took to building a defense of homosexuality through 
Scripture, and hence the book was released to offer fresh 
insights about how Christianity and the gay lifestyle can be 
compatible. This book has since become the basis upon which 
all of the debate within the church is argued. And although 
God and the Gay Christian encompasses a broad range of 
material, we’re going to compress everything into the three 
main points that seek to support the idea that God does not 
condemn homosexuality and respond accordingly.  
 
Are We Born Gay? 
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 For decades, science, sociology, psychology and 
philosophers have sought to explain why people exhibit 
certain abnormal behaviors. It seems that research has 
discovered a particular trend that creates a tendency for some 
to be more prone to same-sex attraction. It’s been 
demonstrated through group and independent studies that 
homosexuality is not completely dependent on either genetics 
or environmental causes; not all gays are victims of neglect, 
abuse, or products of broken families. Gay people come from 
all walks of life and at the same time display an almost natural 
tendency to have unnatural sexual attractions.  
 
 Most gay people would give the same testimony about 
their orientation- they don’t recall a moment when they 
suddenly “decided” to become gay. As long as they could 
recall, there has always been a tendency to feel differently, 
and that they sort of “always knew” that they were gay. In 
other word, homosexuality wasn’t something that they could 
choose- it was who they were. Many gay people even admit to 
trying to not be gay, but they couldn’t force themselves to be 
attracted to people of the opposite sex because it didn’t feel 
normal or natural to them.  
 
 While Christians view homosexuality as a sin, others 
protest the idea that God would create people to be gay and 
then call it wrong. “How can homosexuality be a sin if people 
are born gay?” I agree, it seems self-contradictory if it were 
true. But is it true? Are people born gay? And if they are, can 
we really call it sin if it is natural?  
 
 Here’s the answer, and you may be surprised: Yes, 
people are born gay. (Keep reading before you throw this 
book out the window, everything will make sense in a 
moment). The Bible plainly teaches that every one of us is 
born in sin, meaning that because of the Fall, we are all born 
with the natural desire to do the things we shouldn’t do. Psalm  
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51:5 says, “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my 
mother conceived me.” So yes, just like men are born gay, 
men are also born liars, thieves, murders, and idolaters. We’re 
born sinners, and we’re born in need of a Savior.  
 
 So, just because we are born this way doesn’t mean 
that we’re granted permission to fulfill our natural cravings. 
Neither do our instincts somehow determine what is natural. In 
fact, the Bible also teaches that our first nature is corrupted by 
sin and needs to be exchanged for a new one. The book of 
Romans states:  
 
 “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of 
their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies 
with one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a 
lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the 
Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. Because of this, God 
gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women 
exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the 
same way the men also abandoned natural relations with 
women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.” 
      - Romans 1:24-27 
 
 Here we see that homosexuality is a symptom of 
mankind’s sinful rebellion against God, and is explicitly 
described as unnatural. It is not seen as the way “God made 
us”, but rather the result of man’s fallen state of broken 
fellowship with the Creator.  
 
What About Love? 
 
 Another popular argument to support gay relationships 
is that “the Bible only condemns homosexuality as it relates to 
lust and fornication, but it never addresses it in the context of 
faithful, committed, monogamous relationships.” In other  
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words, supporters of same-sex relationships say that there is 
a big difference to consider when two men or two women seek 
to honor God in a faithful, loving, and long-term relationship. 
They believe that when the Bible speaks negatively about 
homosexuality, it’s only in regards to things like prostitution, 
adultery and other kinds of immorality, and that the Bible 
never suggests that same-sex couples cannot experience 
God’s blessings the same way as a married husband and 
wife.  
 
 Is there a difference that we should recognize between 
“gay immorality” and a loving, committed relationship between 
same-sex partners? Does the Bible give us any indication that 
God will honor gay couples that vow to be faithful to one 
another?  
 
 “Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually 
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex 
with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And 
that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 
     - 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
 
 First of all, people are correct when they say that the 
Bible never addresses the issue of committed, long-term 
same-sex relationships and God’s response to them. In fact, 
the only kind of marital union that Scripture clearly talks about 
is that between a man and woman, because this is the only 
institution that God designed for family (Matt. 19:4-6). Each 
time the Bible talks about marriage, it refers to a husband and 
wife, making clear distinctions between male and female. This 
is the kind of relationship that God designed us for, and the 
only kind of union that could fulfill God’s natural purpose for 
sex and reproduction.  
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 But when we talk about “love” and “faithfulness”, and 
suggesting that God surely wouldn’t be opposed to such 
commitments, we really need to sit back and examine the 
claim that we’re trying to make. Would we really suppose that 
as long as our intentions and motives are pure, somehow God 
will change His mind about His clear commands? Although the 
references to homosexuality are brief, they are not vague 
about how God views the matter. Just as He commands us 
not to murder, He doesn’t suggest that it would be okay to kill 
someone as long as we did it with a pure heart and a clean 
conscience.  
 
 Another important point to make from Paul’s words in 1 
Corinthians is that the Bible does make a distinction between 
sexual immorality in general, and the specific practice of 
homosexuality. Contrary to what some “gay Christianity” 
supporters try to claim, homosexuality is not condemned only 
within the context of lust and adulterous fornication, but is 
listed as a specific kind of sexual immorality that is 
condemned in the church. Along with that, Paul says that 
these lifestyles and sins described the believers before 
coming to know Christ as Lord, because he says, “that is what 
some of you were”. If homosexuality was something that 
wasn’t seen as wrong or immoral, I don’t think he would have 
recognized it as something that Christians had left behind.  
 
No Longer Applicable? 
 
 Eating pork, wearing two different types of fabric, 
ceremonial washing and animal sacrifices- all examples of the 
Old Testament Levitical system that is no longer practiced by 
the New Testament church. The argument that this old system 
has been replaced by the gospel of Jesus Christ is a major 
point of those who seek to justify homosexuality in the church 
today. After all, aren’t there so many Old Testament laws that 
are virtually ignored and forgotten by Christians because 
Christ has “fulfilled the law”?  
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 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 
Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches 
these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 
      - Matthew 5:17-19 
 
 Many people misunderstand and therefore misinterpret 
Jesus’ statement about “fulfilling” the law. Some people 
mistakenly take this to mean that when he came to die on the 
cross he essentially did away with the need for Old Testament 
law. But in this passage he says the exact opposite. Jesus 
said that he did not come to abolish (or destroy or put away) 
the law but to “fulfill” it. This means that he came to live the life 
that the law requires for righteousness- a life that none of us 
could live- so that he could offer the perfect sacrifice for our 
sins. More importantly, Jesus said that the Law would not 
pass away until “heaven and earth disappear”. And as far as I 
can tell, heaven and earth are still here.  
 
 The confusion comes when people read some of the 
strange rules that are written in the first few books of the Bible 
and see that the church doesn’t require obedience to them. 
How do we know which ones apply and which ones aren’t 
relevant to our day and time? Admittedly, this takes a bit of 
study to get a firm grasp on, but it all has to do with 
understanding the difference between ceremonial and civil 
law. The various rules and regulations that are recorded in the 
Old Testament are divided into laws that apply to different 
groups of people- some were written for all to follow, and 
some were written for the Levite priests to observe in worship  
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ceremonies. And when we move into the New Testament, 
Jesus, our “Great High Priest”, fulfilled God’s law for all people 
and offered a final sacrifice that essentially closed that great 
chapter in history and changed the way we worship. Once we 
understand which of these laws apply to which group of 
people and what was accomplished by Jesus, we can begin to 
differentiate between those that are done away with and what 
God continues to require from His people.  
 
 In the gay Christianity argument, we are told that the 
Law is outdated or no longer relevant because of Christ. But 
we must remember that it is the Old Testament law that gives 
us the Ten Commandments as well. Are we to dismiss God’s 
command against adultery, murder, or bearing false witness? 
How would society respond if we no longer observed or 
prosecuted violent offenders because there is no law? Surely 
same-sex supporters don’t really mean that we are to totally 
put away the law, the real issue is whether we can justify 
putting away those commands that refer to homosexuality.  
 
 But the problem is that we have no real basis for 
suggesting that this part of the law was done away with by the 
work of Jesus Christ. It is not a ceremonial law, nor a civil law. 
God’s instructions about sexual relationships had everything 
to do with holiness, and recognizing that God created us for a 
purpose. To reject His design for sexuality and family is to 
essentially deny His Lordship and to eliminate the opportunity 
for blessing in your life. And as long as man is created by God 
in His image, His commands for sexual holiness will continue 
to apply.  
 
Can you be gay and Christian?  
 
 The primary focus of the entire debate is the question 
of whether a homosexual can be accepted within the realm of 
biblical Christianity. Again, my answer might very well surprise  
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you, but I urge you to read the entire response before blowing 
a gasket. Can a homosexual be a Christian? Yes. But the 
more important question is, “Will a Christian be a 
homosexual?” And to that question I say no.  
 
 “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so 
that grace may increase? By no means! We are those who 
have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you 
know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.” 
      - Romans 6:1-4 
 
 When Christ saves sinners, he saves drunks, drug 
addicts, murderers, thieves, liars, gays and lesbians alike. 
We’re all labeled with some kind of sinful lifestyle, but when 
we’re redeemed by the blood of Jesus we’re given a new 
heart and a new nature, and are expected to live a new life. 
Homosexuality is a sin, and no honest interpretation of the 
Bible can see it as anything but a contradiction of the way God 
made us to exist. And though we’re all susceptible to struggle 
with lust, greed, vanity, pride, and a myriad of other sins, the 
fact is that we struggle against these things. We don’t 
embrace sin. This is the difference.  
 
 God loves sinners right where they are and He saves 
them just as they are, but He never leaves them as they are.  
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